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I WAS conducted into a straight and dark 
chainher, and tlic cord wherewith my hands 
were hound was untied, and a sliackle put 
upon iny right wrist ; the flesh of my left was 
so galled with the cord, that the jailor was 
softened at the sight, and from the humanity 
of his own nature, refrained from placing the 
iron on it, lest the rust should fester the quick 
wound. 

Then I was left alonf in the gloomy soli- 
tude of the prison-room, and the ponderous 
doors were shut upon me, and the harsh 
bolts driven with a horrid grating noise, that 
caused my very bones to dinle. But even in 
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that dreadful hour an unspeakable consola- 
tion came with tlie freshness of a breathing of 
tlie airs of paradise to my soul. Methoiight 
a wonderful light slione around me, that I 
heard melodious voices bidding mo be of good 
dieer, and that a vision oi’ my saintly grand- 
father, in the glorious vestments of his heavenly 
attire, stood before me, and smiled upon me 
with that holy comeliness of countenance which 
has made his image in my remembrance ever 
tliat of the most venerable of men ; so tliat, in 
the very depth of what I thought would liave 
been the pit of despair, I had a delightful 
taste of those blessed experiences of divine 
aid, by which the holy martyrs were sustained 
in the hours of trial, and cheered amidst the 
torments ,in which they sealed the truth of 
their testimony. 

After the favour of that sweet and celestial 
encouragement, I laid myself down on a pal- 
let in the corner of the r(K)m, and a gracioits 
sleep descended upon my eyelids, and steeped 
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the sertse and memory of my griefs in forget- 
fulness. When I awoke the day was far 
spent, and the light throng] i the iron stainchers 
of the little window showed that the shadows 
^f the twilight* were darkening over the world. 
I raised myself on m^ elbow, and listened to 
the murmur of the multitude that I heard still 
lingering around the prison ; and sometimes I 
thought that I discovered the voice of a friend. 

In that situation, and thinking of all those 
dear cares which filled my heart with tender- 
ness and fear, and of tlie agonizing grief of 
my little hoy, the sound of whose cries still 
echoed in my bosom, I rose upon my knees 
and committed myself entirely to the custody 
of Him that can give the light of h])erty to 
the captive even in the gloom of the dungc\)n. 
And when I had done so»I again ^^repared 
to lay myself on the ground ; hut a rustle in 
the darkness of the room drew my attention, 
and in the same moment a kind hand was laid 


on mine. 
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Sarah Locling,’’ said I, for I knew my 

w^ife’s gentle pressure, — How is it •‘that 

/ 

you are witli me in this doleful place? How 
found you entrance, and I not hear you come 
in ?^^ 

But before she ha?l time to make any 
answer, another'’s fond arms were round rny 
neck, and my affectionate young Michael 
wept upon my shoulder. 

Bear with me, courteous reader, when I 
think of those things, — that wife and that 
child, and all that I loved so fondly, arc no 
more ! But it is not meet that I should yet 
tell how my spirit was turned into iron and 
iny heart into stone. Therefore will I still 
endea^^our to relate, as with the equanimity 
of onu that ^ . rites but of indifferent things, 
what furthc'r ensfied during the thirteen days 
of my captivity. 

Sarah Lochiig, with the mildness of her 
benign voice, when we had mingled a few 
tears, told me, that after I went to Galloway 
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with Martha Svvinton, she liad been moved by 
our fieighboin s to come with our children into 
the town, as ])eing safc'r for a lanerly woman 
and a family left without its hc-ad ; and a pro- 
vidential thin« it was that slie had done so; 
for on the very night* that my brother came 
off with the men of the parish to join us, as I 
have noted down in its proper ])lace, a gang 
of dragoons ])lundered both his house and 
mine ; and but tliat our treasures had* been 
timeously removed, his family having also 
gone that day into Kilmarnock, the outrages 
might have been unspeakable. 

We then had some houseliold discourse, 
anent what was to be done iji the event of 
things coming to llie worst with me; and it 
was an admiration to hear with what constan- 
cy of reason, and the gifts of a supported 
judgment, that gospel-liearted woman spoke 
of what she would do with her children, if it 
was tk'e Lord'^s pleasure to honour me with 
the crown of martyrdom. 
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“ But,’'* saiei she, ‘‘ I hae an assurance 
witliln that some great tiling is yet in ^ore 
for yon, tliough the hope be clouded with a 
doubt that 111 no be sparH to see it, and 
therefore let us not des]iond at 41118 time, butF 
use the means that ProVidenee may afford to 
effect your deliverance.^’ 

WJiiie wc were thus conversing together 
the doors of the prison-room were opened, 
ruid a^iTian was let in who hud a cruisie in the 
(me hand and a basket in the other. He was 
lean and pale-faced, bordering on forty years, 
and of a melancholy complexion ; his eye was 
quick, deep set, and a thought wild ; his long 
hair was carefully combed smooth, and his 
apparel was singularly well composed for a 
person of his degree. 

Having set down the lamp on the floor, he 
came in a very reverential manner towards 
where I was sitting, with my right hand fet- 
tered to the ground, between Sarah Lochrig 
and Michael our son, and he said, with a 
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remarkable and gentle simplicity of voice, in 
tJi% Highland accent, that he had bcciurequcst- 
ed by a righteous woman, Provost Reid’s wife, 
to brinff me a l)ottIe of cordial wine and some 

O 

little matters, that I might require for bodily 
consolation. 

It’s tliat godly creature, Willie Suther- 
land the liangman,” said iny wife. Though 
Providence has dealt hardly with him, poor 
man, in tliis life, evcTy body says he lias got- 
ten aides of a servitude in glory licreaitcr.” 

When he liad placed the basket at the 
knees of Michael, he retired to a corner of 
the room, and stood in tlie shadow, with his 
face turned towards the wall, saying, I’m 
concern’ t that it’s no in my power to leave 
you to yoursels till Mungo Robeson come 
back, for he has lockil* me in, but I’ll no 
hearken to what you may say and there 
was a modesty of manner in the way that he 
said this, which made me think it not possible 
he could be of so base a vocation as tlie pub- 
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lie executioner, and I whispered my opinion 
of liiin to Sarah Lochrig. It was, howevy^r, 
th e case ; and verily in the life and con- 
duct of that simple and pious man there was 
a manifestation of the truth, tJiat to him 
whom the Lord favours it signifieth not 
whatsoever his earthly condition may he. 

AftcT I liad ])artaken with my wife and 
son of some refreshment which they had 
brought with them, and tasted of tlie wine 
that Provost Reid^s lady had ^ent, we heard 
the bolts of the door drawn, and the clanking 
of keys, at which Willie Sutherland came 
forward from the corner where he had stood 
during the whole time, and lifting the lamp 
from the floor, and wetting his fore-finger with 
spittle as he did so, he trimmed the wick, 
and said, The tin>g?’s come when a’ persons 
not prisoners must depart forth the tolbooth 
for the night; but, Master Gilhaize, be none 
discomforted thereat, your wife and your little 
one will come back in the morning, and your 
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lot is a lot of pleasure ; for is it not written 
in tfee book of Ecclesiastes, fourth and eighth, 
There is one alone, and there is not a second; 
yea, he hath neither child nor brother?"’ and 
^such an one a^ I.’"’ 

The inner door jj^as thrown open, and 
Mungo Robeson, looking in, said, “ I"ni wae 
to molest you, but yell hae to come out, Mrs 
Gilhaize.” So tliat niglit we were separat- 
ed ; and when Sarali Loclirlg was gone, I 
could not but offer thanksgiving that my lines 
had fallen in so })leasant a place, compared 
with the fate of my poor brotlier, suffering 
among strangers in the doleful prison of Glas- 
gow, under the ravenous eyes of the prelate 
of that city, then scarcely less hungry for the 
bodies of the faithful and tlie true, than even 
the apostate James Sharp lymself. 
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CHAP. II. 

The deep sleep into whitch I had fallen when 
Sarali Lochrig and my son were adniittecl Uj 
see me, and during the season of which they 
had sat in silence beside me till revived mv 
ture again unsealed my eyes, was so refresh- 
ing, that after they were gone away I was 
enabled to consider my condition with a com- 
posed mind, and free from the heats of passion 
and anxiety wherewith I had previously been so 
greatly tossed. And calling to mind all that 
had taken place, and the ruthless revenge with 
which the cruel prelates were actuated, I saw , 
as it were written ^n a book, that for my part 
and conduct I was doomed to die. I felt not, 
however, the sense of guilt in my conscience ; 
and I said to myself, that this sore thing ought 
not to be, and that, as an innocent man and the 
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head of a family, I was obligated by all ex- 
pedient ways to esea})e, if it were possible, 
from the grasps of the tyranny. So from that 
time, the first night of my imprisonment, I 
set myself U) devise the means of working out 
my deliverance ; and I was not long without 
an encouraging glimmer of hope. 

It seemed to me, that in tlie j)iety and sim- 
plicity of Willie Sutherland, instruments were 
given by which I might break through the 
walls of my ])rison ; and accordingly, when 
lie next morning came in to see me, I failed 
not to try their edge. I entered into dis- 
ajurse with him, and told him of many 
tilings which 1 have recorded in this book, 
aaid so won upon his confidence and the single- 
ness of his heart, that he shed tears of grief at 
the thought of so many iilameless men being 
ordained to an untimely end. 

It has pleased God,’** said he, “ to make 
me as it were a leper and an excommunicant 
in tins world, by the constraints of a low 
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estate, and without any fault of mine. But 
for tliis teniporal iiji;noniiny, He will, in Hi<s 
own good time, bestow an exceeding great 
reward ; — and though I may be called on to 
fulfil the work of the persecutors,', it shall yet 
be seen of me, that I wiV abide by the in- 
tegrity of my faith, and that, poor despised 
hangman as I am, I have a conscience that 
will not br(X)k a task of ini(|uity, whatsoever 
the laws of man niiiy determine, or the King’s 
judges decree.” 

I was, as it were, rebuked by this proud 
religious declaration, and I gently inquired 
how it was that he came to fall into a condi- 
tion so rejected of the world. 

“ Deed, sir,” said he, my tale is easy 
told. My parents were very poor needful 
peo})le in Strathnav^r, and no able to keep 
me ; and it ha])pened that, being cast on 
the world, I became a herd, and year by 
year, having a desire to learn the Lowland 
tongue, I got in that way as far as Paisley, 
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where I fell into extreme want and was almost 
fa^iished ; for tlie master tliat I served there 
being in debt, ran away, by wliieh cause I 
lost niy penny-fee, and was obligated to beg 
my bread, ^t that time many wortliy folk 
in the shire of Renfrew having suffered great 
molestation from witchcraft, divers malignant 
women, suspectit of that black art, were 
brought to judgment, and one of them being 
found guilty, was condemned to die. But no 
executioner being in the towm, I was engaged, 
by the scri{)tural counsel of some honest men, 
who quoted to me the text, ‘ Suffer not a 
witch to live,’’ to fulfil the sentence of the 
law. After that I bought a Question-book, 
having a mind to learn to read, that I might 
gain some know ledge of the Word. Finding, 
jiowever, the people of IJaisley scorn at my 
company, so that none would give me a lesson, 
I came about five years since to Irvine, where 
the folk are more charitable ; and here I act 
the part of an executioner when there is any 
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malefactor to put to death. But my Bible has 
iustnictcd me, that I ought not to execute amy 
save such as deserve to die; so that, if ye 
should be condemned, as like is you will be, 
iny conscience will neVr allow me to execute 
you, for I see you are a Christian man.’*' 

I was moved with a tender pity by the 
tale of the vsiiiiple creature ; but a strong ne- 
cessity was upon me, and it was needful that 
I should make use of his honesty to help 
me out of prison. So I spoke still mo^e kind- 
ly to him, lamenting my sad estate, and that 
in the little time I had in all likelihood to 
live, thc‘ rigour of the jailor would allow but 
little intercourse with my family, wishing 
sojnc cojn})assionate Christian friend would 
intercede with him in order that my wife and 
children, if ^ot permitted to bide all night, 
might be allowed to remain with me as long 
and as late as })ossible. 

The pious creature said that he would do 
for me in that respect all in his power, and 
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that, as Mungo Robeson was a sober man, and 
•ye wanted to go home early to bis family, he 
would bide in the tolbooth to let out my wife, 
though it should be till ten o’clock at night, — 
for,"” said he piteously, I liae nae family to 
care about.'” 

Accordingly he so set himself, that Mungo 
Robeson consented to leave the keys of the 
tolbooth with him ; and for several nights every 
thing was so managed that he Iiad no reason 
to susj)ect what my wife and I were plotting ; 
for he being of a modest and retiring nature, 
never spoke to her wlien she parted from me, 
save when she thanked him as he lot her out ; 
and that she did not do every night, lest it 
should grow into a habit of expectation with 
him, and cause him to remark wh(in the civi- 
lity was omitted. 

In the meantime all things being concerte<l 
between us, through the mean of a friend a 
cart was got in readiness, loaded with seem- 
ingly a hogget of tobacco and grocery wares. 
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but tlie hogget was empty and loose in the 
head. 

This was all settled by the nineteenth of 
December ; on the twenty-fourth of the month 
the C'onnnissioners a})])ointed to trytthe Cove- 
nanters in the prisons throughout the shire of 
Ayr were to open their court at Ayr, and I 
was, by all Avho knew of me, regarded in a 
manner as a dead man. On the night of the 
twenlietli, however, sliortly before ten o'^clock, 
James Crottera, our friend, came with the cart 
in at the town-head port, and in going down 
the gait stopped, as liad been agreed, to give 
his beast a drink at the trough of the cross- 
well, opposite the tolbooth-stair foot. 

When the clock struck ten, the time ap- 
pointed, \ was ready dressed in my wife's 
apparel, luiving, in llic course of the day, 
broken tlie chain of tlic shackle on my arm ; 
and the door being opened by Willie Suther- 
land in the usual manner, I came out, hold- 
ing a napkin to my face, and weeping in 
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sincerity very bitterly, with the thought of 
wH!it might ensue to Sarah Lochrig, whom I 
left behind in my place. 

In reverence to my grief the honest man 
said nothing* but walked by my side till he 
had let me out at tfie outer-stair head-door, 
where he ])arted from me, carrying the keys 
to Mungo Robesoifs house, aneath the tol- 
booth, while I walked towards »lames Gottera’s 
cart, and was presently in the inside of the 
hogget. 

With great presence of mind and a soldier- 
ly self-possession, that venturous friend then 
drew the horse^s head from the trough, and be- 
gan to drive it down the street to the town-end 
port, striving as he did so to w^histle, till he was 
rebuked for so doing, as I heard, by ant)ld wo- 
man then going home, who*said to him that it 
was a shame to hear such profanity in Irvine 
when a martyr doomed to die was lying in the 
J:olbooth. To the which he replied scoffing- 
ly, that martyr was a new name for a sworn 
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rebel to king and country,”— —words which so 
kindled tlie worthy woman'’s ire, that she Be- 
gan to ban his prelatic ungodliness to such a 
degi’ee tliat a crowd collected, which made 
me tremble. For the people sided with the 
zealous carlin, and spoke* fiercely, threatening 
to gar James Gottera ride the stang for his 
sinfulness in so traducing persecuted Chris- 
tians. What might have come to pass is hard 
to say, had not Providence been pleased, in 
that most critical and perilous time, to cause 
a'' f(Hil lum in a thacket house in the Sea- 
gate to take file, by which an alarm was 
spread that drew oft* the mob, and allowed 
James Gottera to pass without farther moles- 
tation out at the town-end port. 
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( HAP. III. 

From the time of niy evasion from the tol- 
Ixxjth, and during’ the controversy between 
James Gottcra and tlie mob in the street^ 
there was a whirlwind in inv mind that made 
me incapable of reason. But when we had 
passed thorough the town-end port, and the 
cart had stojiped at the minister's carse till I 
could throw oft* my female weeds and put 
on a sailor’s garb, provided for tlie occa- 
sion, tongue nor pen cannot express the pas- 
sion wherewith my yearning soul was then 
aft'ected. 

The thought of having left Sarah* Lochrig 
witliin bolts and bars, a ready victim to the 
tyranny which so thirsted for blood, lightened 
witliin me as the lightnings of heaven in a 
storm. I threw myself on the ground, — I 
grasped the earth, — I gathered myself as it 
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were into a knot, and liowled with horror at 
niy own selfish baseness. I sprung and 
cried, ‘‘ I will save lier yet and I w^ould 
have run instantcr to the town ; but the honest 
man who was with me laid his grip firmly 
upon my arm, and said in a solemn manner — 
This is no Christian conduct, Hingan 
Gilhaize ; the Lord lias not forgotten to be 
gracious.’’ 

I glowered upon him, as he has often since 
told me, with a shudder, and cried, ‘‘But I 
hae left Sarah J.ochrig in their hands, and, 
like a coward, run away to save mysel.” 

‘‘ Compose yoursel, Jlingan, and let us rear- 
son together,” was his discreet reply. “It’s 
vera true ye hae come away and left your wife 

as it were an hostage in the prison, but the 

0 

persecutors and oppressors will respek the 
courageous affection oi a loving wife, and 
Providence will put it in their hearts to spare 
her.” 

“ And if they do not, what shall I then 
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be ? and what’s to become of my babies ? — 
TLord, .Lord, thou hast tried me beyond my 
sti'ength !” 

And I again threw myself on tlie earth, 
and o'ied that it miglit open and swal]f)w me ; 
for, thinking but of myself, I was become un- 
worthy to live. 

The considerate man stood over me in 
compassionate silence for a season, and al- 
lowed me to rave in my frenzy till I had ex- 
hausted myself. 

‘‘ llingan,” said he at last, ye were aye 
respekit as a thoughtful and discreet charac- 
ter, and I’ll no blame you for tliis sorrow ; 
but I entreat you to collek yoursel, and think 
what^s best to be done, for what avails in 
trouble the cry of alas, alas ! or* the shed- 
ding of many tears P Vour wife is in prison, 
but for a fault that will wring compassion 
even frae the brazen heart of the remorseless 
James Sharp, and bring back the blood of 
humanity to the mansworn breast of Charles 
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Stuart. But though it were not so, they 
daurna liarni a liair of her head ; for there 
are things, man, that the cruellest dread to 
do for fear o’ the world, even when they hae 
iost the fear o’ God. I count ht*r far safer, 
Ringaii, frae the rage of the persecutors, 
where slie lies in prison aneath their bolts and 
bars, than were she free in lier own house ; 
for it obligates them to deal wi’ her openly 
and afore mankind, whose good-will the worst 
(if princes and prelates are, from an inward 
power, forced to respek ; whereas, were she 
sitting laiierly and defenceless, wf naebody 
near but only your four helpless wee birds, 
there’s no saying what the gleds might do. 
Therefore be counselled, my fricn’, and dinna 
gi’e youri5el up utterly to despair ; but, hke a 
man, for wliom the Lord has already done great 
things, mak use of tlie means which, in this 
jeopardy of a’ that’s sae dear to you, he has so 
graciously put in your jxiwer.” 

I felt myself in a measure heartened by 



IIINGAN GILIIAIZE. 


^23 

this exhortation, and rising from tlie ground 
^corfpleted the change I had begun in niy ap- 
parel; but I was still unable to speak, — which 
he observing, said — - 

Hae ye considered the airt ye ought now 
to take, for it canna bc^ that yell think of bid- 
ing in this neighbourhood 

No ; not in this land,’^ I exclaimed ; 
would that I might not even in this life I"” 
Whisht ! llingan Gilhaize, that^s a sin- 
ful wish for a Christian,” said a c()m])assionate 
voice at my side, which made us both start ; 
and on looking round we saw a man who, 
during the earnestest of our controversy, had 
approached close to us unobserved. 

It was that gospel-teacher, my fellow-suffer- 
er, Mr Witherspoon ; and his sudden aY)pari- 
tion at that time was a blessecl accident, which 
did more to draw my thoughts from the an- 
guish of my affections than any thing it was 
possible for James Gottera to have said. 

He was then travelling in the cloud of 
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niglit to the town, liaving, after I parted 
from him in I^ancrkshirc, endured many liard- 
sliips and perils, and his intent was to pass 
to his friends, in order to raise a trifle of 
money to transport himself for a season mt€ 
Ireland. 

But James Gottera, on licaring this, in- 
terposed his opinion, and said, a rumour 
was abroad that in all ports and towns of 
embarkation orders were given to stay the 
departure of passengers, so that to a surety 
he w ould be taken if he attempted to quit the 
kingdom. 

By this time my mind had returned into 
something like a state of sobriety ; so I told 
him liow it had been concerted between me 
and !Sarah Loch rig, that I shovdd pass over 
to tlie wee C umbrae, there to wait till the 
destroyers had passed by ; for it was thought 
not possible that such an inordinate thirst for 
blood, as had followed upon our discomfitype 
at Rullion-green, could be of a long contk 
5 
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nuance ; and I bescechcd liiin to come witli 
telling him tliat I was provided with a 
small purse of money in case need should re- 
quire it, but in the charitable hearts of the 
pious we mi^it count on a richer store. 

Accordingly we* agreed to join our for- 
tunes again; and having parted from dames 
Gottera at Kilwinning, we went on our way 
together, and my heart was refreshed by the 
kind admonitions and sweet converse of my 
companion, though ever and anon the thought 
of my wife in prison, and our defenceless 
lambs, shot like a fiery arrow through my 
bosom. But man is by nature a sordid crc^i- 
ture, and the piercing December blast, the 
threatening sky, and the frequent shower, 
soon knit up my thoughts with thtf care of 
my worthless self : mayb? there was in that 
the tempering hand of a beneficent Provi- 
dence ; for when I have at divers times sincx,* 
considered how mucli the anguish of my inner 
sufferings exceeded the bodily molestation, I 

VOL. III. n 
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could not but confess, tliough it was with a 
liumblcd sense «f my own selfishness, that it 
was well for me, in such a time, to be so 
respited from tlie u])braidings of my tortured 
affections. 

l]ut not to dwell on the specialties of my 
own feelings on that memoiable night, let it 
suffice, that after walking some four or five 
miles towards Pencorse ferry, where we meant 
to pass to the island, I became less and less 
attentive to tlie edifying discourse of Mr 
Witherspoon, and bis nature also yielding to 
the influences of the time, we travelled along 
the bleak and sandy shore between Ardrossaii 
and Kilbride liill without the interchange of 
conversation. The wind came wild and gurly 
from the sea, — the waves broke heavily on 
the shore, — and the' moon swiftly tvading the 
cloud, threw over the dreary scene a wander- 
ing and ghastly light. Often to the blast we 
were obligated to turn our backs, and the rain 
being in our faces, we little heeded each other. 
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In tliat state, so like siillenness, we liad 
journeyed onward, it might be better than a 
mile, wlicn, liappening to observe something 
lying on tlie shore as if it Jiad been east out 
by the sea, I cried under a sense t)f fear — 
Stop, Mr WitliersjKK)!! ; what's tliat 
In the same moment he uttered a (IreadfuJ 
sound of liorror, and on looking refund, I 
saw \\'e were three in company. 

In the name of Meaveri,’' exclaimed Mr 
Witherspoon, who and what are , you that 
walk witli us 

But instanter our fears and the mystery of 
the appearance' were dis})elled, fejr it was rn v 
brother. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Weel, Ringan,” said my brother, “ we 
liave met again in this world ; it's a blessing 
I never looked for and he held out his two 
1 lands to take hold (^f mine, but the broken 
links of the shackle still round my wrist made 
him cry aut — 

“ What's this ^ — Whare haeye come frae? 
but I needna inquire." 

I have broken out of the tolbooth o’ Ir- 
vine," said I, “ and I am fleeing here with 
Mr WitherspiKm." 

“ I too," replied my brother mournfully, 
“ hae esca])ed from the hands of tlie jierse- 
cutors." 

We then entered into some conversation 
concerning what had happened to us respec- 
tively, from the fatal twenty-eighth of No- 
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vember, when our power and host were scat- 
tered on Rullion-green, wherein Mr Wither- 
spoon, with me, rehearsed to liiin the accidents 
herein set forth, with the circumstantials of 
some things that befell tlie godly man after 
I left him with thg coq^se of the baby in his 
arms ; but whicli being in some ])oints Jt‘ss of 
an adventurous nature than had liappened to 
myself, I shall be pardoned by the courter)us 
reader for not enlarging upon it at greater 
length. I should however here note, that Mr 
Witherspoon was not so severely dealt with 
as I was ; for though an outcast and a fugi- 
tive, yet he was not a prisoner; on llie con- 
trary, under the kindly cover of the Liuiy 
Auchterfardel, whose excellent and truly 
covenanted husband was a sore siiiferer by 
the fines of the year lQj[)2, he received great 
hospitality for the space of sixteen days, and 
was saved between two feather beds, on the 
top of which the laird’s aged mother, a bed- 
rid woman, was laid, when some of Drum- 
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nioncrs men searched the house on an infor- 
mation against him. 

But discon solatory as it was to hear of such 
treatment of a gospel-minister, tliougii light- 
Liied 1)}^ tile reflection of the saintly constancy 
that was yet to he fouiu^ in tlic land, and 
among persons too of the Lady of Aiicliter- 
fardePs degree, and severe as tlie trials were, 
both of l)ody and mmd, which I luul myself 
undergone, yet were they all as not])ing com- 
pared to the hardships of my brother, a man 
of a temperate sobriety of manner, bearing 
all changes with a serene countenance and a 
placable mind, while feeling them in tlie ut- 
termost depths of his caj)acious allcctions. 

On the night of tlie battle,^’ said lie, ‘‘ it 
would not be easy of me to tell wliich way 
1 went, or what ensur’d, till I found myself 
with three destitute companions on the skirts 
of the town of Falkirk. By that time the 
nmrning was beginning to dawn, and we per- 
ceived not that we had approached so nigh 
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unto any bigget land ; as the day^ however, 
broke, the steeple caught our eye, and we 
halted to consider what we ought to do. And 
85 we were then standing in a field diffident 
to enter tlv? town, a young woman came from 
a house that stances a little way oft* the road, 
close to Graham’s dyke, driving a cow to 
grass witli a long staft*, whicli I tlie more 
remarked as such, because it was of the In- 
dian cane, and virlod with silver, and headed 
with ivory. 

^ Sirs,’ said Menie Adams, for that was the 
damsel’s name, ‘ I see what ye are, but I’ll no 
speir ; howsever, be ruled by me, and gang na 
near the town of Falkirk this morning, for 
atwish the liours of dark and dawn tliere has 
been a congregationing o’ liorses and men, 
and other sediments war, that I hae a 
notion there’s owre meikle o’ the King’s 
power in the place for any Covenanter to 
enter in, save under the peril o’ penalties. 
But come wi’ me, and I’ll go back wi’ you. 
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and in our hay-loft you may scog yoursels 
till the gloaming.’ 

Who could have thought,’’ said my bro- 
ther, that in such discourse from a young 
woman, not passing four and twenty years 
of age, and of a ])leasant aspect, any guilty 
stratagem of blood was hidden !” 

He and his friends never questioned her 
truth, but went with her, and she conducted 
them to her father’s house, and lodged them 
in the hay-loft. 

It seems that Menie Adams was, however, 
at the time betrothed to the prelatic curate 
that had been laid upon the parish? and that, 
in consequence, aneath her courtesy, she had 
concealed a very treacherous and wicked in- 
tent. For no sooner had she got my brother 
and his three companions into the hay-loft, 
than she hies herself away to the town, and, 
in the liope of pleasing her prelatic lover, 
informs the captain of the troop there of the 
birds she had ensnared. 
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As soon as the false woman had thus com- 
mitted the sin of perfidy, she went to tJie 
curate to brag how she had done a servic4^‘ to 
his cause; but he, though of the prelatic ger- 
mination, being yet a person who liad sonic* 
reverence for truth and tlie gentle mercies 
of humanity, was * so disturbed by her un- 
womanly disposition, tliat lie hade lier dejiart 
from his presence for ewer, and ran with all 
possible speed to waken tlie poor men whom 
she had so betrayed. 

On his way to the house lie saw a party ol 
the soldiers, w^hom their oflicer, as in duty 
bound, was sending to seize the unsuspecting 
sleepers, and running on before them, lu* 
just got forward in time to give the alarm. 
My brother and one of them, Esau War- 
drop, the wife's brother of James Gottera, 
who had been so instrumental in my evasion, 
were providentially enabled to get out and 
flee ; but the other two were taken by the 
soldiers and carried to prison. 
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Tlic base conduct of that Menie Adams, 
as we some years after heard, did not go long 
imvisited by the displeasure of Heaven; for 
some scent of her guilt taking wind, the 
whole town, in a sense, grew wud against 
lier, and slie was inobbct, and the wells pump- 
ed uj)on her by the enraged multitude; and 
slie never recovered from the handling that 
she tlierein suffered. 

My brother and Esau W ardrop, on getting 
into the open /ields, made all the speed they 
could, like the panting h.art wlien pursued by 
the luir.ter, and distrusting the people of that 
part of the country, the}^ travelled all day, 
not venturing to a])proach any reeking house. 
Towards gloaming, however, being hungry 
and faint, the craving of nature overcaine 
tlieir fears, and they went up to a house 
where lliey saw a light burning. 

As they approached the door they falter- 
erl a little in their resolution, for they heard 
the dissonance of riot and revelry within. 
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Their need, however, was great, and the im- 
portunities of liuiiger would not be pacified; 
80 they knocked, and the door was soon open- 
ed by a soldier, the party within ]>eing a 
horde of IJalziePs men, living at free cjuar- 
ters in the house ^of tliat excellent Cdiristian 
and mucl)— persecuted man, the Laird of 
Inglewood. 
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CHAP. V. 

The moment that the man who came to the 

} 

cl(K)r saw, by tlie glimpse of the light, that 
both my brother and Esau Wardrop had 
swords at their sides, he uttered a cry of 
alarm, thinking the house was surrounded ; 
at which all the riotous soldiers within flew to 
their arms, while the man who opened the 
d(K>r seized my brother by the throat and 
harft him in. The panic, however, was but 
of short duration ; for my brother soon ex- 
[K^unded that they were two perishing men 
who came to surrender themselves; so the 
door was again openejl, and Esau Wardrop 
commanded to come in. 

It"s but a justice to say of those rampa- 
geous troopers,” said my brother, “ that, con- 
sidering us as prisoners of war, they were 
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free and kind enough, tliough they mocked 
at our cause, and derided the equipage of 
our warfare. But it was a humiliatintj sioht 
to see in what manner they deported them- 
selves towards the unfortunate family.’'’ 

Ringlewood himself, who had remonsti'ated 
against their insolence to liis aged leddy, they 
had tied in his arm-chair and placed at the 
head of his own table, round which tlu'y sat 
carousing, and singing the roister ribaldry of 
camp-songs. At first, when my brother was 
taken into this scene of military domination, 
he did not observe the laird ; for in the up- 
roar of the alarm the candles had been over- 
set and broken, but new ones being sworn 
fq^ and stuck into the necks of the bottles 
of the wine they were lavishly drinking, he 
discovered him lying as^it were asleep where 
he sat, with his head averted, and his eyes 
shut on the iniquity of the scene of oppression 
with which he was oppressed. 

Some touch of contrition had led one of 
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the soldiers to take the aged matron under 
his care ; and on his intercession she was not 
placed at the table, but allowed to sit in a 
corner, where she mourned in silence, with 
her hands clasped together, ancj her head 
bent down over them upon her breast. The 
laird‘'s grandson and heir, a stripling of vSome 
fifteen years or so, was obligated to be page 
and butler, for all the rest of the house had 
taken to the hills at the approach of the 
troopers. 

As the drinking continued the riot increas- 
ed, and the rioters growing heated with their 
drink, they began to quarrel : fierce words 
brought angry answers, and threats were fol- 
lowed by blows. Then there was an interpo- 
sition, and a shaking of hands, and a pledging 
» 

of renewed friendshij^ 

But still the demon of the drink continued 
to grow stronger and stronger in their kind- 
ling blood, and the tumult was made perfect 
by one of the men, in the capering of his ine- 
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briety, rising from his seat, and taking the 
old leddy by the toupic to raise her liead as 
he rudely placed his foul cup to her lips. 
This called up the ire of the fellow who had 
sworn to jjrotect her, and he, not less intoxi- 
cated than the insultcr, came staggering to 
defend her ; a scuffle ensued, the insiilter was 
cast with*a swing away, and falling against 
the laird, who still remained as it were 
asleep, with his head on his shoulder, and liis 
eyes shut, he overthrew the chair in which 
the old gentleman sat fastened, and they both 
fell to the ground. 

The soldier, frantic witli wine and rage, 
was soon, like a tiger, on his adversary ; the 
ijest rose to separate them. Some took one 
side, some another; bottles were seized for 
weapons, and the table^was overthrown in the 
hurricane. Their serjeant, who v/as as drunk 
as the worst of them, tried in vain to call 
them into order, but they heeded not his call ; 
which so enraged him, that he swore they 
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should shift their quarters, and with that 
seizing a burning brand from the chumla, he 
ran into a bedchamber that opened from the 
room where the riot was raging, and set fire 
to the curtains. 

My brother seeing the flames rising, and 
that the infuriated war-wolves thought only 
of themselves, ran to extricate Rlnglewood 
from the cords with which he was tied ; and 
calling to the leddy and her grandson to quit 
the burning house, every one was s(x>n out of 
danger from the fire. 

The sense of the soldiers was not so over- 
borne by their drink as to prevent them from 
seeing the dreadful extent of their outrage; 
but instead of trying to extinguish the flames^ 
they marched away to seek quarters in some 
other place, cursing tlie serjeant for having 
so unhoused them in such a night. 

At first they thought of carrying my bro- 
ther and Esau W ardrop with them as prison- 
ers ; but one of them said it would be as well 
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to give the wyte of the burning, at head- 
quarters, to the rebels ; so they left them be- 
hind. 

Es^ Wardrop, with the young laird ancJ 
my grandfather, seeing it was in vain to stop 
the progress of the ^re, did all that in them 
lay to rescue some of the furniture, while 
poor old Ringlewood and his aged and gentk‘ 
lady, being both too infirm to lend any help, 
stood on the green, and saw the devouring 
element pass from room to room, till their an- 
cient dwelling was utterly destroyed. Fortu- 
nately, however, the air was calm, and the 
outhouses escaping the ruinous contagion of 
the flames, there was still a beild left in tlie 
baiii to which they could retii'e. 

In the meantime the light of the burning 
spread over the country ; ^ut the people know - 
ing that soldiers were quartered on Ringle- 
wood, stood aloof in the dread of fire-arms, 
thinking the conflagration might be caused 
by some contest of war ; so that the mansion 
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a gentleman much beloved of all his neigh- 
bours was allowed to burn to the ground 
before their eyes, without any one venturing 
to come to help him, to so great a degree had 
distrust and the outrages of mihlary riot at 
that epoch altered the hearts of men. 

My brother and Esau Wardrop staid with 
Ringlewood till the morning, and had, for 
the space of three or four hours, a restoring 
sleep. Fain would they have remained longer 
there, but the threat of the soldiers to accuse 
them as the incendiaries made II Inglewood 
urge them to depart; saying, that maybe a 
time would come when it would be in his 
jx)wer to thank them for their help in that 
dreadful night. But he was not long exposed 
to many sufferings ; for the leddy on the day 
following, as in after-time we heard, was 
seized with her dead-ill, and departed this life 
in the course of three days ; and the laird 
also, in less than a month, was laid in the 
kirk-yard, with his ancestors, by her side. 
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CHAP. VI. 

After leaving Rir^lcwood, the two fugi- 
tives, by divers journeyings and sore passages 
through moss and moor, crossed the Ballo(*h 
ferry, and coming down the nortli side of the 
Clyde fritli to Ardmore, tliey boated across 
to Greenock, wliere, in little more than an 
hour after their arrival, they were taken in 
Euphan BlaiPs public in Carlsdyke, and the 
same night marched olF to Glasgow ; of all 
which I have already given intimation, in re- 
cording my own trials at Inver kip. 

But in that march, as my brother and Esau 
Wardrop were passing wit^i their guard at the 
Inchinnan ferry, the soldiers heedlessly laying 
their firelocks all in a heap in the boat, the 
thotJght came into my brothers head, that 
maybe it might be turned to an advantage if 
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he was to spoil tlie powder in the firelocks ; 
so, as they were siting in tlie boat, he, with 
seeming innocence, drew his hand several 
times througli the water, and in lifting it, took 
care to drop and sprinkle the powder-pans 
the firelocks, in so mugh, that by the time 
they were ferried to the Renfrew side, they 
were spoiled for immediate use. 

‘‘ Do as I do,*” said he softly to‘ Esau 
Wardrop, as they were stepping out, and 
with that he feigned some small expedient for 
tarrying in the boat, while the soldiers taking 
their arms, leapt on shore. The ferryman 
also was out before them ; and my brother 
seeing this, took up an oar, seemingly to help 
him to step out ; but pretending at tlie time 
to stumble^ he caught hold of Esau’s shoulder, 
and pushing with t^e oar, shoved off the boat 
in such a manner, that the rope was pulled out 
of the ferryman’s hand, who was in a great 
consternation. The soldiers, however, laugh- 
ed at seeing how the river’s current was carry- 
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ing away their prisoners ; for my brother was 
in no hurry to make use of the ofir to pull 
the boat back ; on the contrary, he pushed 
het farther and farther into the river, until 
one of the guards beginning to suspect some 
stratagem, levelled hi? firelock, and threaten- 
ed to shoot. Whereupon my brother and 
Esau quickened their exertions, and scx)n 
reached the opposite side of the river, while 
the soldiers were banning and tearing with 
rage* to be so outwitted, and their firelocks 
rendered useless for the time. 

As soon as the fugitives were within wade- 
able reach of the bank, they jumpit out of 
the boat and ran, and were not long within 
the scope of their adversaries’ fire. 

By this time the sun was far in the west, 
and they knew little of tRe country about 
where they were ; but, before embarking, the 
ferryman had pointed out to them the abbey 
towers of Paisley, and they knew that, for a 
long period, many of the humane inhabitants 
1 
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of that town had ])cen among the faithfullest 
of Scottishrncn to the cause of the Kirk and 
Covenant ; and therefore, they thought that, 
under the distraction of their circumstan- 
ces, maybe it would be their wisest course 
to direct their steps, *in the dusk of the 
evening, towards the town, and they threw 
aside tlieir arms, that tliey might pass as 
simple wayfaring men. 

Accordingly, having loitered in the way 
thither, tliey reached Paisley about the heel 
of tlie twilight, and searching their way into 
the heart of the town, they found a respect- 
able public near the Cross, into which they 
entered, anti ordered some consideration of 
vivers for supper, just as if they had been oil 
market' business. In so doing nothing par- 
ticular was remarked of them ; and my bro- 
ther, by way of an entertainment before 
bed-time, told his companion of my grand- 
father's adventure in Paisley, the circumstan^ 
tials whereof are already written in this book ; 
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drawing out of what had come to pass with 
him, cheering aspirations of liappier days for 
themselves. 

While they were thus speaking, one of the 
town-council, Deacon Fulton, came in to have 
a cap and a crack with any stranger that 
might be in the liouse. — This deacon was a 
man who well represented and was a gotxl 
swatch of the plain honesty and strict principles 
which have long governed within that ancient 
boi'ough of regality. He seeing them, and 
being withal a man of shrewd discernment, 
jcyed them very sharply, and maybe guessing 
what they were and where they had come 
from, entered into a discreet conversation 
with them anent the troubles of the time. In 
this he showed the pawkrie, that so w^ll be- 
comes those who sit in coundiJ, with a spicerie 
of that wholesome virtue and friendly sympa- 
thy of which all the poor fugitives from the 
Pentland raid stood in so great need. For, 
without pretending to jealouse any thing of 
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what they were, he spoke of that business as 
the crack of the day, and told them of many 
of the afflicting things which had been perpe- 
trated after the dispersion of the Covenanters, 
saying — 

‘‘ It‘’s a thing to be deplored in all time 
coming, that the poor misguided folk, con- 
cern" t in that rash wark, didna rather take 
refuge in the towns, and among their bre- 
thren and fellow-subjects, than flee to the hills, 
where they are hunted down wi" dog and gun 
as beasts o" an ill kind. Ileally every body’s 
wae for their folly ; though to be sure, in a 
government sense, their fault’s past pardon* 
It"s no indeed a thing o’ toleration, that sub- 
jects are to rise against rulers.” 

“ T»ue,” said my brother, “ unless rulers 
fall against subjecS^s.” 

The worthy magistrate looked a thou^t 
seriously at him ; no in reproof for what he 
had said, or might say, but in an admonitory 
manner, saying— 
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YeVe owre douce a like man, I think, 
to hae been either art or part in lliis Jiead- 
strong Reformation, unless ye had some great 
cause to provoke you ; and I doubt na ye hac* 
discretion enough no to contest without need 
points o'* doctrine ; ait least for me, Ihn iaith 
to enter on ony sort o^ polemtic, for it’s a 
Gude’s truth, I’m nae deacon at it.” 

My brother discerning by his manner that 
he saw through them, would liavc refiain’t at 
the time from further discourse ; but Esau 
Wardrop was, though a man of few words, 
yet of such austerity of faith, that he could 
BOt abide to have it thought he was in any 
time or place afraid for himself to bear Iiih 
testimony, even when manifestly uncalled on 
to do ; so he here broke in upon the c«n si der- 
ate and worthy coun.sellor, mnd said — 

That a covenanted spirit was bound, at 
a’ times, and in a’ situations, conditions, and 
circumstances, to uphold the cause.” 

True, true, we are a’ Covenanters,” re- 
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plied tile deacon, and Glide forbid that 
I should e\*r forget the vows I took when I 
was in a manner a liairn ; but there’’s an unco 
difference between the auld covenanting and 
this Lanerk New-light. In tffe auld times, 
our forebears and our fathers covenanted to 
show their power, that the king and govem- 
nu nt might consider what they were doing. 
And they betook not tlieinselves to the sword, 
till the ((uiet warning of almost all the realm 
united in one league had proved ineffectual; 
and when at last there was nae help for’t, 
and they were called by their conscience 
and dangers to gird tlieniselves for battle, 
they went forth in the might and power of 
tile arm of flesh, as wivl as of a righteous 
cause. Ihit, sirs, this donsie business of the 
Pentland raid but a splurt, and the pub- 
lishing of the Covenant, after the poor folk 
had made themselves rebels, was, to say the 
least oh, a weak conceit."" 

‘‘ We were not rebels,’" cried Esau Wardrop. 
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“ Hoot toot, friend,"* said the counsellor, 
ye’re ovvre hasty, I did na ea’ the ])oor 
folk rebels in the sense of a rebellion, where 
iniglit takes the lead in a controversy wi' right, 
but because they had risen against the law."' 

There can be flae re])elli()n against a Jnw 
that teaches things over whicli man can luivc' 
no control, the thought and the conscience," 
said Esau Wardrop. 

Aye, aye," rejdied the counsellor, ‘‘ a' 
that’s vera true ; but if it please the wisdom 
of the King, by and witli tlie advice of his 
privy co\insellors, to prohibit certain actions — 
and surely actions are neither thoughts nor con- 
sciences, — do ye mean to say that tiie subject's 
no bound to obey such royal ordinances.^’’ 

‘‘ Aye, if the acts are in t]ieinseKa*s harm- 
less, and trench not upon* any man’s rights of 
property and person.’’ 

** Weel, I’ll no debate that wi’ you,’' re- 
plied the worthy counsellor; ‘‘ but surely ye’ll 
ne’er maintain that conventicles, and the de- 
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sertion of the regular and appointed places of 
worship, are harmless ; nor can it l>e denied 
that sic things do not tend to aggrieve and 
impair the clergy baith in their minds and 
means 

“ I confess that,**’ said !Esau ; but think, 
that the conventicles and desertions, whereof 
ye s))eak, s})rang out of an arbitrary and un- 
called-for disturbance of the peaceful worship 
of God. Evil-counselling caused them, and 
evil-counselling punishes them till the punish- 
inenl can be no longer endured.'” 

“ Ve’re a doure-hcaded man,’’’ said Deacon 
Fulton, and really ye hae gi’en me sic a 
(ast o' your knowledge, that I can do no less, 
than make you a return ; so tak this, and 
l)ide nae’ langer in Paisley than your need^ 
call." With that he' laid his jmrse on the table 
and went away. But scarcely had he depart-* 
ed the house, when who should enter but 
the very soldiers from whom my brother and 
Esau had so marvellously escaped. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The noise bf taking up my brother and Esau 
Wardrop to the tokbootli by tlie soldiers brt‘d 
a great wonderment in the town, and th(‘ ma- 
gistrates came into the prison to siv them. 
Then it was that they recognised their fricmd- 
ly adviser among those in authority. Hut he 
signified, by winking to them, that they should 
not know him ; to whicdi tliey cornjtorted 
themselves so, tliat it passed as he eoidd have 
wished. 

Provost,” said he to the chief magistrate, 
who was tlien present with them, ‘‘ though 
thir honest men be concerned in a fiet against 
the. king’s government, they’re no just ini- 
quitous malefactors, and therefore it behoves 
us, for the little time they are to l)ide 
here, to deal compassionately with them. 
This is a damp and cauld place. I’m sure 
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w e might gre them the use of the council- 
chamber, and direk a bit spunk o’ fire to be 
kindPt. It’s, ye ken, but for this night they 
are to be in our aught ; and their crime, ye 
ken, pr<^vost, was mair o’ the judgment than 
the heart, and therefore should think how 
vvt‘ are a’ prone to do evil.” 

By this sort of petitionary exhorting, that 
worthy man carried his jxhnt ; and the pro- 
vost consented that the prisoners should be 
reniov<.‘d to the council-chamber, where he 
directed a fire to be lighted for their solace. 

“ Noo, honest men,” said tlieir friend the 
deacon, when he was taking leave of them, 
after seeing them in the council-room, I 
lu)pe ye’ll make yoursels as conforttable as 
men in }^<^ur situation can reasonably be ; 
and look ye,’* said lit to my brother, “ if the 
wind should rise, and the smoke no vent sae 
w^eel as ye could wis’, which is sometimes the 
case in blowy weather when the door’s shut, 
just open a w ee bit jinkie o’ this window, and 
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he gave him a squeeze on the arm — it looks 
into my yard. — Heh ! but it's weel mimh't, tlu 
bar on my back-yetfs in the want o' repara- 
tion — I maun see til't the morn." 

There wds no difficulty ifi rc'ading ilu 
whumplet meaning «of this eouthiness cinejil 
the reeking o' the cham])er ; and tny brother 
and Esau, when the door was locket on them 
for the night, soon found it ex])edient to j)pen 
the window, and next morning the kind coun- 
sellor had more occasion tlian ever to get the 
bar o' his back-yett repaired ; for it had 
yielded to the grip of the i^risoners, who, 
long afore day, were far beyond the eyi* and 
jurisdiction <)f the magistrates of Taisley. 

They took tlie straight road to Kilrnariux k, 
intending, if possible, to hide themselves 
among some of my brother Jaeob's wife's 
friends in that town. He had himself been 
dead some short time before; but in tlu* 
coarse of their journey, in eschewing the 
high-road as much as possible, they found a 
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good friend in a cotter who lived on the edge 
of the Mearns moor, and with him they were 
persuaded to bide till the day of that night 
when we met in so remarkable a manner on 
the sands of Ardrossan ; and tht cause that 
brought him there was fonc of the severest 
trials to which he had yet been exposed, as I 
shall now rehearse. 

James Greig, the kind cotter who sheltered 
them for the better part of three weeks, was 
but a |)oor man, and two additional inmates 
consumed the meal which he had laid in for 
himself and his wife, so that he was obligated 
to apply twice for the loan of some from a 
neighbour, wliich caused a suspicion to arise 
in that neighbour'’s mind ; and he being loose- 
tongued, ^and a talking man, let out what he 
lliought in a public at Kilmarnock, in pre- 
sence of some one connected with the soldiers 
then quartered in the Dean-castle. A party, 
in consequence, had that morning been sent 
out to search for them ; but the thoughtless 
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man who had done the ill was seized with a 
remorse of conscience for his folly, and came 
in time to advise them to flee ; l)ut not so 
much in time as to ])revent tlicm from hein^ 
seen by tlie soldiers, who no sooner discovered 
them than they j)ursued them. What l)ecame 
of Esau Wardrop was never known ; he was 
no doubt shot in his flight ; but my brother 
was more fortunate, for he kept so far before 
those who in particular pursued him, that, al- 
though they kept him in view, they could not 
overtake him. 

Running in this way for life and liberty, 
became to a house on the road-side, inhabited 
by a lanerly woman, and the door being o})eii 
he darted in, passing thorough to the yard be- 
hind, where he found himself in an enclosed 
place, out of which he saw no other means of 
escaj^e but through a ditch full of water. 

depth of it at the time he did not tliink 
of, but plunging in, he found himself up to 
the chin ; at that moment he heard the sol- 

c 2 
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cliers at liand ; so the thought struck him to 
remain wlierc he was, and to go under a 
bramble-biisli that overhung the water. By 
this means he was so effectually concealed, 
tliat the s(jldiers, losing sight of him, wreaked 
their anger and disappointment on the poor 
v\oinan, dragging her witl^i them to the Dean- 
east le, where they threw her into the dun- 
geon, in the darkness of which she ]K‘rishe(L 
as was afterwartls well known tlirough all 
that country-side. 

After ('sca])ing from the* ditch, my brother 
turned his course* more northerly, and had 
closed his day of suffering on Kilbride-liill, 
whejv, drawn by his affections to seek some 
kt]owledge of his wife and daughter, he had 
resolved to risk himself as near as possible to 
Duharist that night ; and coming along with 
ilu' slu)wer on his back, which blew so strong 
jn our faces, he saw us by the glimpses of 
the tempestuous moonlight as we were ap- 
proaching, and had denned himself on the 
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road-side till we sliould pass, hein^ tear! u I 
we mi^ht prove enemies. Some aceideotal 
lament or complaint, utteretl unconsciously In 
me, made him, howcwer, think lie kiu'w the 
voice, and moved there])y, he started up, ami 
had just joined us when lie was discovered iii 
so awakening a manner. 

Thus came my brother and J to im*el afier 
the raid of Pentland ; and liaving heard from 
me all that he could reasonably ho])(‘ for, i v 
garding the most valued casket of his aifec- 
tions, he came along with Mr Withersjioon , 
and we were next morning safely ferried ova r 
into the wee Cumraes, by James l^lowter 
the* ferryman, to whom we wert‘ both well 
known. 

There was then only a herd’s house on tlie 
island; but there could be no truer or kinder 
Christians than the herd*and his wife. VVe 
with them till far in the year, hearing 
often, through James PlowAer, of our friends; 
and above all the joyous news, in little more 
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than a week after our landing, of Sarah 
Lochrig liaving been permitted to leave the 
tolbooth of Irvine, without farther dule than 
a reprtxif from Provost Reid, that had more 
in it of commendation than reproach. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

It is well set forth in all tlie various his- 
tories of this dism^ epoch, that the cry of 
blood had gone so vehemently up to heaven 
from the graves of the martyred Covenanters, 
that the Lord moved the heart of Charles 
Stuart to more merciful measures, but only 
for a season. The apostate James Sharp and 
the other counsellors, whose weakness or wick- 
edness fell in with his tyrannical proselytising 
purposes, were wised from the rule of power, 
and' the Earls of Tweeddale and Kincardine, 
with that learned sage and philf)sopher Sir 

John Murray, men of more beneficent dispo- 
® . . 

^ ^ » » »■ ■■ ^ Af r ^ m ^ ■■ A- ^ V ■ I .fW. ^ ^ 

in-»the Privy Council at Edinburgh ; — so that 
all in our condition were heartened to return 
to their homes. 
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As soon as we heard that the ravenous 
soldiery were withdrawn from the shire of 
Ayr, my brother and I, with Mr Wither- 
sp(X)n, after an abode of more than seven 
months in yon solitary and rocky islet, re- 
turned to Quharist. But, O courteous reader, 
I dare not venture to tell of the joy of the 
meeting, and the fond intermingling of em- 
braces, that was too great a reward for all our 
sufferings ; — for now I approach the memo- 
rials of those things, by which the terrible 
Heavens have manifested that I was ordained 
from the beginning to launch the bolt that 
was chosen from the quiver in the armory of 
the Almighty avenger, to overthrow the op- 
pressor and oppression of my native land. It 
is therefore enough to state, that upon iliy" 
return home, where I expected to find my 
lands waste and my fences broken down, I 
found ail things in better order than 'th^ey 
maybe would have been had the eye of the 
master been over them ; for our kind neigh- 
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hours, out of a friendly consideration for niy 
family, had in the spring tilled the ground 
and sown the seed, by day-and-day-aboul 
labour ; and surely it was a pleasant thing, 
in the midst of such a general depravity of 
the human heart, so prevalent at that })eriod, 
to hear of such constaiicy and christian-minch 
edness ; for it was not towards my brotlier and 
me only that such tilings were done ; the 
same was common throughout the country 
towards the lands and families of the perse- 
cuted. 

But the lown of that time was as a ])et day 
in winter. In the harvest, however, when 
the proposal came out that we should give 
boiKls to keep the peace, I made no scru])le 
of signing the same, and of getting my wife's 
father, who was not out in the raid, be iny 
cautioner. In the doing of this I did not re- 
nounce the Covenant, but, on the contrary, I 
considered that by the bonds the King was as 
much lx)iind to preserve things in the state 
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under which I granted the bond, as I was to 
remain in the quiet condition I was when I 
signed it. 

After the bonds of peace came the indul- 
g'ence, and the chief heritors of our parish 
having something to say with the Lord Tweed- 
dale, leave was obtained for Mr Swinton to 
come back, and we had made a paction with 
Andrew Dornock, the prelatic curate and in- 
cumbent, to let him have his manse again. 
But although Mr Swinton did return, and 
his family were again gathered around him, 
he would not, as he said himself to me, so far 
lx)w the knee to Baal as to bring the church 
<if Christ in any measure or way into Erastian 
dependence on the civil magistrate. So he 
neither would return to the manse nor .ent€^ 
the pulpit, but continued, for the space n# 
several years, to reside at Quharist, and to 
preach on the summer Sundays from the win- 
dow in the gable. 

In the spring, however, of the year 1674^ 



r/ngan GILHAIZE. ()5 

be, after a lingering illness, closed his life and 
ministry . For sometime he had felt himself 
going hence, and the tenour of his prayers and 
sermons had for several months been of a high 
and searching* efficacy ; and he never failed, 
Sabbath after Sabbath^ just before pronounc- 
ing the blessing, to return public thanks that 
the Lord was drawing him so softly away 
ftom the world, and from the storms that 
were gathering in the black cloud of })relacy 
which still overhung and darkened the min- 
istry of the Kirk of Scotland, — a method of 
admonition that was awfully awakening to 
the souls of his hearers, and treasured by 
them as a solemn breathing of the inspiration 
oi prophecy. 

When he was laid in the earth, and Mr 
Witherspoon, by some hanciling on my part, 
was invited to 11 the void which his removal 
bad left among us, the wind again began 
to fisle, and the signs of a tempest were 
seen in the changes of the royal Councils. 
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The gracious-hearted statesmen before spoken 
of were removed from their benignant spheres 
like falling stars from the firmament, and 
the Duke of Lauderdale was endowed with 
the power to persecute and domineer. 

Scarcely was he seated in the Council when 
the edicts of oppression were renewed. The 
prelates became clamorous for his interference, 
and the penalties of the bonds of peace pre- 
sented the means of supplying the inordinate 
wants of his rapacious wife. Steps were accord- 
ingly soon taken to appease and pleasure both. 
The court-contrived crime of hearing the Gos- 
pel preached in the fields, as it was by John 
in the Wilderness and Jesus on the Mount, 
was again prohibited with new rigour ; and I 
for one soon felt that, in the renewed pers^ 
cution of those w^io attended the conventicle^ 
the King had again as much broken the cem- 
ditions under which I gave the bond of 
peace, as he had before broken the vows 0/0 
the Solemn League and Covenant; so that 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


m 


when the guilty project was ripened iii his 
bloody councils, that the West Country 
should be again exasperated into rebellion, 
that a reason might be procured for keeping 
up a standing afmy, in order that the thret* 
kingdoms might be rul«d by prerogative in- 
of parliament, I freely confess that I was 
one of those who did refuse to sign the lK>nds 
that were devised to provoke the rebellion, 
— -hpnds, the terms whereof sufficiently mani- 
fested the purpose that governed the framers 
in the framing. We were required by them, 
Uflder severe penalties, to undertake that nei- 
ther our families, nor our servants, nor our 
t^!iants, nor the servants of our tenants, nor 
any bthers residing upon our lands, should 

> w 

withdraw from the churches or adhere tocon- 
W<aiticles, or succour field-prtachers, or jxt- 
sons who had incurred the penalties attached 
to these prelate-devised offences. And bt*- 
Hlhse we refused to sign these bonds, and 
eontinued to worship God in the peacefulness 



68 


RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


of the Gospel, the whole country was treated 
by the Duke of Lauderdale as in a state of 
revolt. 

The English forces came mustering against 
us on the borders, the Irish* garrisons were 
drawn to tlie coast •to invade us, and the 
lawless Highlanders were tempted, by their 
need and greed, and a royal promise of in- 
demnity for whatsoever outrages they mi^t 
commit, to come down upon us in all their 
fury. By these means ten thousand ruthless 
soldiers, and unreclaimed barbarians were let 
loose upon us, while we were sitting in the 
sun listening, I may say truly, to those gn^- 
cious counsellings which breathe nothing but 
peace and good-will. When, since the 
ing days of Dioclesian the Roman ]^i- 
peror, — when, \Ance the massacre of thejp||^ 
testants by orders of the French king, nnf 
the eve of St Bartholomew, was so black a 
crime ever perpetrated by a guilty 
inent on its own subjects ? But I was myself 
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among the greatest of the sufferers ; and it is 
needful that I should now clothe my thoughts 
l«dth sobriety, and restrain the ire of the pen 
of grief and revenge.— Not revenge ! No ; let 
the word be here— justice. 

The Highland host c£ime on us in want, and, 
l>|lt for their license to destroy, in beggary. 
Yet when they returned to tlicir wild homes 
among the distant hills, they were laden as 
with the household wealth of a realm, in so 
much that they were rendered defenceless by 
the weight of their spoil. At the bridge of 
01 q^ow, the students of the College and the 
brave youths of that town, looking on 
th^ with true Scottish hearts, and wrathful 
to that the barbarians had been such rob- 
bers of their fellow-subjects, stopped above 
thousand of them, and ^ook from them 
their congregations of goods and wares, wear- 
mg apparel, pots, pans, and gridirons, and 
IPker furniture, wherewith they had burden- 
ed themselves like bearers at a flitting. My 
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house was strip! to a wastage, and every thing 
was taken away ; what was too heavy to be 
easily transported was, after being carried some 
distance', left on the road. The very shoes 
were' taken off my wife’s feet, and ye’ll nof 
be a refuse to gi’e m<f that,” said a red-haired 
reprobate as he took hold of Sarah Lochrig’s 
hand, and robbed her of her wedding-ring. 

I was present and saw the deed ; I felt my 
hands clench ; but in my spirit I discoveST^ 
that it was then the hour of outrage, and that 
the Avenger’s time was not yet come. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Rarely has it fallen the lot of man he f^o 
bjessed with such children as mine ; but surelv 
I was unworthy of the blessing. And yet, 
tjhough maybe unworthy, I^ord, thou knowest 
by the nightly anthems of thankfulness that 
rose from my hearth, that the chief sentiment 
in my breast, in those moments of melody, 
was my inward acknowledgment to Thee for 
baling made this world so bright to me, 
with an offspring so good and fair, and with 
Slirah Lochrig, their mother, she whose life 
the sweetness in the cup of my £L*Iieity. 
X»et me not, however, huriy on, nor forget 
that I am but an historian, and that it befits 
not the juridical pen of the character to dwell 
ll^m my own woes, when I have to tell of 
the suflFerings of others. 
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The trials and the tribulations which I 
liad heard so much of, and whereof I had 
witnessed so many, made me in a sense 
but little liable to be moved when told of 
any new outrage. But the • sight of that 
Highlander wrenching* from Sarah Lochrig’s 
finger our wedding-ring, did, in its eiFe^ 
and influences, cause a change in my natuf^ 
as sudden, and as wonderful, as that which lUe 
rod of Moses underwent in being quickeni^ 
into a serpent. 

For some time I sat as I was sitting whiUb 
the deed was doing ; and when my wife, 
the plunderers had departed, said to me, 
socjthingly, that we had reason to be thank*^ 
ful for having endured no other loss than $, 
little world’s gear, she was surprised at 
sedateness with t which I responded to 
pious condolements. Michael, our flrst-bonl, 
then in the prime beauty of his manhood, 
had been absent when the robbery was 
mitted, and coming in, on hearing what had 

6 
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been done, flamed with the generous rage 
of youth, and marvelled that I had been 
ao calm. My blithe and blooming Mary, 
joined her ingenuous admiration to theirs, 
but my mild and sensible Margaret fell upon 
my neck, and weep^g cried, O ! father, 
it’s no worth the doure thought that gars 
brows sae gloom Avhile Josepli, the 


^fm^ngest of the flock, then in his twelfth 
am, brought the Bible and laid it on my 


opened the book, and would have read 


pm^ion, but the passage which caught my 
<y3iWas, the l>eginning of the sixth chapter 
of Jeremiah, O ye children of Benjamin, 
gpther yourselves to flee out of the midst of 
Sfotusalem, and blow the trumpet in^Tekoa, 
Imd set up a sign of fire Beth-haccerem : 
for evil appeareth out of the north, and great 


destruction.” And I thought it was a voice 
^ling me to arm, and to raise the banner 
agiunst the oppressor ; and thereupon I shut 
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the book, and retiring to the fields, communed 
with myself for some time. 

Having returned into the house, and sent 
Michael to my brother’s to inquire how it 
had fared with him and his family, I at the 
same time directed Jo^ph to go to Irvine, 
and tell our friends there to help us with a 
supply of blankets, for the Highlanders had 
taken away my horses and driven off my 
tie, and we had no means of bringin||||U|- 
thing. 

But Joseph was not long gone when Mi- 
chael came flying back from my brothei^a, 
and I saw by his looks that something vespy 
dreadful had been committed, and said-— 

Are they all in life ?” 

Aye, in life !” and, the tears rushilig 
into his eyes, he exclaimed, But O ! I 
wish that my cousin Bell had been dead and 
l>uried !” 

Bell Gilhaize, my brother’s only daughtc*^ 
was the lightest-hearted maiden in all our 
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parish. It had long been a pleasure botli to 
her father and me to observe a mingling of 
affections between her and Michael, and the 
year following had been fixt for their rnar- 
riage. 

The time of wA?ping, Michael,” said I, 
is past, and the time of warring will soon 
come. It is not in man to bear always ag- 
gression, nor can it be recpiired of him e ver 
to endure contumely.” 

What has befallen Bell ?” said his mo- 
ther to him; but instead of making her any 
answer he uttered a dreadful sound, like the 
howl of madness, and hastily {piitted the 
house. 

Sarah Lochrig, who was a woman of a 
serene reason, and mild and gracioils in her 
nature, looked at me wifh a silent sadness, 
that told all the anguish with which the 
horror that she guessed had darted into her 
soul ; and then, with an energy that I never 
saw in her before, folded her own two 
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daughters to her bosom, as if she was in 
terror for them, and bathed their necks with 
tears. 

While we were in this state my brother 
himself came in. He was now* a man well 
stricken in years, but of a hale appearance, 
and usually of an open and manly countei^, 
nance. Nor on this occasion did he appear 
greatly altered ; but there was a fire in h|l 
eye, and a severity in his aspect, such as I 
had never seen before, yet withal a fortitude 
that showed how strong the self-possessi^^ 
was, which kept the tempest within him fromi 
breaking out in word or gesture. 

Ringan,” said he, “ we have met with iBl 
misfortune. It’s the will of Providence, and 
we maun bear it. But surely in the anger that; 
is caused by provocation, our Creator tells us 
to resent. From this hour, all obligatiiMi,’ 
obedience, allegiance, all whatsoever that as 
a subject I did owe to Charles Stuart is all 
an end. I am his foe; and the Lord put 
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ilrength into my arm to revenge the min of 
Illy bairn !” 

There was in the utterance of these words 
a solemnity at first terrifying to hear; but liis 
voice in the last clause of the sentence falter- 
ed, and he took off •his bonnet and lield it 
pver his face, and wept bitterly. 

could make him no answer for some 
but I took hold of his hand, and when 
^lie had a little mastered his grief, I said, 
* Brother, we are children of the same pa- 
Mits, and the wrongs of one are the wrongs 

both. But let us not be hasty.'’ 

'He took the bonnet from his face, and look- 
lUi at me sternly for a little while, and then he 
,lmd — 

** Ringan Gilhaize, till you have felt what 
I feel, you ne’er can know that the speed o' 
lightning is slow to the wishes and the will 
of revenge.” 

At that moment his daughter Bell was 
brought in, led by my son Michael. Her fa- 
5 
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ther, at the sight of her, clasped his hands 
wildly above liis head, and rushed out of the 
house. My wife went towards her, but stop- 
ped and fell back into iny arms at the sight 
of her demented look. My daughters gazed, 
and held up their tremblVng hands. 

Speak to her,’’ said Michael to his sis- 
ters ; she’ll maybe heed you and he 
added, Bell, it’s Mary and Peggy,” and. 
dropping her hand, he went to lead Mary to 
her, while she stood like a statue on the spot. 

Dear Bell,” said I, as I moved myself 
gently from the arms of my afflicted wife, 
come wi’ me to tiie open air and I topk 
her by the hand which poor Michael had. 
dropped, and led her out to the green, blit 
still slie looked the same demented creature. 

Her father, who4.had by this time again 
overcome his distress, seeing us on the gfeen, 
came towards us, while my wife and daugh. 
ters also came out; but Michael could no 
longer endure the sight of the rifled rose that 
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he had cherished for the ornament of his bo- 
som, and he remained to hide his grief in the 
house. 

Her mind's gone, liingan/" said my bro- 
ther, “and’she**!! ne’er be better in this 
wotld Nor was ^e ; but she lived many 
jnoDtlis after, and in all the time never sited 
a«tear, nor breathed a sigh, nor sjtoke a 
WC^d ; where she was led, she went ; where 
ihe was left, she stood. At last site became 
fo weak that she could not stand ; and one 
llay, as I was sitting at her bedside, I observ- 
ed that she lay unusually still, and touching 
her hand, found th^t all her sorrows were 


oyer. 
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CHAP. X. 

From the day of the desiolation of his daug^« 
ter, my brother seldom held any communion 
with me ; but I observed that with Michil&l 
he had much business, and though I ask^d 
no questions, I needed not to be told thiKt 
there was a judgment and a doom in whi# 
they did. I was therefore fearful that som^ 
rash step would be taken at the burial rf 
Bell ; for it was understood that all the neigil- 
Incurs far and near intended to be present to 
testify their pity for her fate. So I spok^ to 
Mr Witjierspoon concerning my fears, and 
by his exhortation^ the body was borne to 
the kirk-yard in a solemn and pe^npable 
manner. 

But just as the coffin was laid in the grave, 
and before a spadeful of earth was thrown, 
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a boy came running, crying, Sharp’s kill’t! — 
the apostate’s dead !” which made every one 
turn round and pause ; and while we were 
thus standing, a horseman came riding by, 
who confirmed the tidings, that a band of men 
whom his persecutions had made desperate, 
had executed justice on the apostate as he 
was travelling in his carriage with his daugh- 
ter on Magus-moor. While the stranger was 
telling the news, the corpse lay in the grave 
unburied ; and, dreadful to tell ! when he had 
made an end of his tale, there was a shout of 
joy and exultation set up by all present, 
except by Michael and my brother They 
stood unmoved, and I thought — do I them 
any wrong ? — that they looked disconsolate 
and disappointed. 

But though the judgment on Jaftnes Sharp 
was a cause of satisfacflon to all covenanted 
heatts, many were not yet so tom by the 
persecution as entirely to applaud the deed. 
I shall not therefore enter upon the parti- 

D 2 
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culars of what was done anent those who 
dealt his doom, for they were not of our 
neiglibourhood. 

The crime, however, of listening peacefully 
in tile /ields to tlie truths of the Gospel be- 
came, in the sight of the persecutors, every 
day more and more heinotis, and they gave 
Uicmselvcs up to the conscience-soothing ty- 
ranny of legal ordinances, as if the enact- 
ment and execution of bloody laws, contrary 
to those of God, and against the unoffending 
privileges of our nature, were not wickedness 
of as dark a stain as the murderer'^s use of his 
secret knife. Edict and proclamation against 
ficld-preachings and conventicles came follow- 
ing eacli other, and the latest was the fiercest 
and fellcst of all which' had preceded. But the 
cause of tf*uth, and the right of communion 
with the Lord, was not to be given up : It 
is not for glory,’’ we said in the words of 
those brave Scottish barons tliat redeemed, 
with King Robert the Bruce, their native 
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land from the thraldom of the English Ed- 
ward, nor is it for riches, neither is it for 
honour, but it is for liberty alone we contend, 
which no true man will lose but with his 
life and therefore it was that we would not 
yield obedience to the tyranny, which was re- 
vived with new ^rength by the death of 
James Sharp, in revenge for his doom, but 
sought, in despite of decrees and statutes, to 
hear the Word where we believed it was 
best spoken. 

The laws of God, which are above all 
human authority, require that we should 
worship him in truth and in holiness, and we 
resolved to do so to the uttermost, and pre- 
pared ourselves with arms to resist whoever 
might be sent to molest us in the performance 
of that the greatest duty. But iti so exer- 
cising the divine right df resistance, we were 
not called upon to harm those wjiom wc knew 
to. be our adversaries. Belting ourselves for 
defence, not for war, we went singly to our 
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places of secret meeting in the glens and on 
the moors, and when the holy exercise was 
done, we returned to our homes as peacefully 
as we Avent thither. 

Many a time I have since thought, that 

t 

surely in no other age or land was ever sud^ 
a solemn celebration of •the Sabbath as in 
those days. Tlie very dangers with which 
we Avere environed exalted the devout heart ; 
verily it was a grand sight to see the fearlesil 
religious man moving from his house in the 
grey of the morning, with the Bible in his 
hand and his sword for a staff*, walking to^ 
wards the hills for many a weary mile, hoping 
die preacher Avould be there, and prayings 
he A\'cnt, that there might be no molestatkm* 

Often and often on those occasions has the 
Lord been pleased to shelter his worshippers 
from their per secu toll's, by covering them with 
the mantle of his tempest ; and many a time 
at the dead of night, when the Avinds were 
soughing around, and the moon was bowling 
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through the clouds, we have stood on the 
heath of the hills, and the sound of our 
psalms has been mingled with the roaring of 
the gathering waters. 

The calamities which drove us thus to 
worship in the wilderness, and amidst the 
Storm, rose to their full tide on the back of 
the death of the arcliapostate J ames Sliarp ; 
for all the religious people in the realm were 
in a manner regarded by the government as 
participators in the 'method of his punishment. 
And Claverhouse, whom I have now to speak 
of, got that special commission on which he 
rode so wickedly, to put to the sword whom- 
fdever he found with arms at any preaching 

the fields ; so that we had no choice in 
aedking to obtain the consolations of religion, 
which we then stood so much in neecl of, but 
to congregate in such numbers as would deter 
the soldiers from venturing to attack us. 
This it was which caused the second rising, 
and led to the fatal day of Bothwell-brigg, 
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whereof it is needful that I should particu- 
larly speak, not only on account of the great 
stress that was thereon laid by the persecu- 
tors, in making out of it a method of fiery 
ordeal to afflict the covenanted, J[3Ut also be- 
cause it was the overflowing fountain-head of 
the deluge that made me^desolate. And here- 
in, courteous reader, should aught of a fiercer 
feeling than belongs to the sacred sternness <rf 
truth and justice escape from my historical 
pen, thou wilt surely pardon the same, if 
there be any of the gracious ruth of ChriSr 
tian gentleness in thy bosom ; for now I have 
to tell of things that have made the annals of 
the land as red as crimson, and filled my 
house with the blackness of ashes and univer- 
sal death. 

For along period there had been, from the 
causes and circumstances premised, sore diffi- 
culties in the assembhng of congregations, 
and the sacrament of the Supper had not 
been dispensed in many parts of the shire of 
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Ayr from the time of the Highland host ; so 
that there was a great longing in the hearts 
ctf the covenanted to partake once again of 
that holy refreshment ; and shortly after the 
•eed-time it , began to be concerted, that 
early in the summer a day should be set 
apart, and a place fixt for the celebration of 
the same. About the time of the interment 
of my brother’s desolated daughter, and the 
|udgment of the death executed on James 
Sharp, it was settled that the moors of Lou- 
dcm-hill should be the place of meeting, and 
that the first Sabbath of June should be the 
day. But what ministers would be there was 
not settled ; for who could tell which, in those 
times, would be spared from prison ? 

It was, however, forethouglit and foreseen, 
that the assemblage of communicants would be 
very considerable; for in order that there might 
be the less risk of molestation, a wish that it 
should be so was put forth among us, to the 
end that the king’s forces might swither to dis- 
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perse us. Accordingly, with my disconsolate 
brother and son, I went to be present at that 
congregation, and we carried our arms wit|l 
us, as we were then in the habit of doing on 
all occasions of public testimony^ by worship# 

In the meantime a rent had been made in 
the Covenant, partly by the over-zeal of cer** 
tain young preachers, who not feeling, as iWe 
did, that the duty of presbyterians went a& 
farther than defence and resistance, strovejf 
with all the pith of an effectual eloquence, to 
exasperate the minds of their hearers inl^ 
hostility against those in authority; and |t 
happened that several of those who had ex^ 
cuted the judgment on James Sharp, seeui|g 
no hope of pardon for what they had dotl% 
leagued themselves with this party, in t)ie 
hope of thereby making head against theiH 
pursuers. 

I have been the more strict in setting down 
these circumstantials, because in the bloody 
afterings of that meeting they were altogether 
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lost sight of ; and also, because the implac- 
able rage with which Claverhouse persecuted 
|he Covenanters has been extenuated by some 
<&screet historians, on the plea of his being 
an honourable officer detluced from his sol- 
ijjierly worth elsewhere ; whereas the truth is, 
his cruelties in the sliire of Ayr, and 
JIber of our western parts, were less the fruit 
^ his instructions, witle and severe as they 

t 

wet^ than of his own niortified vanity and 
VpUgiumt revenge. 
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CHAP. XL 

It was in tlie cool of tbe evening, on Sattnw 
day the last day of May, when my broth^ 
came over to my house, where, with Michaal; 
I had prepared myself to go with him 
Loudon-hill. Our intent was to walk th^ 
night to Kilmarnock, and abide till the mold- 
ing with our brother JacoVs widow, not hay- 
ing seen lier for a long time. 

We had in the course of that day heaid 
something of the publication of The De- 
claration and Testimony,” which, through the 
vehemcQce of the preachers before spoken of,’ 
had been rashly counselled at Ruglen, the 
29th of the month ; but there was no parti- 
culars, and what we did hear was like, as all 
such things are, greatly magnified beyond 
the truth. We, however, were grieved by 
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the tidings ; for we feared some cause of 
tribulation would he thereby engendered de- 
trimental to the religious purposes of our 
jwrney. 

This sentiment pressing heavily on our 
b^sarts, we parted froiw my family with many 
Upegivings, and the bodemeiits of further 
sorrows. But the outward expression of 
what we all felt was the less remarkable, on 
aof^unt of what so lately had before haj>- 
petied in my brother‘’s house. Nor indeed 
I think at the time, that the foretaste of 
Hat wgs ordained so speedily to come to a 
hisad was at all so lively in his spirit, or that 
o£^]iiy son, as it was in mine, till, in passing 
0¥er the top of the Gowan-brae, he looked 
rilimd on the lands of Quharist, and said — 

** I care nae, Ringan, if L ne’er come back ; 
for though we hae lang dwelt in affection 
together yon’er, thae that were most precious 
to me are now both aneath the sod,” — allutl- 
ing to his wife who had been several years 
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dead, — and poor Bell, that lovely rose whictl 
tile ruthless spoiler had so trampled into tht 
earth. 

I fee],*” said Michael, ^as if I w&t0 
going to a foreign land, there is sic a farewfjl 
sadness upon me.’’’ 

But we strove to overcome this, and w^^i|| 
leisurely on the high-road towards 
nock, trying to discourse of indifferent things; 
and as the gloaming faded, and the Night 
gan to look forth, from her watch-tower in 
heavens, with all her eyes of beautiful 
we communed of the friends that we trusWjil 
were in glory, and marvelled if it could 
that they saw us after death, or ever revisit^S 
tile persons and the scenes that they loved ill 
life. Rebellion or treason, or any sense ^0 
thoughts and things that were not holy, had 
no portion in our conversation : we weirt? 
going to celebrate the redemption of fallen' 
man ; and we were . mourning for friends no 
more ; our discourse was of eternal things. 
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and the mysteries of the stars and the lights 
of that worid which is above the firmament. 

When we reached Kilmarnock we found 
tliMit Jacob’s wjjdow had, with several other 
godly women, *set out towards the place of 
meeting, to sojourn with a relation that night, 
il^ljCirder that they might be the abler to 
the manna of the word in the morning, 
therefore resolved not to halt there, but 
to go forward to the appointed place, and 
Upon the spot. This accordingly doing, 
ipame to the eastern side of Loudon-hill, 
the trysted place, shortly after the first scad 
nf the dawn. 

I^any were there before us, both men and 
HuilUen and little children, and horses inter- 
^lllgled, some slumbering, and some** com- 
iipcifilig with one another ; and as the morning 
pl^l^tened, it was a hallowed sight to behold 
WfW that rising ground the blameless per- 
eecuted coming with sedate steps to worship 
their Maker on the mountain. 
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The Reverend Mr Thomas Douglas, who 
was to open the action, arrived* about the 
nsing of the sun, with several other minis- 
ters, and behind them four aged men be- 
longing to Strathaven bearing the elements. 

A pious lady, whoslj name I never heatS) 
owing to what ensued, spread with her 
hands a damask tablecloth on the groUUff, 
and the bread and wine were placed upo^lt 
with more reverence than ever was in kirk» 

Mr Douglas having mounted upon a ibci 
nigh to where this was done, was abot^" lb 
give out the psalm, when we observed sevMi 
country lads, that were stationed as wat<:biM 
afar off, coming with great haste in ; and^^M^ 
brought word, that Claverhouse and 
gexm^ were coming to disperse us, brin^^a^ 
with them the Keverend Mr King, a preaiili^ 
of tlie gospel at Hamilton, and others lllat 
they had made prisoners, tied with cords tiri 
and two. 

The tidings for a moment caused panic 
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and consternation ; bat as the men were 
aliped) and resolved to resist, it was thought, 
in consideration of the women and children, 
Uiat we ought to go forward, and j)revent 
the adversaries*from advancing. Accord! ngly , 
ta the number of forty* horsemen, and maybe 
to two hundred foot, we drew ourselves 

tft 

from the congregation, and marched 

*ineet Claverhouse, thinking, perhaps, on 
fihkag us so numerous, that he would not 
on,— while Mr Douglas proceeded with 
|t|l|^orship, the piety of none with him being 
by this grievous visitation. 

Mr William Clelland, with Mr Hamilton, 
had come with Mr Douglas, were our 
mers, and we met Claverhouse on the moor 

r -H 

jt^'JDrumclog. 

9Che dragoons were the first to halt, and 
||^|j|inBrhouse, having ordered his prisoners to 
Iai dbmwn aside, was the first who gave the 
wofjd to fire. This was without any parley 
0t request to know whether we came with 
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hostile intent or no. Clelland, on seeing the 
dragoons make ready, cried to us all to dien 
ourselves among the heather ; by which fore- 
thought the shot flew harmless. Then we 
started up, and every one, with the best dan 
he could, fired at the ^dragoons as they w^ 
loading their carabines. Several men 
horses were killed, and many wounded. 
verhousc seeing this, commanded his 
charge upon us ; but the ground was rcdlp^^ 
the heather deep, and the moss broken 
peats had been dug, and the horses 
dered, and several threw their riders, atitdl!IIMi 
themselves. 

We had now loaded again, and the 
Are was more deadly than the first. 
horsemen also seeing how the dragoons 
scattered, fell inVthe confusion as it were 
for man upon them. Claverhouse ragei{||Hl 
commanded, but no one now could or wimE 
obey. In that extremity his horse was 
and, being thrown down, I ran forward & 
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seize him, if I could, prisoner ; but he still 
held his sword in his hand, and rising as I 
c^me up, used it manfully, and with one 
Stroke almost hiied my right ariu from my 
shoulder. Xs he fled I attempted for a mo- 
ment to follow, buUstaggered and fell. He 
looked back as he escaped, and I cried — 
Blood for blood and it lias been so, as I 
shall hereafter in the secjuel relate. 

When the day was won, we found we 
numbered among the sltiin on the side of the 
iranquished nearly twenty of the dragoons : 

our side we lost but one man, John Mor- 
libia — a ripe saint ; but several were wounded ; 
^iud John Weir and William Daniel died 
¥ their woundsi Such was the day of 
^rumclog. 

Being wounded, I was «::arried to a neigli- 
IWouring farm, attended by my brother and 
ibn, and there put upon a cart and sent 
home to Quharist, as it was thought I would 
he best attended there. They then returned 
VOL. III. E 
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to the rest of the host, who, seeing them* 
selves thus brought into open war, resolved 
forthwith to proceed to Glasgow, and to raise 
again the banner of the Covenant- 

But Claverhouse had fled thither, burning 
with the thought of being so shorn in his mili- 
tary pride by raw and undisciplined coUtitp|^ 
men, whom, if we had been bred soldiers, 
be he would have honoured, but being wlult 
we were, though our honour was the grefttaV!^ 
he hated us with the deadly aversion tlml 4^ 
begotten of vaiiity chastised ; for that it 
wliich incited him to ravage the West 
try with such remorselessness, and 
when our men were next day repulsed M' 
Glasgow with the loss of lives, made hiiai 
liinder the removal of the bodies from 
streets, till it wasf^d the butchers’ 
gan to prey upon them. 

But not to insist on matters of bearsij^^ 
nor to dwell at any greater length on those 
afflicting events, I must refer the courteous 
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fneftder to the history of the times for what 
llWlowed, it being enough for me to state 
b^re, that as soon as the news spread of the 
buttle and the victory, the persecuted ran 
Hbcking in from all quarters, by wliicli the 
fqipe of sand, that the Lord permitted Mon- 
mouth to break at Bothwell-brigg, was soon 
|lb^ed. My brother and my son were both 
limre, and there my gallant Michael lies. 

brother, then verging on theescore, being 
among the prisoners, was, after sore suffer- 
ings in the Greyfriars church-yard of Edin- 
burgh, sent on board a vessel as a bonds- 
to the plantations in America. His 
Sietmgs, however, were happily soon over ; for 
|||^ imp in which he was embarked perished 
the Orkney islands, and he, with two 
ll^naired other sufferers, »ceived the crown 
||l5!*imirtyrdora from the waves. 

^ Charles Stuart, king of Scotland ! and 
James Sharp! — ^false and cruel men- 
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But ye are called to your account ; and what 
avails it now to the childless father to rail 
uj)on your memory ? 
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CHAP. XII. 

Bbfoue proceeding farther at this present 
time with the doleful tale of iny own suffer- 
ings, it is required of me, as an im])artial Jiis- 
tOlian, to note here a very singular exani])le 
of the spirit of piety whicli reigned in the 
hearts of the Covenanters, es])eeially as I shall 
have to show tliat such was the cruel and im- 
placable nature of the Persecution, that time 
had not its wonted influence to soften in any 
degree its rigour. Thirteen years liad passed 
ifrom the time of the Pentland raid ; and surely 
the manner in which the country had suffered 
ftn* that rising might, in so long a course <d’ 
years, have subdued the aifimosity with which 
were pursued ; especially, as during the 
£arl of Tweeddale’s administration the bonds 
of peace had been accepted. But Lauderdale, 
now at the head of the councils, was rapacious 
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for money ; and therefore all offences, if 1 
may employ that courtly term, by which otil 
endeavours to taste of the truth were desig- 
nated, — all old offences, as I was sa 3 dr^, 
were renewed against us as recent crimes^ 
and an innocent charity to the remains trf 
those who had suffered for the Pentland nvidl 
was made a reason, after the battle of 
well-brigg, to revive the persecution of 
who had been out in that affair. 

The matter particularly referred to 
out of the following circumstances : 

The number of honest and pious men 
were executed in different places, and 
had their heads and their right hands 
which they signed the Covenant at 
cut off, and placed on the gates of towns 
over the doors of Holbooths, had been 
great. And it was very grievous, and a 
thing to the friends and acquaintances of dttlA 
martyrs, when they went to Glasgow, or Kiti" 
mamock, or Irvine, or Ayr, on their 
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biisitiess, to tryst or market, to see the remains 
of persons, whom they so loved and respected 
ill life, bleaching in the winds and the rains 
rf Heaven. It was indeed a matter of great 
heart-sadnesS, to behold such animosity carried 
the grave; few they were wlio could 


withstand the sight of the orphans that came 
tfakher, pointing out to one another their 

bones, and weeping as they did so, and 


tflwing with an innocent indignation, that 
Hew would revenge their martyrdom. 

-Well do I remember the great sorrow that 


r e one market-day in Irvine, some five or 
years after the Pentland raid, when Mrs 
came, with her four weans and her 
iged gudemother, to look at the relics of her 
liWidhand, who was martyred for hi§ part in 
rising. The bones yere standing, with 
of another martyr of that time, on a 
which had been put up for the purpose, 
l^eiow the first wicket-hole in the steeple, just 
fbove the door. The two women were very 
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decent in their apparel, rather more so than 
the common country wives. Tlie gudemo*^ 
ther, in particular, had a cast of gentility 
both in her look and ijarments ; and I hav^e 
heard the cause of it expound Al, from her 
having been the daughti^ of one of the Re- 
formation preachers in the gospel-spreading 
e}X)ch of John Knox. She had a crimson 
satin plaid over her head, and she wore# 
black silk apron and a grey camlet g6wii. 
With the one hand she held the plaid close 
to her neck, and the youngest child, a lassie 
of seven years or so, had hold of her by tb^ 
fore-finger of the other. 

Mrs M‘Coul was more of a robust 
and she was without any plaid, soberly dredB^ 
ed in the weeds of a widow, with a clean caia^‘ 
brie liandkerchief ^very snodly prined 
her breast. The children were likewise behll 
ly apparelled, and the two sons were buird^ 
and brave laddies, the one about nine, and the 
other maybe eleven years old. ^ 



RINGAN GILHATZE. 


105 


It would seem that this had been the first 
of their pilgrimag-es of sorrow ; for they stood 
some time in a row at the foot of the lolbooth 
stair, looking up at the remains, and wonder- 
ip^, with teaiK in their eyes, wliich were those 
they had come to see. 

Their appearance drew around them many 
oi^lookers, botli of the country-folk about tlie 
C|j 08 S and inhabitants of the town ; but every 
respected their sorrow, and none ventur- 
ed^ jto disturb them witli any tpiestions ; for all 
aaWr that they were kith or kin to the godly 
who had testified to the truth aiul the 
Covenant in death. 

/It happened, however, that I had occasion 
td^pass by, and some of the town’s folk who 
reOoilected me, said wliisperingly to yne an- 
oliler, but loud enough to be heard, that I 
one of the persecuted ; whereupon Mrs 
I^Coul turned round and said to me, with a 
‘dCmstrained comjK>siire — 

“ Can ye tell me whilk o’ yon’s the head 

e2 
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and hand o’ John M^Coul, that was executie4 
for the covenanting at Lanerk ?” 

I knew the remains well, for they had bMI: 
pointed out to me, and I had seen them ’smf' 
often, but really the sight of th« two woKigil 
and the fatherless bairns so overcfune 
that I was unable to answer. 


“ It’s the head and the hand beside it, 
has but twa fingers left, on the Kirkgal# «i||^ 
o’ the skelf !” replied a person in the 
whom I knew at once by his voice to be W^|jr 
Sutherland the hangman, although I had ||bW 
seen him from the night of my evasion. Jl|m 
here let me not forget to set down the 
tian worth and constancy of that simple 
godly creature, who, rather than be 
mental in the guilty judgment by which 
M‘Coul and his ffllow-sufferer were dooiBM 
to die, did himself almost endure martyrd^Mi 
and yet never swerved in his purpose, 
abated in his integrity, in so much, that whell 
questioned thereafter anent the same by 
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JSarl of Eglinton, and his lordship, being mov- 
^ by the simplicity of his piety, said, “ Pixir 
you did well in not doing what they 
Would have had you to do.*” 


^ My Lord,*” replied Willy, you are 
t leaking treason ' and yet you persecute to 
tlte Uttermost, which shows that you go against 
^le light of your conscience."’ 

W Do you say so to me, after I kept } on 
Ibont being hanged ?” said his Lordship 
j, ^ Keep me from being drowned, and I will 
tell you the verity.’’ The which honesty 



t poor man begat for him a compassion- 


iife4*egard that the dignities of many great and 


noble in that time could never com- 




When the sorrowful M^Couls had, indulg- 
1 ^' themselves in their meljncholy contenipla- 
they went away, followed by the multi- 
with silence and sympathy, till they had 
%iounted upon the cart which they had brought 
widi them into the town. But from that 
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time every one bej^an to speak of the impiety 
of leaving the bones so wofully exposed ; and 
after tlie skirmish at Drumelog, where Robin 
M‘Coul, tl\e eldest of the two striplings above 
sjiokcn of, happened to be, wh»n Mr John 
Welsli, with the Car rick men that went to 

t 

IJothwcll-biigg, was sent into Glasgow to 
bury llie heads and hands of the martyi?« 
there, Robin M^Coulcame with a party of hip 
friends to Irvine, to bury his father’s bones. 
I was not myself present at the interment, 
being, as I have narrated, confined to my 
by reason of my wound. But I was told ti|^ 
the neighbours, that it was a very solemn, 
afiecting scene. The grieved lad carried 
relics of his father in a small box in his haiKll, 
covered with a white towel ; and the godly ii^ 
liabitants of the town, young and old, and 
all denominations, to the number of seve:r^; 
hundreds,. followed him to the grave where 
body was lying ; and Willy Suth^^rland, moved 
by a simple sorrow, was the last of all ; and he 
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walked, as I was told, alone, behind, with his 
bonnet in his hand; for, from his calling, he 
counted himself not on an equality with other 
men. But it is time that I should rctiirn 
from this d^ression to the main account of 
my narrative. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Bkinc; wounded, as I have rehearsed^ 9A 
Drumclog, and carried to my own 
Sarah Lochrig, while she grieved with a 
thcr’s grief for the loss of our £irst-boni<»at^ 
the mournful fate of my honest brother, 
vanced my cure more by her loving 
trations to my acliing mind, than hi 
medicaments that were applied to the 1 
wound, in so much that iCiiaething 
dawn of comfort was vouchsafed to me. 

Our parish w^as singularly allowed to 
unmolested when, after the woful ^“7 4 


i 


Bothwell-brigg, Claverliouse came to ravj 
the sliire of Ayr, and to take revenge for 
discomfiture whicli he hatl suffered, in his en^' 
deavour to disturb the w orship and sacramepi 
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9t Loudon>hill. Still, however, at times clouds 
^€rcame my spirit ; and one night my daugh- 
Margaret had a remarkable dream, which 
tlmght us to expect some particular visita- 


, It was surely a mysterious reservation for 
greater calamity which ensued, that uhile 
vial of wrath was pouring out around us, 
mr house should liave been allowed to remain 
% unmolested. Often indeed, when in our 
worship I returned thanks for a 
ling so wonderful in that time of general 
has a strange fear fallen upon me, and 
aV6 trembled in thought, as if the thing 
#^w{iich I sent up the incense of my thanks 
^.Heaven, was a device of the Enemy of 
|||, to make me think myself more deserv- 
^of favour than the thousands of covenant- 
brethren who then, in Scotland, were 
tdng of the bitterness of the suffering 
Jut hi proportion as I was then spared, the 
Jtajvier afterwards was my trial. 
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Among tlie prisoners taken at Bothwell- 
brigg were many persons from our parish 
and neighbourh(K)d5 wlio, after their unhear^^ 
of sufterings among the tombs and graves of 
tin? (irey friars church-yard at ,Edinburghj 
were allowed to return home. Though in 
this tliere was a show of clemency, it wag 


yet but a more subtle method of the tyranny 
to reach new victims. For those honest men 


were not long lioine till grievous circuit-co^irt* 
were set agoing, to bring to trial not only all 
those who were at Bothwell, or approved c|l 
that rising, but likewise those who had 


at the Pentland raid , and the better to 


sure condemnation and punishment, sixtIW 
persons were cited from every parish to bc^ 


witness as to who, among their neighbou^ 
had been out at Bothwell, or had harboU|^ 


etl any of those ~ w ho were there. 



wicked curates made themselves, in thil 


grievous matter, engines of espionage, by 
giving in the names of those, their parishiem- 
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ers, whom they knew could bear the best 
testimony. 

Thus it was, that many wlio had escaped 
from the slaughter — from the Iiorrors of tlic 
Grey friars church-yard — and from the drown- 
ing in the Orkneys, -•-and, like myself, liad 
resumed their quiet country labour, were 
mimfked out for destruction. For tlie witnesses 
cited to Ayr agaiiist us were ))ersons who 
had been released from the Grey friars cliurch- 
yard, as I have said, and who, being honest 
men, could not, when put to their oaths, but 
bear witness to the truth of the matters 
ebarged against us. And notliing surely could 
better show the devilish spirit with which 
tboae in authority were at that time actuated, 
noTtlbe unchristian nature of the prelacy, than 
prisoners should thas have been set 
to be made the accusers of their neigh- 


and that the curates, men professing 
^^"be ministers of the gospel, should liave 



i4ltch fit instruments for such unheard-of 
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machinations. But to hasten forward to 
fate and issue of this self-consuming 
ny, I shall leave all generalities, and pioeted 
with the events of my own case ; and, in doing 
so, I shall endeavour what is* in me to !!►- 


scribe the particulars «with a steady hand.; 
for I dare no longer now trust myself .^10 
looking to the right or to the left of tke 


of ray matter. I shall, however, try to 
rate things just as they happened, leaving life? 
courteous reader to judge what passed 
time in the suffocating throbs wherewiti^j|||^ 
heart was then affected. 


It was the last day of February^ 
year following Bothwell-brigg, that, 
sequence of these subtle and wicked 
I was* taken up. I had, from my wiimd| 


been in an ailing state for many mont}||^ g 
could then do little in the field ; 
weather for the season was inild, tiiM. 
had walked out in the tranquillity of a svai 
afternoon to give my son Joseph 
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liiructians in the method of ploughing; for, 
he was then but in his thirteenth 
fidxtf he was a by-common stripling in ca^ 
|Mieity and sense. He was indeed a goodly 
and I had hoped, in my old age, to 
Iwtve sat beneath the riielter of his branches ; 
Itet the axe of the feller was untimely laid 
tiMhe root, and it was too soon, with all 
tiie bipssoms of the fairest promise, cast down 
the dust. But my task now is of ven- 


and justice, not of sorrowing, and I 
Jl0li$ wore sternly grasp the iron pen. 

fwrty of soldiers, who had been that 
sent out to bring in certain per- 
|i|||||siiiong whom I was one) in a list ma- 
transmitted to the Archbishop of 
by Andrew Dornoch, the prelatic' 
of our minister'^s ^lace, as I was 
the field where my son was plough- 
^i|P«w me from the road, and ordered me 
till they came up, or they would fire 
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It would have been unavailing of me,' in 
the state I then was, to have attempted to 
flee, so 1 lialted ; and, after some entreaty 
with tile soldiers, got permission from them 
to have my horse and cart yolcet, as I 
not very well, and so <to_b carried to Ayr. 
And liere I should note down that, althougll 
tliere was in general a coarse spirit amQ»g 
the King's forces, yet in these men' therp 
a touch of common humanity. This was 
no doubt partly owing to their haying 
some months quartered in Irvine, where 
became naturally softened by the friendly 
spirit of the place. It was not, however, 
dained that men so merciful should 
mitted to remain long there. 

As it was an understood tiling thait^e 
object of the triads to which tlie Coveapnj^ 
were in this manner subjected, was chiefly^ to 
raise money and forfeitures for the raptfrioKI 
Duke of Lauderdale, then in the rule 
jMiwer of the council at Edinburgh, my 
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carried away prisoner to Ayr awakened less 
grief and consternation in my family tlian 
might have been expected from the event. 
Through the humane permission of my guard, 
having a little time to confer A\ith Sarah Loch- 
rig Ix'forc going awa^, it was settled between 
tts that she should gather together what money 
she could procure, either by loan, or by sell- 
ing our corn and cattle, in order to })ro\ide 
for the payment of the fine that we counted 
iroiild be laid upon us. I was tl^en taken 
to die tolbooth of Ayr, where many other 
covenanted brc^thren were lying to await the 
proceedings of the circuit-court, which was 
to^be opened by the Lord Kelburne from 
Ginsgow, pn the second day after I had been 
carried thither. 

» Anpcmg the prisoners ^rc several who 
knew me w ell, and who condoled as Christians 
ifiill tne for the loss I had sustained at Both- 
80 ^ but for the denial of the fresh 
heavenly air, and the freedom of the 
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fielck, the time of our captivity might 
been a season of much solace : for they wisii 
all devout men, and the tolbooth, instead 
resounding with the imprecations of malefac- 
tors, became melodious with the voice -^#1 
Psalms and of holy •communion, and tlw 
sweet intercourse of spirits that delighted III 
one another for the constancy with which 
had borne their testimony. 

When the Lord Kelbume arrived, ^ Wm 


first day that the court opened, I 

i| 

moncd to respond to the offences laidlUtli^ 
charge, if any charge of offence it hi; 
called, wherein the purpose of the 


seemingly to search out opinions 


serv'e as matter to justify the infUctionUl 
fines,— the whole end and intent of^dloir 


circuits not being to award justice, to, 
find the means of extorting money, 
respects, however, I was more toai^U^ 
dealt by than many of my feUow«s«|iRiffil^ 
but in order to show how, even in Wf 
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thitf laws were perverted, I will here set 
ddlwo a brief record of iny examination, or 
trial as it was called. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


council-room was full ot people wh^n I 
was taken tliitlicr, and the Lord KelbtlAie, 

who sjit at the I lead of the table, was ab^iWd 

* ^ 

in the pnx'cedings by Murray, an advoettt^ 
from Kdinburgli. They were sitting ata 
round table, witliin a fence which pr6V€^li^e|i 
the spectators from pressing in upolt 
There were many papers and letters 
up in bundles lying before them, 
die burning, and wax for sigillatiop. 

Lord Kelburne and his counsellor, thei^ 
divers gentlemen seated at the table, and 
clerks to make 'notations. 

Lord Kelburne, in his appearance, n 
mild-lcK>king man, and for his years Mb 
was very lioary ; for though he was 6661111^*1? 
not passing fifty, it was in a manner 
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blanched. In speech he was moderate, in 
disposition indulgent, and verily towards me 
he acted in his harsh duty with much gen- 
tleness. 

But Murray had a don re aspect for his 
years and there wa^a smile among his fea- 
tures not pleasant to belK>Id, breeding rather 
distrust and dread, than winning eoidideiiee 
ibr afl^tion, which are the natural fruit of a 
cxUinteimnce rightly gladdened. He looked 
at 401© frdm aneath his brows as if I had 
tnalefactor, and turning to the Lord 
XdBume, said — 


■^'TAe ha» the true fanatical yellow look." 
was a base oliserve ; for naturally I 


of a fresh complexion, but my long illness, 
j|l|k4 the close air of the prison, had nnide m<" 


^fter some more ini|XTtinencies of that 
H&rtf he then said — 

^ Ringan Gilhaize, you were at the battle 
Sothwell-brigg.'” 


jroL. III. 


r 
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‘‘ I was not 5 ^’ said I. 

You do not mean to say so, surely 
‘‘ I liuve said it,’"" was my answer. 
Whereupon one of the clerks wliispered to 
him that there were three of the* name ui-^the 
list. 


0 cried tie, ‘‘ I crave your 
Uingan, there are sm0 i persons of^p|r 
name ; and though you were not at 
yourself, maybe ye ken those of your 

who were there, — Do you p**’ 

1 did know two,’’ was my calm answer ; 
“ one w as my brother, and the other my 
son.” 


All present remained very silent as I lasade 
this answer; and the Lord Kelburne bending 
forward, leant liis cheek on his hand at he 
rested his elbow oK the table, and looked yiEf|P 
earnestly at me. Murray resumed— 

“ And pray now, Ringan, tell us what hn* 
l)ecome two rebels ?” 

“* They were covenanted Christians,” saidl 
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I ; ‘‘ my son lies buried with those that wvrv 
slain on that sore occasion/' 

But your brother; he was of course 
younger than you 

“ No ; he was older/' 

‘‘Well, well, no* matter as to that; bui 
where is he?" 

“ I believe he is with hi> Makei* ; but his 
Ixxly lies among the rocks at the lM)ttoni of 
the Orkney seas." 

The steadiness of the Lord Kell)urne‘> 
countenance saddened into tlu* look of eoni- 
jmsaion, and he said to Murray — 

“ There is no use in asking him anv more 
c}liefttiouA about them, proceed with the ordi- 
naty interrogatories/' 

There was a murmur of satisfaction towards 
hifl Lordship at this ; and^Iiirray said — 

“ And so you say that those in the late re- 
bellion at Bothwell were not rebels 

“ I said, sir, tliat my son and my brother 
wre covenanted (’hristians/' 
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This I delivered with a firm voice, which 
seemed to produce some effect on the Lord 
Kelburne, who threw himself back in his 
chair, and crossing his arms over his 
looked still more eagerly towards me. 

“ Do you mean then to deny,’’’’ said Mor^ 
ray, “ that the late rebellion was not a rebel- 
lion 

““ It would be hard, sir, to say what it was; 
for the causes thereto leading,’’ replied I, 
“ were provocations concerning things of God, 
and to those who were for that reason 
ligiously tliere, I do not think, in a right 
sense, it can be called rebellion. Those who 
were there for carnal motives, and I donH 
not there were many such, I fancy evejpjr 
honest man may say it was with them reb^ 
lion.” 

“ I must deal more closely with him,” §mA 
Murray to his Lordship; but his Lordsidpi 
before allowing him to put any more quew* 
tions, said himself to me — 
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*'• But you know, to state the tiling plainly, 
that the misguided j)eople wlio were at Both- 
well, had banded themselves against the laws 
of the realm, whether from religious or carnal 
motives is *not the business we are here U) 
sift, that point is necessarily remitted to God 
and their consciences/’ 

Murray added, “ It is most unreasonable U» 
suppose, that every subject is free to deter- 
miiie of what is lawful to be obeyed. The 
thought is ridiculous. It would destroy tin* 
iflld of all laws which are for the advanbige 
of communities, and which .sf)eak tlie sense of 
the generality touching the matter and things 
to which they refer.” 

My Lord,” said I, addressing myself to 
Lord Kelburne, “ it surely will n«VT be de- 
med, that every subject free to exercise his 
dtacretion with respek to his ain conduct ; aiul 
your Lordship kens vera weel, that it is the 
of subjects to know the laws of the land ; 
iod your Lordship likewise knows, that God 
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has given laws to all rulers as well as subjects, 
and botli may and ought to know His laws. 
Now if I, knowing both the laws of God and 
the jaws of the land, find the one contrary to 
iIk‘ otlKw, undoubtedly God’s laws ought to 
iiae I lie jireferenee in my obedience.” 

Ills Lord si lip looked somewhat satisfied 
with tliis answer ; but Murray said to him — 
I will })ose him with this question. If 
presbyterian government were established, m 
it was in the year 1648, and some miniitisre 
wer(‘ not free to comply with it, and a law 
were made that none should hear them out 
o' doors, would you judge it reasonable thnt 
Muh ministers or their people should berittt 
liberty to act in contempt of that law.*” 

And looked miglitily content with iiiill* 
self for this sublety© but I said— • 

“ Really, sir, I canna see a reason why 
hearkening to a preaching in the fields should 
be a greater guilt than doing the same thiligf 
in doors.’' 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


127 


« If I were of your principles,'' niiid tlu 
advocate, ‘‘ and thought in niy conscicnci 
that the laws of the land were contrary to tlu 
laws of God, and that I could not conforni to 
them, I would judge it my duty rather to go 
out of the nation and live elsewhere, than 
disturb the peace of the land.'** 

That were to suppose two tilings,*' said 
I ; ‘ first, that rulers may make laws con- 
trary to the laws of Gcxl, and that when such 
laws are once made, they ought to hi' sub- 
mitted to. But I think, sir, tliat rulers being 
under the Jaw of God act wickedly, and in 
rebellion to him, when they make enact menls 
contrary to his declared will ; and surely it 
cat! ne’er be required that we sliouhi allow 
wickedness to be done/"* 

** I am not sure,"” said^urray to his Lurd- 
lidp, that I do right in continuing this ir- 
relevmit conversation.*” 

I am interested in the honest man‘H de- 
ftnoe,’’ replied Lord Kelburne, ‘‘ and as 'tis 
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in a matter of conscience, let us hear what 
xnakes it so.” 

Well then,” resumed the advocate, what 
can you say to the barbarous murder of Arch^ 
bishop Sharp ? — You will not Contend that 
murder is not contrary tp the law of Grod F’’ 

I ne’er contended,” said I, “ that any 
sin was permitted by the law of God— far teas 
murder, which is expressly forbidden in 
Ten Commands.” 

“ Then yc acknowledge the murder of th^ 
Archbishop to have been murder ?” 

“ That’s between those that did it inid 
God.” 

“ Hooly, hooly, friend!” cried 
“ that, llingan, winna do; was it or wm it 
not murder 

Can I tell, who was not there?” 

“ Then, to satisfy your conscience wi| 
score, Ringan, I would ask you, if a gailig 
of ruffians slay a defenceless man, do or 
they not commit murder ?” 
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I can easily answer that.’’ 

Lord Kelburne again bent eagerly forward, 
and rested his cheek again on his hand, plac- 
ing his elbow on the table, while I con- 
tinued — 

** A gang of ruffians coming in wantonncss, 
or for plunder, upon a defenceless man, and 
putting him to death, there can be no doubt 
is murder ; but it has not yet been called 
murder to kill an enemy in battle; and there- 
t&re, if the captain of a host go to war with- 
out arms, and thereby l>e defenceic ss, it can- 
be said, that those of the adverse party, 
who may happen to slay him, do any mur- 
der*^ 

Do you mean to justify the manner of 
tho death of the Archbishop exclaimed the 
tdlTOCate, starting back, aiTd spreading out his 
arms id wonderment. 

’Deed no, sir,*" replied I, a little nettlo(i 
il the construction he would put upon what 
I Said ; but I will say, even here, what Sir 

F 2 
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Davie Undsay o" the Mount said on the simi* 
liar event o’ Cardinal Beaton’s death,— 

As for tliis Cardinal, I grant 

He was tlie man we might well want ; 

God will forgive it soon : 

Rut of a truth, the sooth to say, 

Although the loon be well away, 

The fact was foully done.*’ 

There was a rustle of gratification among 
all in the court us I said the rhyme, and 
Kelburne smiled ; but Murray, somewhat 0lit 
of humour, said — 

I fancy, my Lord, we must consider 
as ail admission that the killing of the 
bishop was murder 

I fe^r,” said his Lordship, ‘‘ that nalte 
of the two questioife have been so direetfypn 
as to justify me to pronounce any decaaiuiiy 
though I am willing to put the most 
able construction on what has passed.^ 
then liis Lordship, looking to me, addedfw^ 
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‘‘ Do you consider tlie late rebellion, l>e- 
ing contrary to the King’s authority, rebel- 
lion ?” 

Contrary to the King’s right authority,'' 
replied I, it was not rebellion, but eon- 
traiyto an authority, beyond the right, taken 
by him, despite the law of (iod, it was 
rebellion.” 

Wherefore, honest man,” rejoined his 
Lordship kindly, would you make a dis- 
tinction that may bring harm on your own 
4tead? Is not the King’s authority instituted 
law and prerogative, and knowing that, 
tsdnnot ye say, that those wdio rise in arms 
against it are rebels ?” 

My Lord,” said I, you have rny an- 
swer; for in truth and in conseiencx* T can 
none other.” 

There was a pause for a short space, and 
of the clerks looking to Lord Kelburne, 
Ms Lordship said, with a plain reluctance, 
^ It must even be so ; write down that he is 



132 


RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


not clear the late rebellion should be called a 
rebellion and casting his eyes entreatingly 
towards me, he added — But I think you 
acknowledge that the assassination of Arch- 
bishop Sharp was a murder 

My Lord,” said I, ^ your questions ajre 
propounded as tests, and therefore, as an 
honest man, I cannot suffer that my answers 
should be scant, lest I might be thought to 
waver in faith and was backward in my tes- 
timony. No, my Lord, I will not call tJlS 
killing of Sharp murder ; for, on my 
science, I do verily think he deserved 
death ; First, because of his apostacy ; 
cond, ht^cause of the laws of which he 
tlie instigator, whereby the laws of God have 
been contravened ; and, third, for the woni, 
that those laws havo^ brought upon the lsH| 
the which stirred the hearts of the 
against him. Above all, I think his 
was no murder, because he was so strong |l| 
bis legalities, that he could not be brou^il I# 
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punishment by those to whom he had caused 
the greatest wrong and I thought, in say- 
ing these words, of my brother’s desolated 
daughter— of his own sad death in the stormy 
teas of the Orkneys — and of my brave and 
gallant Michael, tha^was lying in his shroud- 
less grave in the cold clay of Bod i well. 

XiOrd Kelburne was troubled at my answer, 
^jtid was about to remonstrate ; but seeing the 


tear start into my eye as those things came 
into my mind, he said nothing, but nodding 
derk, he bade him write down that I 


not acknowledge the killing of tlm 
a murder. He then rose and 


the court, remanding me to prison, 
saying, that he would send me word what 


Wtedd be the extent of niy punishment. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The same night it was* intimated to me that 
I was fined in five hundred marks, and tiiat 
bonds were required to be given for the pay- 
ment ; upon the granting of which, m con- 
sideration of my ill health, the Lord Kelbume 
had consented I should be set free? 

This was, in many respects, a more 
sentence than I had expected ; and in 
hope that perhaps Sarah Lochrig might 
been able to provide the money, so as to 01^ 
der the granting of the Iwnds and the 
ing of dhutioners unnecessary, I sent 
man on horseback^ to tell her the news ; |kti<l 

S3 

the man in returning brought my son Josepli 
behind him, sent by his mother to urge n|e to 
the IkjikIs at once, as she had not tiean 
able to raise so much money ; and the 
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to incite me, if there had been need for in- 
citement, she had willed Joseph to tell nic that 
a party of Claverhouse’s dragoons had been 
quartered on the house that morning, to live 
these till the fine was paid. 

Of the character* of those freeb(X)ters I 
needed no certificate. Tliey liad filled (‘A ery 
Other place wherever they had been quarter- 
ed with shame and never-ceasing sorrow, and 
therefore I was indeed roused to hear that 
my defenceless daughters were in their j)ower. 
So I lost no time in sending niy son t(^ entreat 
two of his mother’s relations, who were hein 
merchants in Ayr, to join me in the bond, — a 
which they did in tlie most conipassion- 
;~and, the better to ex})edite the 
1 got it to be permitted by the 
liord Kelbume that the IxAids should be sent 
idle same day to Irvine, wliere I liofx*(l to bc‘ 
dble next morning to discharge them. All 
i^his was happily concerted and brought to a 
|ltnili|inf issue before sunset ; — at which time 
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I was discharged from the tolbooth, carryinj 
with me many pious wishes from those whc 
were there, and who had not been so gexitlj 
dealt by. 

It was my intent to have proceeded home 
tlie same night, but my son was very tired witl 
the many errands he had run that day, and 
by his long ride in the morning ; moreover, 1 
was myself in need of repose, faf my anxietj 
had brought on a disturbance in my blood, 
and my limbs shook, and I was altogether 
unable to undertake any journey. I wai 
therefore too easily entreated of AichibaU 
Lochrig, my wife’s cousin, and one of my 
cautioners, to stop in his house that evenii^ 
But next morning, being much refreshed with 
a pleasant sleep and the fallacious cheoEm^ 
of happy dreams,^ I left Ayr, with my aoo, 
before the break of day, and we trav^cd 
with light feet, for our hearts were lifted il| 
with hope. 

Though my youtli was long past, and 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


137 


things had happened to sadden my spirit, I 
yet felt on that occasion an unaccountable 
sense of kindliness and joy. The flame of life 
was as it were renewed, and brightened in the 
pure and breezy air of the morning, and a 
bounding gladness rose in my bosom as niy 
eye expatiated around in the freedom of the 
spacious fields. On the left-hand the living 
sea seemed as if the pulses of its moving 
waters were in unison with tlie throbbings 
of my spirit ; and, like jocund maidens dis- 
pcwiing themselves in the flowing tide, the 
gentle waves, lifting their heads, and sj)read- 
ing (hit their i^nns and raising their white 
bosoms to the rising sun, came as it were 
to the smooth sands of the s})ark- 
iing shore. The grace of enjoy men t*bright- 
ened and blithened all things. Tliere was a 
cheerfulness in the songs of the little birds 
^chanted the young heart of my bloom- 
?l^ boy to break forth into singing, and his 
was gayer than the melody of the lark. 
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But that morning was the last time that either 
of us could ever after know pleasure any 
more in this world. 

Eager to he home, and that I might share 
with Sarali Lochrig and our children ^th^ 
joy of thankfulness for my deliverance,* I 
had resolved to call, in passing through 
Irvine, at the clerk’s chamber, to inquire if 
the bonds had been sent from Ayr, that my 
cautioners might be as soon as possible dis- 
charged. But we had been so early a^foot 
that we reached the town while the inli^bi- 
tants were yet all asleep, so that we thoilg^t 
it would be as well to go straight home ; Inii 
accordingly we passed down the 
through the town-end port without iAnig 
any jx *\son in the street, save only tJie 
herd, as he was going with his horn to aound 
for the cows to be sent out to go with him to 
the moor. 

The sight of a town in the peacefulliesg of 
the morning slumbers, and of a (ample man 
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going forth to lead the quiet cattle to pasture, 
fiii«d my mind with softer thouglits than I 
had long known, and I said to my son — 
Surdy those who would molest the peace 
df the poor hae ne'er rightly tasted the hless- 
ing of beholding the \‘onfidence with which 
thqp trust themselves in the watches of the 
nil^t and amidst the perils of their barren 
lol.^ And I felt iny heart thaw again into 
dmrity with all men, and I was thankful for 
the delight. 

As I was thus tasting again the luxury of 
gttilie dioughts, a band of five dragoons came 
.liffhy the road, and Joseph said to me that 
•lll^iWere the same who had been quartered 
hioiMbouse. I looked at them as they passed 
hffWkt they tunied their heads aside. * 

** 1 wonder,*” said, my soiif “ that they did 
Mffiek to me : I thought they ha^l a black 

took’’ 

** doubt, Joseph,'' was my answer, 
^4iie men are no lost to a' sense of shame. 
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They canna but be rebuked at the sight of a 
man that, maybe against their will, poor fid- 
lows, tlicy were sent to oppress.” 

“ I dinna like them the day, fath 4 ?r> they^re 
unco like ill-doers,” said the thoughtful and 
observing stripling. 

But my spirit was at the time full of god^ 
will towards all men, and I reasoned witkldm 
against giving way to unkind thoughts, eXf 
pounding, to the besl^ of my ability, 
ture of gospel-charity, and the heavi^fl^Mi 
of good-will, saying to him~ 

‘‘ The nature of charity ’s like the 
the sun, by which all things are diedAwi 
It is the brightness of the soul, And 
rious quality which proves our cde0^ lii^ 
scent.' Our other feelings are comaoiik dd 
creatures, but tlte feeling of charity i$ divina* 
It's the only thing in which man partull^^aif 
the nature of God.” 

Discoursing in this scriptural mann^,^ ilf 
reached tlie Gowan-brae. My heart bwt 
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wilh gladness. My son bounded forward to 
taU hifi mother and sisters of my coming. On 
gaining the brow of the hill he leapt from the 
ground with a frantic cry and clasped his 
hands. I ran towards him — but I remember 
no more, — though at tifnes something crosses 
my mind, and I have wild visions of roofless 
waUs, and a crowd of w'eeping women and 
^ent men digging among ashes, and a beaii- 
6ful body, all droppiii|r wet, brouglit on a 
deal iGnxn the mill-dam, and of men, as it was 
caviiod by, seizing me by the arms and tying 
aqi;; biada,~ai^ then I fancy myself in a 
bOHit £mtened to a chair ; — and sometimes I 
thhdt I was lifted out and placed to heek in 
dm fim imd to taste the fresli air. But what 


timo04dimiga import I dare^ only guess, for no 
00# i|#8mr#r told me what became of my he- 
Lochrig and our two bh»oming 
da|||^l#rs ;wall is phantasma that 1 recollect 
day of my return home. I said my 
ilpLliiir## ii^n, and my heart converted into 
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htone. O that they were indeed so ! But sot- 
rowing is a vain thing, and my task must not 
stand still. 

When I left Ayr the leaves were green^ 
and the fields gay, and the waters glad ; and 
wlien the yellow leaf bustled on the ground, 
and the waters were drumly, and the river 
loaring, I was somehow, I know not by what 
means, in the kirk-yard, and a film fell from 
the eye s of my reason,* and I l(X)ked around, 
and luy little boy had hold of me by the hand, 
and I said to him, ‘‘ Joseph, what’s ydn^aae 
hig and green in our lair ?” and he gasMlI kt 
my f ace, and the tears came into his eyes,^niid;^ 
he rej)lied — 

h'ather, they are a’ in the same grave.” 
I took ^my hand out of his I walked 
ly to the green tomb I knelt down, and-Jl 
caused my son to kneel beside me, and I' 
vowed enmity for ever against Charles Stliarl 
and all of his line ; and I prayed, in the #ordt 
of the Psalmist, that when he was judgINi li§ 



RINOAN GILHAIZK. 


14 ^) 


miglit be condemned. Tlien we rose ; but niy 
mm said to me — 

Father, I canna wish his eondem nation , 
but ni fight by your side till we have harlt 
him down from his bloody throne.*^ 

And I felt that I Ifad forgotten I was a 
Chiristiaii, and I again knelt down and prayi'd^ 
but it was for the sin I had done in the ven- 
geanco of the latter clause. ‘‘‘ Nevertheless, 
Lord,’** I then cried, "^as thou thyself didst take 
the sceptre from Saul, and gave the crown to 
me an instrument to \vork out 
dreadful justice, which in 
tiskie wm come to be.'” 

Then I rose again, and went towards tin- 
fdttCC ^here my home had been ; but when 
ItSHvirlllie ruins 1 ran back to the kirk-yard, 
myself on the grate, and cried to 
^ ^irth to open and receive me. 

* But the Lmrd had heard my prayer, and 
I lay there he sent down his consoling 
imd the whirlwind of my spirit was 
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calmed, and I rcniembered the promise of mjr 
son to fight by my side, and I rose to pre- 
pare myself for the warfare. 

While I was lying on the ground several 
of th(‘ iK'ighbours had heard my wild cries, 
and came into the kft*k-yard ; but by that 
lime the course of the tempest had been staid, 
and they stood apart with my son, who told 
them I was come again to myself, and they 
thought they ought not to disturb me; when, 
however, tliey saw me rise, they drew near 
and spoke kindly to me, and Zachariidi 
invited me to go back with him to 
for it was with him that I had been sheltered 
during the phrenzy. But I said— 

“ No : I will neither taste meat nor drink, 
nor seek to rest myself, till I have again n 
sword.” And I Untreated him to give me alit^ 
money, that, with my ^n, we might golntu 
Irvine and provide ourselves with weaponl. 

The worthy man looked very sorrOVirfiil to 
hear me so speak, and some of theotli#% 
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were standing by, began to rt'ason with nu 
and to represent the peril ol’any enterprise at 
that time. But I pointed to the gravt', and 
naid— 

‘‘ Fnens, do you ken what's in yon plaec*, 
ai| d do ye counsel nu* to peace?' At which 
words they turned aside and shcx)k their 
heiids ; and Zachariah Sinylic* went and 
brcnight me a purse of money, which having 
jWit into my bosom, I t(X)k my son by tlu‘ 
bandf and bidding them all farewell, we walk- 
.adtwtiie tovm silently together, and I thought 
brother’s words in his grief, that the 
apood of lightning was slow to the w islu s of 




G 



146 


RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


CllAV. XVI. 

On arriving; in Irviiu-* we went to the shop 
of Archibald Macrusty, a dealer in iron imple- 
ments, and I bought from him two sword& 
without hilts, which he sold, wrapt in straw- 
rope, as scythe-blades, — a method of disguise 
that the ironmongers were obligated to have 
recourse to at that time, on account of the 
starch now and then made for weape^ 
the soldiers, ever from the time that C%lV€Zv 
house came to disarm the people; aiid’;ivlkV^ 
1 had bought the two blades we wait to 
llailie Girvairs sliop, which was a nM of a’ 
things, and bought two hilts, without 
ipiestions being asked; for the bailie a 
discreet man, with a warm heart to the Co- 
venant, and not selling whole swordi^ but 
only hilts and hefts, it could nol iie Ifh- 
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puted to him that ho was fc^ilty of scllinjr 
arms fo suspected persons. 

Being thus provided with two swords, wo 
nfent into James Glasst)])''s pu])lio, wlioro, 
having partaken of some refresliment, wo 
remained solemnly .sitting by our^olves (ill 
towards the gloaming, wlien, recollecting that 
it would be a comfort to us in the halts of 
our undertaking, I sent out my son to buy 
1 ^ Bible, and while he was absent I fell 
adeep. 

On awaking from my slumber I felt 
grcptly composed and refreslied. I relleetecl 
on the events of the day, and the* terrible 
IfUlhB that had broken in upon me, and 1 
W»i not moved with the .same stings^ of des- 
peftlion that, on my coming to my.self, 
Kid shot like fire through my brain; so I 
to consider of the purjx^se whereon I 
iraa bowne, and that I had formed no plan, 
nor settled towards what airt I should direct 
’jny steps. But I was not the less determined 
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to jiroceed, and I said to iny son, was 
Sitting vciy tlioiio-litful with thk Boot lying 
on the tal)lo before Ihni — 

Open the Bible, and see what the Ldtd 
instructs us to do at this time.’' And he 
o})cned it, and the first w^)rds he saw and 
read were tliose of the nineteenth verse of the 
forty-eighth chapter of the Prophet Jere- 
miah, — 

‘ () inliabitant of Aroer, stand by the way 
and es})} ; ask liiin that fleeth, and her that 
esca])etli, and say. What is done ^ 

So I rose, and bidding my son close the 
Book, and bring it with him, we went 
with our sword-hilts, and the bladei 
with the straw-rope al)out them, in our 
into tlu* street together, where we hl|i| ^ 
long been wlien a soldier on horseback 
us in great liastc ; and many persons 
to him as he nxle by, inquiring wh^ news 
had brought ; but he was in trouble rf 
and heeded them not till he reached the 
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of the house where the eaplain of the soldiers 
then ill Irvine was abiditjo;. 

When lie had gone into tlie house and 
delivered his message, lie returned to the 
street, where by tliat time a multitude, among 
'which we were, had tissembied, and lie told to 
the many, who inquired as it wore with one 
voice,— That Mr ('argill, and a numerous 
party of the Caineronians, had ])assed that 
, afternoon through Galston, and it was thought 
they meditated some disturhance ('u the skirts 
<d^s ^ilmar noek , which made the commander 
King’s forces in that town send for aid 
toihe captain of those then in Irvine. 

Am $0on as I heard the new s, I resol v(‘d to 
^ihat night to Kilmarnock, and abide with 
mm^Mter-in-law', tlic widow of mv hrotlier 
Jaoctly by whose iiistrina^^'ittality I thought 
jpf might hear where the Caineronians then 
were. For, although I apjiroved not of tlieir 
fieperation from the general presliyterian kirk 
Ilf Scotland, nor was altogether content witfi 
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tlieir declaration published at Sanquhar, there 
was yet one clause which, to my spirit, %npQ* 
verished of all liope, was as food and rainient; 
and that tliere may be no perversion con* 
cerning the same in after times, I shall here 
set down the words of the clause, and the 
words are these : — 

“ Although w^e be for government and g«K 
vernors such as the Word of God and oar 
('ovenant allows, yet we for ourselves, and 
that will adhere to us, do, by thir presents^ 
disown (’harles Stuart, that has been rdi||^ 
iiig (or rather tyrannizing as we may 
tlie throne of Britain these years bygtHie,;.|Hl 
having any right or title to, or interest 
the crown of Scotland for govemm^i^ « |||^ 
having fotfeited the same several years «W0a 
hy liis ])er)ury and ^breach of Covenant bollt' 
to God and His kirk and further, Tdxdmpss 
prove of those passages wherein it was 
dared, that be should have been deniidaA 
of being king, ruler, or magistrate, or hawqf 
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any power to act or to be obeyed .as such 
m also, we being under the standard of our 
Ziord Jefeus Christ, Captain of Salvation, do 
declare a war with such a tyrant and usurjKT, 
and all the men of his practices, as enemies 
to our Lord.’^ 

Accsordingly, on hearing that the excom- 
municated and suffering society of tlie (hi- 
meronians were so near, 1 resolved, on re- 
cemng the soldier’s information, and on ai*- 
iknint of that recited clause of the Sanejuhar 
docsbantion^ to league myself with them, .and 
in their avenging ]>attles; for, like 
tiiey had endured irremediable wrongs, 
and oppressions, from the {KTsecu- 
IdVH nnd for that cause had, like me, abjurcal 
tllia Amnied and papistical race of riie tyran- 
yigilM -Stoarte. With myk son, therefore, I 
^ imnt toward Kilmarnock, in the ho}>e and 
the intent expressed; and though the 
iMi was five long miles, and though 1 had 
liOt apoken more to him all day, nor for days, 
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and weeks, and months before, than I have 
set down lierein, wc yet continued to tiavrf 
in silence. 


'J1ie niglit was bleak, and the wind eastelijr, 
but the road was dry, and my thoughts we#a 
eagt'i*; and we hastened inward, and reached 
tlie Avidow’s door, without the interchange of 
a Avord in all the way. 

“ AVha do ye want said my son, 
naobody hae lived liere since the dealS^^f 
aunty.’’' 


I was smote upon the heart, by 
Avords, ns it Aveie with a stone; for^il 
come into my mind to think of inquiring HP 
long the eclipse of my reason had lasted; 
of Avhat had happened among our 
the interim. This shock, however, 
lutary (‘fleet in staging the haste 
still in my thoughts, and I converied 


my son more collectedly than I could 


done ])efore it, and he told me of many thlt^ 
very doleful to hear, but I was thankfelt^lt^ 
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lemm, that the end of my brother's widow 
had been in peace, and not caused by any of 
those grievous unchances which darkened the 
latter days of so many of tlie })ious in that 
epoch of the great displeasure. 

But the disaj)|^intment of finding tliat 
Death had barred her d(x>r against us, made 
it needful to seek a resting-place in some 
public, and as it was not prudent to carry 
cmr blades and hilts into any such place of 
pconuscuous resort, wo went uj) ilie town, and 
hi^ them by the star-light in a field at a 
and then returning as wayfarers, 
ftntered a public, and lK*hj)oke a bed for 

While we were sitting in that house by the 
fire, 1 bethought me of .thi* Bible 
t my. son had in hi^hand, and told him 
it would do us good if he would read 
lldiapter; but just as he was beginning, the 
mh^ress said — 

Sirs, dinna expose yoursels ; for wha 

G 2 
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kens but the enemy may come in upon you. 
It’s an unco thing now-a-days to be sem 
reading the Bible in a change-liouse.’'’ 

So, being tlius admonished, I bade my sba 
put away tlie Book ; and we retired from the 
fireside, and sat by oursek in the shadow of a 
corner : and well it was for us that we did 
so, and a providential thing that the woifthy 
woman had been moved to give us the adr 
monition ; for we were not many minutes 
within the mirk and obscurity into whidi we 
had removed, when two dragoons, who hlld 
been skirring the country, hk^|p|i|Ml^}mu||^^ 
in pursuit of Mr Cargill, cail#"lii and 
themselves down by the fire. Being 
tired with their day’s hard riding, 
wroth ami blasphemous against all 
venanters for the trouble they gave ; 

and I thought when I heard them venlliig 
their bitterness, that they spoke as with ^ 
voice of the [XTsecutors that were the 
cavise of the grievances whereof they 
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plained ; for no doubt it was a liaU f iil thing 
to persons dressed in autliority not to get 
their own way, yet I could not but wonder 
how it never came into the minds of such 
persons, that if they had not trodtlen ujK)n 
the worm it would never have turned. As 


for the Cameronians they were at war with 
the house of Stuart, and having disowned 
King Charles, it was a thing to be J(K)kcd 
fw, that all of his sect and side would 
tibeir consistent enemies. So I w as none trou- 
, | | ||^ , faj what the soldiers said of them, but 
^«pirit was chafed into the quick to hear 
of their enmity against 
Covenanters and presbyterians, re- 
whom they swore with the lioarsc- 
liif revenge, wishing in such frightful 
the whole of us in the dej)ths of jkt- 
dlfion, that I could no longer hear tliein with- 
out rebuking their cruel hatred and most foul 
impiely. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


“ WiiAT gars you, young man,'*'' said I to the 
fiercest of the two dragcjons, an Englisbet, 
“ wliatgars you in that dreadful manner iisife 
and hlasj)heme honest men, who would, if 
they were permitted, dwell in peace with hiU} 
mankind 

“ Pei'mittod !*''' cried he, turning TOliil^ 
})lacing his cliair between me and the 
“ and who does not permit them ? Let tllK 
seek tlie way to licaven according to law,|Hii 
no one will trouble them.’’ 

Theolaw, I’m thinking,” replied 
mildly, ‘‘is mair likely to direct them 
otlier place.” 

“ Here’s a fellow,” cried the soldier, 
oil si V laughing to his companion, ** ih^ 
calls the King’s pr(x;lamation the devil’s 
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post. I say, friend, come a little nearer the 
light. Is your name Cargill 

No,*” replied I ; and tlie light of tlie fire 
happening to shine hriglit in his face, 
my son laid his tremhling hand on mine, and 
whispered to me wi^h a faltering tongue — 

O ’ It’s one of the villains that hiinif our 
hmse, and 

What more he added I know not, for at 
tlie^word I leapt from my seat, and rushed 
tlpon the soldier His companion fh‘w in he- 

E H US; but the moment that the criminal 
my son, who also sprung forward, lie iit- 
i a fearful howl of horror, and darteil out 
^tehouse 

WttPhe other soldier was sijr])nsi*d, hut col- 
; and shutting the door, to^revent us 
pursuing or escaping, said — 

^ What the deviTs this 

ThaCs my father,” said my son boldly, 
Aifigan Gdhaize of Quharist.” 

«fThe dragtK>n lcK>ke<l at me for a moment 
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with concern in his countenance, and then re- 
plied, I have heard of your name, but I wa$ 
not of the party. It was a damned black jol). 
But sit down, Ecclesfield will not be badit* 
He has ever since of a night been afraid of 
ghosts, and he*’s off as if he had seen one. So 
don’t disturb yourself, but be cool.” 

I made no answer, nor could I ; but I tei- 
turned and sat down in the corner where we 
had been sitting, and my son, at the 
time, took his place beside me, laying htahand 
on mine : and I heard his heart beatingt buit 
he too said not a word. 

It happened that none of the 
longing to the house were present at the"t||lf 
roar ; but hearing the noise, the mistresi )l3i^ 
the gudeman came rushing ben. The 
who still stood calmly with his back to^ t&e 
door, nodded to them to come towardd 
which they did, and he began to tell tfaM 
something in a whisper. The landlord held ^ 
his hands and shook his head, and the 
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tress cried, with tears m her eyes, “ No won- 
der ! no wonder 

«Had yc no l>etter gang out and sue foi 
EfBcIesfiekl said the landlord, with a signi- 
ficant look to the soldier. 

The young man 4*ast liis eyes downi, and 
seemed thoughtful. 

^ I may be blamed,’’ said he. 

Gang but the house, glide wife, and bring 
ibe gardivinc,” resumed the gudeinan ; and I 
sar him touch her on the arm, and she im- 
went again into the rcHim whence 
Ulljirhad issued. Come into t||e fire, Jack 
PrlmlBcir, and sit down,” continued he , and 
with some reluctance, ijuitted the 
and took his seat between and it, 
Ecclesfield hatl been sitting 

MYe ken, Jack,” he ^jesumed when they 
seated, that unless there are two of 
present, ye canna put any man to Uie test, 
mihax every body who has not lK*cn tested is 
to go wheresoever it pleasures hinisel ” 
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The dragoon looked compassionately to- 
Avards me ; and the mistress coming in at the 
time with a ease-bottle under her arm, and a 
green Duteli dram-glass in her hand, she fill- 
ed it with brandy, and gave it to her husband. 

Here's to you, Jack Windsor,’” said the 
landlord, as lu‘ ])iit the glass to his lips, 
‘‘ and I wish a^ the English in England were 
as orderly and good-hearted as yoursel. Jack 
Windsor. 

He tlieii held the glass to the mistress, an^ 
she made it a li]>})y. 

“ Hae, J^ek,’' said the landlord, Pm sui% 
after your hard travail the day, yell no he 
the waiir of a dram.'” 

‘‘ (\irse th(‘ liquor,’' exclaimed thedragOOH> 

Pm n(it to be bribed by a dram.” 

Nav,” cried the landlord, Gude fotbtd 
that I should be a briber,” still holding the 
glass towards the soldier, who sat Ipil thoil^t* 
ful pt>sture, plainly swithering. ; 

That fellow’ Ecclesfield,” said he, as, ft 
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were to himself, “ the ^anu's iij) with itim in 
this world.’" 

** And in tlu‘ next too, Jac'k VN'nuUor, if 
he does na rojK'nl,"' replied the landlord ; and 
the dragoon ])i It forth his hand, and taking the 
glass, drank ofl' the l^randv. 

‘‘ It's a dainiu‘d liard sia-x ice this here in 
Scotland,” said Windsor, holding the einptv 
glass in his liand. 

*^’Decd is'l Jack,” said the landlord, and 
it caima Ik? a ])lensant thing to a u arin-lieart- 
jed lad like yon, Jack Windsor, to 1 h‘ ra\ag- 
poor country folk, only Inrause they hae 
^gbt|;ai!l a bee in their bonnets (dnait })relae\ 

T Damn prelaey, says 1,” cvelaiined the 
limgoon. 

Whisht, wliislit, Ja(‘k,‘'’ said ^he land- 
letd ; but when a inatfs sae seondislit as 
ya' tnaiin be the night aftir your sklrring, 
a word o’ \exation eanna he a gn at fant. 
,<3udewife, fill Jack's gla^s again. h(' a’ 

better o’t, Jack and he to(J. the gl;i-- 
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from the dragoon\s hand and licld it to his 
wife, who aoaiii filled it to the flowing eye. 

I should think, said the dragoon, that 
Keelesfield cannot ])e far off. He ought not 
to have run away till Ave had tested the 
range' rs."" 

Ah ! Jack AVindsor,""’ replied the land- 
lord, holding out the glass to liim, that**8 
(‘asy for you, an honest lad w i’ a clear com 
science, to say, hut think o’" wduit Ecclesfield 
was art and ])art in. Ye may thank your 
stars. Jack, tliat ye hae neVr been guilty 
tlio foul tilings that he''s wyted wi’. Are yoUf 
father and mother living. Jack Windsor.^"” * 

I Itojie so,’" said the dragoon, but the 
old man was a little so so wdieii I last heard 
of 'em.’' 

“ Aye, Jack,*’ replied the landlord, lUlM 
folks an' failing subjects. Ye hae some brothclri 
and sisters nae doubt ? They maun be weet 
looked an they’re ony thing like you, Jack.’' 

I have hut one sister,” replied the dr«* 
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goon, ** and tliere\ not a /^ooilor ^irl In Kn^- 
land, nor a lady in it that has llu* of 

Sally Windsor.’'’ 

‘‘ YcVe ])raw folk, you J‘]fi^’li.slK‘rs, and 
ye’re happy folk, whilk is far hetti rr saul the 
landlord, presenting 4lie second ^lass, which 
Jack drank oft* at onct*, and n liirru-d to th(‘ 
mistress, signifying with lh>. hand that In- 
wanted no more ; upon which she nllred with 
the gardivine, while the landlord continued, 
it’s weel for you in the south yoiuh r, Jack, 
that your prelates do not luirass honest folk.'* 
^ We have no prelates in 1 ingland, thank 
GkKl,’’ said the <lragoon ; “ we wouldn't have 
our parsons are other sort things. ' 

I thought ye liad an liosl o' bishops, 
Jack,” said the landlord. 

« True, and g(XKl fellf>w^ some' on *ein are ; 
but though prelates he !)ishoj)s, l)isho[)s a'ri't 
pidates, wliich makes a difierence." 

And a hles-^ed difference it is ; for how 
ye like to hear of your father's house 
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l)L‘in^' ])iinU and liim in prison, and your lx>nny 
intiocciU slstc'r? — Idi ! is nae tliat Ecclcsfield's 
foot t Iam]H'ring w ]iis spurs at the door 

Tlu' drap;()()n listened again, and looked 
thoughtful for a little time, and turned his 
evus hastily towards tin'^ corner where we were 
sitting. 

'idle landlord eyed him anxiously. 

Vc's,"' cried tlie ])oor follow, starting from 
his seat, and striking liis closed right b^nd 
sliarply inio liis left ; “ yes, I ought and I 
will;’’' adding calmly to tlie landlord, liSOii- 
found Ecclcsfield, wliere the devil is he gotie ? 
ril go see;"’ and lie instantly went out. 

The moment lie had left the kitchetlj the 
landlord rose and said to us, Flee, flee, and 
([uit this dangerous town !” 

AVh(‘ri’U|)oii wo rose liastily, and my son 
Hfling the Eihle, which he had laid in tlte 
darkiu'ss of the corner, we instanter left 
house, and, notwithstanding the speed 
uas in our steps as hurried up the street, 
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I had a of the ev)ni|).is^i<»iiiiir Miidici 

standing al tlie eorncr (»1‘ tlu' lutUM ur 

rail by. 

Thus, in a very (‘Xtniordinary in.niiui , was 
the dreadful wo that had hefallen me and 
mine most wonderfulfy made a mean, thi‘ouL:li 
the conscience ol* lOccleslield, it) efleeiuate our 
e^^caJx^ 
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< HAP. XVIIL 

On It-avuio' the* public ‘'wt‘ went straight to 
thi' place wlier(‘ our ])laties arul belts lay, and 
l(M)k iheni up, and proceeded in an easterly 
du’(‘ctl()n. Put 1 soon found tliat I was no 
longi'K the man I had once been; suffering 
aiul the fever (^f my frenzy had impaired my 
strengtli, and the weight of four and fifty 
\ear> was on my back; so that I began to 
weary for a place of rest for the night, and I 
iooivc'd oi'ten around to discover the star, of 
any window ; l)ut all was dark, and tfie Weak 
easteriv wind searclied my very bones ; even 
my M)!!, whose sfurdy health and yoothy 
blcKHi made him abler to tliole the night-^Air^ 
eomplaiived ol’ the nipjnng eoltk 

'Many a tinu‘ yet, when I rememlK?r tlif^ 
mirht, ilo I think with wonckn* and reverence of 
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our condition. An indnn -Ikmi'kI innn, 
a deranged head and a hroki n lu art, 
forth aniid>tlhf a\ inlrr''' nv ind, a littlr 
Iwy, not pas.sin^’ thirtem years of* t(t pul! 
down from liis throin* th(‘ ^iiarded Kin^ of 
three mighty kingchmis, — and wa* did it, — 
«neh w^as thi- doom of a\ ending ju^'die, and 
such the pleasure* of IK'aveii. Ihit l< t im 
pnxiecd to rehearM* lla* trials 1 was T’eijinn’d 
to undergo hefort- tin* aeeomjihslmu iit of liial 
high pnxlestination. 

Wearv, as I have said, \erv cold and di' 
ams^llate, we \valk(*d hirpling togetliei ioi 
ffoine time ; at last wa* lieard the i innhlmg of 
wheels Indore us, and my son running tdi- 
waid came hack and told nn' it u.i- a ear- 
tier. I hastened on, and wilti a gi^ at sali — 
fadion found it vvas Jlohin Ih'own, tliv Ayr 
lllld KilmariKK-k carrier. I liad known lilin 
for many years, ami surely it w as a pro- 
vidential thing that we met him in our distr-ess, 
foe he was the brother of a genii)- man, on 



168 


KINGAN GILHAIZE. 


whose head, while his family were airouiKl 
him, Claverhouse, with liis own bloody haiidi @9 
placed the glorious diadem of martyrdotti* 

He had been told what had befallen me 
and mine, and was greatly amazed 
my voice, and tliat I was again come to my- 
self; and he helped both my son and me 


into the cart ; and, as he walked by llie 
w heel, he told me of many things 
hap})ened during my eclipse, and 
ireadful executions at Edinburgh 
prisoners taken at Airsmoss, and 
papist James Stuart, Duke of Yll4b 
King’s brother, was placed at thf. 
the Scottish councils, and w^as then 
in the delights of cruelty, with the 
the tort\ire and the thumbikiiis upOn 
ers suspected, or accused of being hai(|pwil 
their vows and their rehgious 
But my mind was unsettled, ^and ^ 
calamity passed over it like the easi||^E|| 
that blew that night so ireezingly, 

2 
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tlie mxiae at the time, but of which the luor- 
row showed no memorial. 

I said nothing to Robin Brown of what 
lapy intent was, but that I was on my way to 
Cameronians, if I knew where they 
be found ; and he informed me, that 
irfttW^^the raid of Airsmoss tliey hiul scatter- 


ed ihemselves into the South country, where, 
had the chief command, the 

number of tlieir friends was likely to he daily 

*■ ^ k'h‘ 

by the natural issue of his cruei- 
that vindictive exasperation, which 
and an aiFi*ction of his mind for 
he had met with at Drum- 



t,” aaid the worthy man, “ I hope, 
Gilhaize, yen’ll yet consider* the ste[) 
pe tak it. Ye’re ms at this time in a 
no’ health to warsle wi’ hanlship, and 
there’s owre young to he o’ ony 
the way o’ war ; for ye ken tfie Carn- 
ds hae declar’t war against the King, 


linL. 111. 
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and, being few and far apart, they’re faimted 
down in a’ places.” 

“ If I canna light wi’ men,” replied my 
brave stripling, I can help my father; bl^ 
I'm no fear't : David was but a herd 
maybe nae aulder nor l>lgger than me# i’SnSben 
he felTt the inuckle Philistine wi’ a stane*^ 


I made no answer myself to RobiH BtoiwIi’b 
remonstrance, bec*ause my resolution 
ed as it were with a gir of brass and adli^l|litt, 
and, therefore, to reason more or farthli^lS^ 
cerning aught but of the means to 
my pur|>ose, was a thing I could mil 
Only I said to him, that being 
not in my wonted health, I w'ould' 
com])ose myself to sleep, and he woidd 
me when lie thought (it, for that I 
go with him to Olasgow, but shape 
towards the South country. So I 
myself out, and my dear son laid hinaillBpit 
my back, and the worthy man happii|^^ 
with his plaid, we soon fell asleep. 
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When the cart stopped at the Kings well, 
*ir||^e Bobin was in the usage of halting half 
iPt hour, he awoke us ; and there being no 
fflrailgers in the house we alighted, and going 
illy Wmaned ourselves at the fire. 

Ctet of a compaseion for me the mistress 
vanned j|nd spiced a pint of ale; but, instead 


txf di^ng me any gcKxl, I had not long par- 
of the same when I cxperieneetl a great 


and a trembling in my limbs, in so 
that I felt myself very ill, and ])rayed 
Unkind woman to allow me to lie down in a 
which she consented to do in a most 
lili^iiitable manner, causing her husband, who 


covenanted man, as I afterwards found. 


of his, and give me their own. 
cold and the tremblings wert- but the 
and beginnings «of a sore malady, 
rose to such a head that Robin 
p|H|iBl taiglet more than two hours for me ; 
ii|{|,aUll I grew' worse and worse, and could 
p|l^ be removed for many days. On the fifth 
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I was brought so nigh unto the gates of death 
that iTiy son, who never left the bed-stock, 
thought at one time I had been released from 
my troll b le. But I was reserved for the task 
that llie Lord had in store for me, and from 
that time T began to fr?covcr; and nothing 
could excised the tenderness wherewith I was 
treated by those Samaritan Christians, the 
landlord and liis wife of the public at King^ 
well. This db temper, however, left a j^cat 
imbecility of body behind it ; and I wonA^^led 
whether it could be of providence to pref<ini 
me from going forward with my avenging 
pose against Charles Stuart and his 
lors. 


Being one day in this frame of d ubiety 
in the bed, and my son sitting at my 
said to him, ‘‘ the Book, and t 
read whicli he .accordingly did; andi^ 
verse that he cast his eye upon was thetl 
fourth of the seventh chapter of Isaiah, ** 
arrows and with bows shall men come.” 
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. ** Stop,'*’ said I, and go to the window 
dnd see who are coming hut when he went 
thither and looked out he could see no one 
far nor near. Yet still I heard the tramp of 
many feet, and I said to him, “ Assuredly, 
Joseph, there are many persons coming to- 
wards this house, and I think they are not 
men of war, for their steps are loose, and they 
march not in the order of battle.'” 

This I have thouglit was a wonderful 
.ijfiarrmess of hearing with which I was for a 
ItaattOli then gifted ; for s<x)u after a crowd 
lOS persons were discovered coming over the 
towards the house, and it proved to be 
Cargill, with alxjut some sixty of the 
who had been hunted from out 
'^liliir hiding-places in the south. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


It is surely a most strange matter, that 
ever I come to think and to write of the'lsSheilti 
of that period, and of my sickness at 
well, my thoughts relapse into infirmity, aifiid 
all wliich then passed move, as it were, befcTO 
me in mist, disorderly and fantastical. 
wherefore need I thus descant of my^nSim 
estate, when so many things of the 
conceniment are pressing upon my 
registration ? Be it therefore efitongh 
mention here how much I was reflresh^l^ 
the prayers of Mr Cargill, who was 
into my si’ck-chaml>er, where he wrestled 
great efficacy for recovery ; and th^iyfl^o 
he had made an end, I felt so much 
ened, that I caused myself to be raised ifepW 
my bed and placed in a chair at the 
window, that I might see the men who 
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IWl^ll^iirtened from on liigli, by the sense of 
offerings, to proclaim war against the 
1i|il!|-4w€Mrn King, our common foe. 

Wtey were scattered before the liouse, to 
ll^mber of more than fifty, some sitting 
eSI^BlOiiea, others stretched on the heather, anti 
walking about hy themselves, nnninat- 
OH mournful fancies. Their apjjearanee 
thought wild and raised, — their beards 
been shaven for many a day, — tlieir 
was also much rent, and they had all 
great misfortunes in their families 
$ubstance. Their homes had been made 
; some had seen their sons put to 
and not a few the ruin of their inno- 
l|ltt daughters and the virtuous wives of their 
by the fruit of laws and etlicts 
||||||i^bad issued from the^'ouncils of Charles 
and were enforced by men drunken 
Hilli the authority of his arbitrary will. 

But though my spirit clove to theirs, and 
in unison with their intent, I could not 
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but doubt of so poor a handful of 
men, though it be written, that the race is 
not to the swift nor the battle to the strong, 
and I called to my son to bring me the 
Book, that I might be instructed from the 
Word what I ought at tiiat time to do; and 
Avhen he had done so I opened it, and the 
twenty-second chapter of Genesis met my 
eye, and I was awed and trembled, and my 
heart was melted with sadness and an 
ing grief. For the command to Abraham^"^ 
sacrifice Isaac his only son, whom he so 
on the mountains in the land of Moriah, reqtdiP* 
ed of me to part with my son, and to send Idiih 
with the Caineronians ; and I prayed wMl # 
weeping spirit and the imploring silence o|il 
paretjfs lieart, that the Lord would be pleiii|j| 
not to put my faith^to so great a trial. 

I took the Book again, and I 
second time, and the command of the 8aei|$f 
oracle was presented to me in the fifth 
of the fifth chapter of Ecclesiastes— 
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** Better is it that thou shouldcst not vow, 
than that thou shouldcst vow and not ])ay."' 

But still the man and the father were })ower- 
ful with my soul ; and the weakness of disease 
Wim in me, and I called iny son towards me, 
and I bowed my h«ad upon his hancls as he 
stood before me, and wept very bitte rly, and 
pt^essed him to iny bosom, and was loath to 
send him away. 

He knew not wliat caused the struggle 
Wherewith he saw me so moved, and he hc- 
eeme touched with fear lest my reason was 
agilin going from rne. Hut I dried my eyes, 
told him it was not so, and tliat maybe 
I would be better if I could compose myself 
read a chapter. So I again opened the 
iftdcune, and the third command was in thc> 
l|ipe|ity-»ixth verse of the ^nghth chapter of St 
iHli^w : 

Why are ye fearful, O ye of little ffiith 

But still notwithstanding my rebellious 
.heart would not consent and I cried, — “ I 

h2 
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am a poor infirm, desolate, and destitute 
and he is all that is left me. O that filing 0^ 
were closed in death, and that this head, 
sorrow, and care, and much misery have Wiadi 
untimely grey, were laid on its cold 
and tlie green curtain the still kirk«yiU!d 
were drawn around me in my last long sleep*^ 
Then again the softness of a mothe4‘^pMld* 
ness came uyion my heart, and I grasjj^ 
wondering stripling’s hands in mine, 
them, saying, ‘‘ But it must be so, it i| dib 
Lord’s will, — thrice has he commanded, ISHl 
I dare not rebel thrice.” 

What has he commanded, father,^ 
the boy, what is his will, for ye ken itiniWi 
be done 

Read*” said I, “ the twenty-s^ad Gbli|^ 
ter of Genesis.” 

‘‘ I keift, father; it’s about AbrallWMii||| 
- . * 1 
wee Isaac ; but though ye tak me intO’^ip 

land of Moriah, and up to the top df 

maybe a ram will be catched by the hotflA^ 
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^ whin-bush for the burnt-oftering, and ye II 
HO hae ony need to kill me.'**' 

At that moment Mr Cargill came again 
into the room to bid me farewell; but seeing 
iHy son standing with the tear of simplicity in 
his eye> and me in^ha weakness of my infirm 
estate weeping upon his hands, he stopped 
and inquiretl what then had so moved us ; 
f'llHteupon I looked towards him and said — 
** 'V^en I was taken with the malady tliat 
lilllips changed the man in me to more than 
3^ littleness of woman, ye ken, as I have 
Jiktdy told you, we were lK)wne to st'ek your 
and to fight on your side. But when I 
pplldld your dejected and niuch-pcrsecuted 
A doubt came to me, tliat surely it could 
tipl be that the Lord intended through them 
to about the deliverance of the land ; 

1114 under this doubt as to what I should now 
«nd my limbs being moreover still in the 
of sickness, I consulted the oracle of 
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“ And what has been the answer 

It has instructed me to send my son with 
you. But O, it is a terrible probation.*” 

You have done well, my friend,*” repliM 
the godly man, “ to seek advice from TH» 
Woiu) ; but apply agaii^and maybe — maybe, 
Ilingan, ye‘’ll no be put to so great a trial.*” 
To this I could only say, “Alas! sir, 
twice have I again consulted the oracle, ait4 
twice has the answer been an exhortation at^ 
a reproach that I should be so loth to obey*^ 
“ But what for, father ,*’*’ interposed my* so% 
‘‘ need ye be sac fashed about it. I woulll 
ne’er refuse ; — I’m ready to gang, if ye Wfll 
na sac weakly ; — and though the folk afcf^ 
the house are but a wee waff-like, ye ken itifc 
written in the Book, that the race is not ^ 
the swift nor the battle to the strong.*” 

Mr Cargill hx)ked with admiratioh at tlHI 
confidence of this young piety, and laying IAl 
hand on the toy’s head, said, “ I have Hill 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel. The 
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Lord is in this, Ringan, put your trust in 

Him.’’ 

Whereupon I took my son'’s lianil and I 
placed it in the martyr’s hand, and I said, 
Take him, lead him wheresoever ye will. 
I have sinned almost to disobedience, hut tl)'‘ 
Confidence has been renewed within nu‘.” 

Rejoice,” said Mr (’argill, in words that 
were as the gift of health to my eideebled 
spirit, ^ Rejoice, and In* exceeding glad ; lor 
l^reat is your rewanl in heaven ; for so perse- 
cuted * they the prophets whicli were before 

he pronounced the latter clause I felt 
fnjI^Ahoughts flash with a wild remembrance 
desolation of my house; but he began 
thanks for the comfort tifat he him- 
lUslf enjoyed in his outcast condition, of be- 
lisiding so many proofs of the unshaken con- 
atttncy of faith still in the land, and ])rayed 
for me in words of sucli sweet elocpience, that 
even in the parting from rny son, — my last, 
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whom I loved so well, they cherished me with 
a joy passing all understanding. 

At the conclusion of his inspired thanks«> 
giving, I kissed my Joseph on the forehead^ 
and bidding him remember what his 
house had been, bade hinf farewell. 

His young heart was too full to reply ; and 
Mr Cargill too was so deeply affected that 
he said nothing ; so, after shaking me by the 
hand, he led liim away. 

And if I did sin when they were departed^ 
in the complaint of my childless desolatidn^ 
for no less could I account it, it was a 
that surely will not be heavily laid 
me. “ O Absalom, my son, my son,*«-*wopld 
I had died for thee,*” cried the warlike Smff 
David, wlien Absalom was slain in rebdllipi 
against liiin, and Itl? had still many cMldltH 
but my innocent Absalom was all that I 
left. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Dt^ElNG the season ^liat the malady continued 
upou me, through the unsuspected agency of 
Robin Brown, a paction was entered into with 
of my neighlK)urs, to Uike tlie lauds of 
Quharist on tack ainono’ them, and to pay me 
stipend, by which, means were oh- 
taiood to maintain me in a decency wlien I 

t aWe to be removed into Glasgow. And 
El my strength was so far restored tliat I 
cm||d bear the journey, th(‘ same good man 
into a stipulation with Mrs Aird, the 
a gospel minister, to recciVe me as a 
!«««•, and he carried rrA? in on his cart to 
iHlr house at the foot of the Stock well. 

With that excellent person I continued se- 
months unmolested, hut without hearing 
Wy tidings of my son. Afflicting tales were 
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however of frequent occurrence, concerning 
tlie rigour wlierewitli tlie Cameronians were 
hunted ; so that what with anxiety, and the 
hack ward rK‘ss of nature to rally in ailments 
ayont fifty, I continued to languish, incap- 
able of doing any thing i» furtherance of the 
vow of vengeance that I had vowed. Nor 
should I suppress, that in my infirmity there 
was often a wildness about my thoughts, by 
which I was unfit ted at times to hold com- 
munion with other men. 

On these occasions I sat wondering if the 
thinirs around me were not the substancelesa 
imageries of a dream, and fancying that ^hose 
terrible truths whereof I can yet only trust ray- 
self to hint, might be the fallacies of a diseased 
sleep. And I contested as it were with the 
reality of all tliat I saw% touched, and fd|;^ 
and struggled like one oppressed with an 
cubus, that I might awake and find myseJt 
again at Quliarist in the midst of my familyi^ 

At other times I felt all the loneliness of 
4 
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solitude into which my lot was then cast, and 
\i was in vain that I tried to appease my 
craving a^cctions with tlie lltought, that in 
parting with my son I had given liini to the 
Lord. I durst not say to myself there was 
aught of frenzy in dliat consecration ; but 
when I heard of Caineronians shot on the 
hills or brought to the scafl'old, I ppyed 
that I might receive some token of an accept- 
ed offering in what I had doiii*. 

Sterner feelings too had their turns of pre- 
dominance. I recalled the manifold calami- 
tied which withered my native land — the guilty 
provocations that the people had received — 
the merciless avarice and rapacious profli- 
gacy diat had ruined so many worthies — the 
erimeB that had scattered so m.'iny families — 
the contempt with whi^h all our wrongs 
woes were regarded ; and then I would 
rasnember my avenging vow', and su})plicate 
&r badth 

At last, one day Mrs Aird, who had been 
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out on some household cares, returned IkUM 
in great distress of mind, telling me that tibb 
soldiers had got hold of Mr Cargill^ and hitd 
brought him into the town. 

O 

This happened about the ninth or 
July, in the afternoon and the day hekig 
very sultry, the heat had oppressed me I'dtih 
langiior, and I was all day as one ladetf 
sleep. But no sooner had Mrs Aird told 
this, than I felt the languor depart frmn |ja«v 
as if a cumbious cloak had been taken 
and I rose up a recruited and re-aMfWed 
man. It was so much the end of my del^ty 
of body and sorrowing of mind, that sh^ Vaa 
loquacious with her surprise when she ai»ir 
me, as it were, with a miraculous restcilSnli^ 
prepare myself to go out in order to i| 

possible, some account of my son. 

When, however, I went into the street^ ||||^ 
.saw a crowd gathered around the . 
house, my heart failed me a little, not 
fear, but because the shouts of the 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


187 


like the yells and derisions of insult ; 
fuill X thought they were poured upon the 
hfaiy suffiwer. It was not, however, so ; the 
^p98p^taught jjeople of Glasgow were, not- 
Ikitfistaxiding their prelatic thraldom, moved 
fiur otherwise, and th^ir shouts and scoffings 
were against a townsman of their own, wlio 
had reviled the man of God on seeing him a 
prisoner among the soldiers in the guard- 


then knowing this I lialted, dubious if 
{ go forward ; and while standing in 

% lather at the comer of the Stockwell, a 

-S •‘A 

ttSti came up from the bridge, driven by a 
Stalling* ' I saw that the cart and liorse were 
Brown’s, and before I had time to 
lookamuiad^ my son had me by the'liand. 

We said little, but rejoiced to see each 
mller again. I observed, however, that his 
il^parel was become old, and that his eyes 
ipare grown quick and eager like those of the 
Inmted Cameronians whom I saw at Kingswell. 
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“We hac ta’en Robin Brown’s cart fjrae 
him,'” said he, that I might come wl’t^ un- 
jealoused into the town, to hear wh^s to be 
done wi" the minister ; hut I maun tak it 
hack the night, and maybe we’ll fa’ in the- 
gitlier again when I liae done my errand.” 

Witli that lie parted from me, and gWing 
the horse a touch with his whip, drove it 
along tow^ards the guard-house, whistlin 
a blithe country lad that had no care. 

As soon as he had so left me, I went bldk 
to Mrs Aird, and providing myself with 
money I had in tlie liouse, I went to a sbop 
and bought certain articles of apparel, which 
having made up into a bundle, I requested, 
the better to disguise my intent, the 
chant to earry it himself to Robin Brown the 
Ayr carrier's cart, •• and give it to the lad who 
was with it, to take to Joseph GilhMase,-HA 
thing easy to he done, both the horse and 
cart being well known in those days to thtf 
cliief merchants then in Glasgow. 
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VVhen I had done this I went to the hrid^ro, 
ahd^Sl^aning OTcr it, looked into tlie ]x*aeeful 
flowing Ikle, and there waited for nearly an 
hour before I saw iny son returning ; and 
when at last he came, I could })erceive, a> he 
was approaching, thSIt he did not wish I 
should speak to him, wliile at the sanu* lime 
he edged towards me, and in passing, said as 
it were to himself, “ The l)undl(‘'s safe, and 
he's for Edinburgh })y which 1 kiu'w that 
the Upparel 1 had bougbt for liim was in his 
hai^S) and that he had learnt Mr Ca?*gill was 
to sent to Edinburgh. 

Tins latter circumstance, Iiowevcr, <)j)eiu*d 
to lue a new light with respect to the (’amer- 
onia^Sy and I guessed that they liad friends 
in the town with whom they were Tn stcret 
jOGHfrespondence. Hut, alas«( the espionage 
all on their part, as I very soon u as 
gpHlgOt tOtknow ])y experience. 

'though the interviews with Joscjih, my 
passed, as I have herein narrated, they 
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had not escaped observance. For some mie 
before, though I was seen but as I Ism 

invalid nian, somewhat unsettled u/his xmody 

t ^ 

there were persons who marvelled whez^efoie 
it was that I dwelt in such sequestration wilji 
Mrs Aird ; and their marvelling set theoipM 
of the })relacy upon me. And it so fdl emt 
that some of tliose evil persons, who, for llW 
or malice, had made themselves the beagles of 
the persecutors, ha])pened to notiCi^ the man- 
ner in winch my son came up to he 

entered tlie city driving Robin Brown^S wt, 
and tliey jealoused somewhat of the 

They followed him unsuspected, saA siNr 
ill ^\hat manner he mingled with thocpowd; 
and they traced him returning ont 0^ the 
town ith seemingly no other cause for 
ing come into lit, than to receive hitie 
store of a})}mrel that I had provided 
This was ground enough to justi||' 
lestatiim against us, and accordingly the * eM f | 
night I was arrested, and carried next l^0m 
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Edinburgh. The cruel officers would 
hdre forced me to walk with the soldiers, hut 
CVory one who beheld my pale face and eiiui- 
dlited frame, cried out against it, and a cart 
wa» allowed to me. 

On readiing Edinbifrgh I was placed in the 
tdibooth, where many other sufferers for the 
Cftitfle of the Gospel were tlien lying. It was 
afotal and an unwholesome den : many of tht* 
gtliltl^ inmates were so wasted, that they 
were'^^i^ajher like frightful effigies of death 
than living men. Their skins were yellow, 
titA bands were i'o]>e(I and war|>t witli 

sinews in a manner very awfid to 
Thrir eyes were vivid witli a strange 
dilil«Sl|»rliture^ and there was a charnel-house 
i|«*oiiiy in the melancholy with whiCfi they 
a new brother ins affliction, that 
feel when 1 entered among tliem, as 
ilimd come into the dark alM)de of spectres, 
wiA manes, and dismal shadows. 

HSie prison was crowded over-much, and 
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though life was to many not worth the ^are 
of preservation, they yet esteemed the 

gift of llieir Maker, and as such considered it 
their duty to prolong for his sake. It was 
therefore a rule with them to stand in succes- 
sive bands at the windP>ws, in order that they 
might taste of the living air from without ; 
and knowing from dismal experience, that those 
who came in the last suffered at first more 
than 1 1 lose who were before, it was a charit- 
iible self-denial among them to allow |o Such a 
longcT jieriod of the window, their only aolaoc* 
Thus it was that on the morning the 
third day after I had been immured in that 
doleful place, I was standing with 
others behind a party of those who in 

possession of the enjoyment, in order that We 
might take theii«places when the hour 
and while we were thus awaiting in patieiK^I^ 
tedious elapse of the weary moments, 
was heard in the streets as of the aipptOS^ ^ 
a multitude. 
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'There wavS somethin^: in the coininix sound 
6f that tumult unlike the noise of anv otlu r 
multitude; — ever and anon a feeble slioutin^, 
and then the roll of a drum ; hut tlu‘ neneral 
sough was a munnur of horror followt'd by a 
rushing, as if the j)e(]^)le were* seared by sonic 
dreadful sight. 

The noise gieu louder and nearer, and 
hodrse bursts of a\ersion and anger, mingled 
with lamentations, wert' distiiietly heard. 
Ev«ry one in the prison ])ressed to the 
window, wondeiing what hicU'oiis jiroec'sMon 
occasion the expression of such contra- 
nous feelings in tlie ])(>pvdact‘, and all eage-r 
to catch a glimpse of the dismal pagc anl, ex- 
pecting that it was some devoted vietim, who, 
according to tlie practice of the tfme, was 
treated as a sentenced eriiwinal, even ;is he 
wta conveyed to his trial. 

What do you see said I to one of 
the prisoners who clung to the bars of iron 
with which the window near where I sto(Kl 
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was grated, and who thereby saw farther 
down tlie street. 

I can see but the crowd coming,” said 
Jie, “ niid every one is looking as if he grew- 
ed at something not yet in sight.” 

At that inonient, and while he was speaking, 
there was a sudden silence in the street. 

Wliat has lia])pencd P” said ona^f the 
suherers near me : my heart beat ^mmiy 
that I would not myself inquire. 

Tliey have stopped,” was the fnswer; 
"" ])ut now they come. I see the magistrates. 
Their guard is before tliem, — the protest is 
lli ^t — they are coming two and two— and they 
look very sorrowful.” 

Are tliere but the magistrates P” said I, 
making un effort to press in closer to the 
window. 

Aye, now it is at hand,” said the nam, 
who w as elinging to the grating of the win- 
dow. "" Tile soldiers are marching on eaoli 
side — I see the prisoners ; — their hands sire 
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tied behind, ilk loaded wi^ a goad of iron — they 
are bareheaded — ane — twa — threi* — four — 
five— they are five fatherly-looking men. ' 
They are Canieronians,"'* saitl I, some 
what released, I know not uluTt'fore, unless 
it wu» because he sptike of no youth heing 
among them. 

‘‘ Hush!” said he, hen' is another — lie 
ii on horseback — I see the horse's head — Oli ! 
t}ie sufferer is an old grey-headed minister — 
llisJiaad is uncovered — he is placed with his 
to the horse's tail — his hands are tied, 
are fastened with a ro]>e l)eneath 
tho horse'^s belly. — Hush ! they art' pas.sing 
under the window,” 

At that moment a shriek of horror tom 
from all then looking out, and everf oru n - 
ooikd from the window. ♦In the same in- 
iMOt a bloody head on a halbert was held np 
W looked— I saw the ghastly features, 

tud I would have kissed those lifeless lips ; 
O ! they were my son s. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

I HAD laid that son, nfy only son, whom I 
so loved, on tlie altar of the Covenant, a® 
ofierin^ unto the Lord; but still I did hope 
that maybe it would be according to the 
mercy of wisdom that lie would provide a 
lamb in the bush for tlic sacrifice ; and when 
the stnpling laid })arted from me, I- o&e® 
felt as the mother feels when the milk of 
is in her bosom, and licr babe no longer 
I shall not, however, here relate how my 
sold was wounded at yon sight, nor ask th^ 
court eoifs reader to conceive with what agony 
I exclaimed, ‘‘ Wherefore was it, Lotd» thiijfc 
I w as commanded to do that unfruitful thing 
for in that very moment the cry of my 
ing faith was rebuked, and the mystery of thife 
required sacrifice was brought into wondfSf** 
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ful effect, inaiiifestino* that it was for no light 
purpose I had l)eeii so tried. 

My fellow-sufferer, who Jiiing by the bars 
of the ])rison-window, was, like llu‘ otlier wit- 
nesses, so siiaken by the wolul sju'ctaek*, 
that he suddenly jtrked liiin^elf aside to 
avoid the siglit, and by that action the u eight 
of his body loosened the bar, so that when 
l|ie pageantry^ of horrors liad passed by, lu* 
felt it move in his grip, and he told us that 
likely Providence had an invisible hand in 
bloody scene; for, hv the loosening of 
that stancher, a mean was given wherc'hy we 
ll%ht all escape. Accordingly it w as agreetl, 
that as soon as the night eloped over tlie 
WCUfld, we should join our strengtlis togetlier 
to bend tlie bar from its socket in tlfe lintel. 

And then it was I udd tlR.'in that what they 
kMd seen was the la.st relic of iny martyred 
fiunily ; and w'e matle ourselves w rotli with 
the recital of our several w rongs ; for all 
ihore had endured the scourge of the j)erse- 
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c iitors ; and we tonk each other by the haild^ 
and swore a dreadful oath, never to desist in 
our endeavours till we had wrenched the scep- 
tre from the tyrannical grasp of the Stuarts, 
and broken it into })ieces for ever; and we 
hurst into a wild strain bf complaint and cki- 
inour, calling on the blood of our murdered 
friends to mount, with our cries, to the gat^ 
of Heaven; and we sang, as 'it were with' 
the voices of the angry waters and the winds, 
the hundred and ninth Psalrn ; and at the 
end of evei’v vers(? we joined our haudi, 
crying, Upon Charles and James Stuart^ 
and all their guilty line, O Lord, let it be 
doiK' and a vast multitude gathered around 
the prison, and the lamentations of Uittny 
without Was a chorus in unison with the 
dismal song of oui< vengeance and despair. 

At last the shadows of the twilight began 
lo darken in the town, and the lights of the 
windows were to us as the courses of the stars 
of that sky wliich, from our prison-chamber, 
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could not be seen. We vvatchetl their prot^ress, 
iVom the earliest yellow glimmering ol’ tlie 
lamp in the darksome wynd, till the last 
little twinkling light in the duelling of the 
widow that sits and sighs eomj)ani()nless with 
her distaff in the suyiinits of the city. And 
we continued our vigil till they ware all one 
by one extinf^ished, save only the candles 
at the bedsides of the dying. Then we 
twined a portion of our clothes into a rope, 
having fastened it to the iron bar, soon 
drew it from its place in the stone*; hut just 
^ we were preparing to take it in, hy some 
accident it fell into the street. 

The panic whicli this cau.sed pre vented us 
attempting any thing more at that time ; 
for a sentinel walked his rounds on the* out- 
side of the tolbootli, and we could not hut 
think he must have heard the noise. A sullen 
despair in consequence entered into many of 
our hearts, and we continued for tlie remain- 
der of the night silent. 
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But though otlicrs were then shaken in 
their faith, mine was now confident. I sawj 
by what liad liap])ened in the moment of my 
remonstrance, that tliere was some great de- 
liverance in reservation ; so I sat apart by my- 
self, and I spent the niidu in inward thanks- 
giving for wliat liad liecai rdready done. Nor 
was this confidence long without its reward* 
In i1k‘ morning a brother of one of my 
fellow-suflerci’s coming to condole with hinii 
it being generally reported that we wergiall; 
doomed to die, he happened to see the bar 
lying on the street, and, taking it up, hid it 
till lie liad gone into a shop and provided 
himself with a cord. He then hastened to us, 
gave ns llie cord, and making what speed he 
could, hronglit the iron in his plaid; and, 
Aveliaving lowered the string from the win- 
dow, lie fastened the bar to it, and we drew 
it up undiscovered, and reset it in its place, 
by wliicli the defect could not be seen by any 
one, not even from the street. 
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That morning, by the ])r()vi(lc‘iK i‘ \\ Inch was 
visible ill this, beciiiiie, in our jinson, a season 
indeed of liglit. and gratiilalloii ; and tlu' day 
passed with us as a Sabl)ath lo our spli-lts. 
The anvils of l'\*ar were luislicd, and the 
shuttles in tlic looiu% of Anxicl v w ert* at jH'st, 
while Hope again walked abroad In t host* 
sunny fields where, amidst vernal blos>oni.s and 
shining dews, site expatiates on the delights 
of the flowing cluster and the rl|H>ned fruit. 

The young man, who had been so guided 
to find the bar of iron, eoneerted with another 
friend of his to be in readiness at night on a 
signal from us, to master the sL-ntinv 1. And 
at the time appointed they did s(; ; and it 
happened that the soldier uas tin* same hu- 
mane Englisher, Jack Windsor, ,\sho had 
allowed me to escajxj at Kymarnoek, and lie 
not only remained silent, but even when re- 
lieved from bis post, said nothing; so that, to 
the number of more than twinty, we lowered 
ourselves into the street and escaped. 

I 2 
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But tlu‘ city gates at that hour being shut, 
tliere was no egress from the town, and many 
()1‘ us knew not whereto hide ourselves till the 
morning. Such was my condition ; and wan- 
dering u}) and down for some time, at last I 
turned into the Blackfriars-wynd, where I 
saw a light in a window : on looking around I 
laheld, by that light, engraven on the lintel of 
an o])posite door, In the Loud is my 


Heartened by the singular providencJ||||H 
was so manifest in that cheering text, flHp 
to the door and knocked, a 
swered to the knocking. 

I tohl Iicr what I was, and whence I had 
come, and entreated her to have compassion, 
and shclto»* me for the night- 

Alas !’' said *she, ‘‘ what can hae sent 
YOU here, for this is a bishop’s house 

I was astounded to hear that I had beer 


so led into the lion’s den ; but I saw pity in 
the countenance of the damsel, and I told 
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her that I was the father of the ixior youth 
whose head had been c arric'd l)y the t ( u- 
tioner tliroii^h the town the day i)efoi-e, and 
that I could not hut believe IVovldenei* had 
sent me thither; Jov sundv no one v\ouId 
ever think of seareiiin^ f<»r ino in a bisfiop'.v 
house. 

Greatly niovi'd by what 1 said, slu* bade 
me softly follow her, and she h'd nu* to a 
solitary and ruinous chamber. Site then vv- 
tired, but presently returnc*d with some re- 
freshment, which bavin L»' plaet^d on an old 
chest, she bade God be* with me, and went 
away. 

With a spirit of inexpressible admiration 
and thanksgiving 1 jiartook ol' that ripast, 
and then laying myself down on the bare 
floor, was blessed with the enjoyment of a 
downy sleep. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

I si.EPT ill tliat ruinous room in tlie Bishop’s 
house till far in tlie mornino-, ^vllcn5 on go- 
ing to the window Avith tlie intent of drop- 
ping nivself into the Avyncl, I saw that it was 
ordained and recjuiied of me to remain where 
I then was ; for tlie inmates of the houses 
foreiKiit wert‘ all astir at their respective vo- 
cations; and at the foot of the wynd, looking 
straight uj), was a change-liouse, into which 
there was, even at that early hour, a great re- 
sorting of hein elderly citizens for their dram 
and sna}). IMoreover, at the head of the 
Avynd, an aged earlin, with a distaiF in her 
arms and a whorl in her hand, sat on a door- 
step tending a stand of apples and comfits ; 
so that, to a surety, had I made any attempt 
to escajie by the window, I must have been 
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i&een by some one, and laid liold of. I there- 
fore retired back intt) tlie ()l)sem*itv of llu- 
chamber, and sat down ag*ain on the old kist- 
lid, to abide the issues that were in n'serva- 
tion for me. I had not, howt'ver, ])eeii lon^ 
there, till I heard the voiees of persons i-nter- 
ing into the next cliamber behind where I was 
sitting, and I soon discerned by tlu ir court ( sies 
of speech, that they wen* liords of* llie rrivy 
Cquncil, who had come to walk uith tlu' 
Bishop to tile palace, wliere a council was 
summoned in sudden liaste that morning. 
The matter whereof they discoiirscal was not 
af" first easily made out, for they we re con- 
versing on it when tliey entered ; hut I wry 
soon gathered that it boded no good to tlu 
Cfi^nanted cause nor to the liberties of Scot- 
Iftttd. 

What you remark, Alierdeen,'' said one, 
‘‘ is very ju.st ; man and wife are the s?mie 
person ; and altliough Queensherrv ha.s ob- 
served, that tlic revenue require.s the penal- 
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ties, and tliat husbands ought to pay for their 
wives, I look not on the question in that light ; 
for it is not right, in my opinion, that the 
revenues of tlu* crown should be in any de- 
gree dependent on fines apd forfeitures. But 
the presbyterians are a sect whose main prin- 
ci])le is rebellion, .and it would be happy for 
the kingdom were the whole race rooted out; 
indeed I am (juite of the Duke of York’s 
opinion, that there will be little peace among 
us till the Lowlands are made a hunting-field, 
and tlu‘ref()rc‘ am f .as earnest as Queensberry 
that the fines should be enforced.” 

“ Lertainlv, my Lord Perth,” replied 
Aberdet n, “it is not to be denied, that, what 
with their Covenants, and Solemn Leagues, 
and Gos])el pretensions, the presbyterians are 
dangerous and bad subjects; and thougK 1 
shall not go so far as to say, with the Duke, 
that the Lowlands sliould be laid waste, I 
doubt if there be a loyal subject west the 
castle of Edinburgh. Still the office which 
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I have the honour to hold does not allow 
me to put any interpretation on the law^ dif- 
ferent from tile terms in whieli the sense is 
cjonceived.*” 

Then,'"’ said Pertli, “ il' there' is any doiihl 
about the terms, tlie^law must he altered ; for, 
unless we can efi^eetually crush the preshyte- 
rians, the Duke will assuredly have a rou^h 
accession. And it is better to strangle the 
lion in his nonage llian to (.‘neounter him in 
his full growth.” 

I fear, my Lord,"" replied tlu* Karl of 
Aberdeen, that the j)resbyt(‘nans are strong- 
er already than we are willing to l(‘t oursi'ives 
believe. The attempt to make them aeeept 
the episcopalian establisliment has now lieen 
made, without intermission, hn* more tlian 
twenty years, nnd they an^ e ven less suhmis- 
sive than they were at the beginning/' 

“ Yes, I confess,"" said Lord Perth, tlnit 
they are most unreasonably stubborn. It is 
truly melancholy to see w hat idols many sen- 
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sible men make of tliemselvcs about tlie forms 
of worship, especially alxait those of a reli- 
gion so imgent 1 email ly as the presbyterian, 
wliicli has no respect for the degrees of rank, 
neither out nor in the churcli."*' 

Ihn afraid, 1‘erth,^# replied Aberdeen 
laughing, “ that ^\hat you say is applicable 
both to the King and his brother ; for, between 
ourselves, I do not think there are two per- 
sons in the realm who attach so much import- 
ance to forms as they do.^’ 

Not the King, my Lord, not the King 
cried Terth ; ‘‘ Charles is too much a man of 
the world to tixiuble himself about any such 
trifles."" 

“ They are surely not trifles, for they over- 
turned his fathers throne, and are shaking his 
own,’" replied Aber(Jc*en emphatically, “ Pray, 
have you heard any thing of Argyle lately 
O } es,"" exclaimed Perth merrily ; ‘‘ a 
capital story, lie has got in with a rich 
burgomasters frow at Amsterdam ; and she 
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has guilders enew to iiulenniify him for the 
loss of half the Hi gh lands/" 

Aye Z"' replied Aberdeen, I do not like 
that ; for there lias been of late a Hocking of 
the presbytcrian malcontents to Holland, and 
the Prince of Orangey gives them a better re- 
cqption than an honest man should do, stand- 
ing as he does, both with i’es})ect to the 
crown and the Duke. This, take my word 
for it, Perth, is not a thing to be laughed at."’ 

that, Aberdeen, only shows the ne- 
cessity of exterminating these cursed jn’cs- 
byterians. We shall have no })eace in Scot- 
land till they are swept clean away. It is 
not to be endured that a King shall not rule 
his own kingdom as he pleases. How would 
Algyle, and there was no man pnnuler in 
his jurisdictions, have liked had his tenants 
covenanted against him as the 2)resbyterians 
have so insultingly done against liis Majesty’s 
government.^ Let every man bring the ques- 
tion home to his own business and bosom, 
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and the answer will be a short one, Dcmn 
with the presbyterians r 

While they were thus speaking, and I 
need not advert to what passed in my breast 
as I overheard them, Patterson the Bishop 
of Edinburgh came in# and with ftny in- 
terjections, mingled with wishes 
procedure, lie told the Lords of c m«| i^ape. 
He was indeed, to do him justice, a JS|||^ of 
some repute for plausibility, and take him 
all in all f(>r a prelate, he was^Hknitb, pot 
void of the charities of humJHHure, oom- 
})arcd with others of his sect. 

‘‘ Your news,*’*’ said the Lord Perth to him, 
"" does not surprise me. The societies, as the 
Cameronians are called, have inserted thw 
roots and feelers every where. Rely upon’t. 
Bishop Patterson,^ that, unless we chop off the 
whole connexions of the conspiracy, you 
can hope neither for homage nor reverence 
in your appointments.’’ 

I could wish,” replied the Bishop, that 
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some experiment were made of a gentler 
ocMitfse than has hitherto been tried. It is 
HOW a long time since force was first employ- 
ed : perhaps, were his Royal Higliness to 
slacken the severities, conformity would lose 
some of its terrors in%he eyes of llie misguid- 
ed presby terians ; at all events, a more lenient 
policy could do no harm ; and if it did no 
good, 4t would at least be free from tliosc‘ 
imputed cruelties, which are supposed to jus- 
tify' the long-continued resistance that ha« 
brought the royal authority into sucli diffi- 
culties.’^ 

At this juncture of their conversation a 
gentleman announced, tliat his master was 
ready to proceed with them to the palace, 
and they forthwith retired. Tluas did 1 
obtain a glimpse of the i^mer mind of the 
Privy Council, by which I clearly saw, that 
what with those members who satisfied their 
consciences as to iniquity, because it was 
made seemingly lawful by human statutes, 
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and what witli tliose who, like Lord Perth, 
considered tlie kingdom the King’s estate, 
and the people liis tenantry, not the subjects 
of laws by wlileli he was bound as much as 
they ; together with tliose others who, like 
the Bishop, considered •mercy and justice as 
ex})edients of state policy, that there was no 
hope for the peace and religious liberties of 
the presbyterians, merely by resistance ; and 
I, from that time, began to think it was only 
through the instrumentality of the Prince of 
Orange, then heir-presumptive to the crown, 
fmling James Stuart, Duke of York, that 
my VOW' could be eiiectually brought to pass. 
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CHAP. XXIIl. 

As soon as those of fhe Privy Council h.ul, 
their attendants, left llie lioiise, and pro- 
ceeded to join the Duke of York in tlie pa- 
lace, the charitable damsel came to me, and 
ooiiyeyed me, undiscovered, tlirouirli tlie liall 
anci into the Cowgate, where slie liad ])rovide(l 
a mitn, a friend of her own, one Charles 
BfOWnlee^ 'who had been himself in the hands 
of the Philistines, to conduc t me out of thc' 
toirn$ ami by him I was guided in safe ty 
Cowgate, and put into a house just 
the same, where his mother rc'sided. 
Here,” said he, “ it witl he as wc*li for 
you to bide out the daylight, and being now 
j^tih the town- wall, yell can gang whare yc 
Ihke unquestioned in thc gloaming."” And so 
•aying he went away, leaving me with liiw 
1 
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mother, an ancient matron, with something 
of thi‘ remnant of ladyness about her, yet 
was she not altogether an entire gentlewoman, 
though at tlu* first glimpse she had the look 
of (me of the very liighest degree. 

Notwithstanding, licftvcver, that apparition 
of finery whicli was about her, she was in trufli 
and in heart a sincere woman, and had, in the 
better days of her younger years, been, as she 
relicarsed to me, gentlewoman to the Countess 
of Argyk*'s mother, and was on a fbotiiiig of 
cordiality with divers ladies of the bedcham- 
ber of what she called the three nol^Uties, 
uieaning those of Scotland, England, and Ire- 
land ; so that I saw there might by her be 
oj^ened a mean of espial into the camp of the 
adversaries. So I t(7ld her of my long 
malady, and the* shock I had suffered by %hlit 
I had seen of my martyred son, and entreat^ 
that she woidd allow me to abide with herii^* 
til my spirits were more composed. 

Mrs Brownlee having the compassion of a 
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iPjttmtian, and tlie tcndenu'ss of lier 

was moved by my story, and very l eadilv 
GKjHisented. Instead therefore of goin^ forth 
at random in tiie evening, as I was at one 
mindet, I remained in liej* house ; where 
indeed could I at that lime flee in tlie liopi' of 
dividing any place of refuge ? Ibit altliough 
this was adopted on the considerations of Iho 
man reason, it was nevertheless a link in the 
cha^ of providential methods by wliich I was 
to adhieve the fulfilment of my vow. 

The house of Mrs Brownlee being, as I 
have intimated, nigh to the gate of tlie city, 1 
saw the window all that went into and 

came out therefrom ; and the same afternoon 
^ha4 visible evidence of the temper where- 
wijth; 4he Duke of York and his coufisellors 
had been actuated that day at Holyrood, in 
comequence of the manner in which wt‘ liad 
baan delivered from prison ; — for Jack Wind- 
the poor sentinel who was on guard 
wh«|fl we escaped by the window, was brought 
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out, supported by two of his companions, 
feet ] laving’ been so crushed in the torturous 
boots ])efore the Council, during his examina*^ 
tion anent us, that he could scarcely mark 
them to the ground ; his hands were aliso 
bound in cloths, through wdiich the blood 
still oozing, from the pressure of those dread- 
ful thimibikins of iron that were m often 
used in those days to screw accusations, out of 
honc'st men. A sympathizing crowd followed 
the destroyed sufferer, and the sight fbr a 
little while afllicted me with sore regret- But 
when I considered the compassion that the 
])e()])le showed for him, I was £110^ ifdlh a 
strange satisfaction, deducing en- 

couraging ])ersuasidhs, that every new nj^mi 
the peisecutors removed a prop fronn'/^^ 
own poAver, making its overthrow inoi^v0ri|| 
more inevitable. 

While I was peering from the window 
these reflections, I saw Quintin Fullarton, tli 
grandson of John Fullarton of Dykedivota, 
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^ the street, and knowing that from the time 
of Bothwell-brigg he had been joined witli that 
zealous and martyred youth, liicliard Ca- 
meron, and was, as Robin Brown told me, 
among ‘other acc^uaii^tances at Airsmoss, I 
entreated Mrs Brownlee to go after Jiim and 
bid him come to me, — whieli lie readily did, 
and we had a mournful communing for some 
time. 

He told me the particulars of my gal- 
lant Joseph's death, and that it was by tlu* 
command of Claverhouse himself that the* 
stripling’s head was cut od‘ and sent in 
^ Edinburgh ; where, by order of 
the Privy Council, it was placed on the Ne- 
thefbow. ' 

What I hae suffered from that man,’' 
iiaid I, Heaven may pardon, but I can 
Hrithor forget nor forgive.” 

The judgment time's corning," rejilied 
If^uintin Fullarton; “and your part in it, 
Ringan Gilhaize, assuredly will not be for- 
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gotten, for in the heavens there is a Doer <rf 
justice and an Avenger of wrongs.” 

And then he proceeded to tell me, that 
on the following afternoon there was to be ^ 
tnoeting of the lieads of the Cameronian m* 
c ieties, with Mr Renwick, in a dell of the Kdc, 
about half a mile alx)ve Laswade, to eonsult 
what ought to be done, the pursuit aii| 
sedition being so hot against them, life 
was become a burden, and their minds tfes- 


perate. 

W e hae many friens,” said he, 
burgh, and I am intrusted to warn 
tlie meeting, which is the end of 
to the town ; and maybe, Ringan. 
ye'll no objek yoursel to be there 

I will be there, Quintin Pullarton,*' 

4 

I ; and in the strength of the Lord I <8^0 
eome armed, with a weapon of more 
than the sword, and more terrible thant^ 
ball that flieth unseen.” 

‘‘ WJmt mean you, Ringan?” said he, com* 
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< p^Sonately ; for he knew of my infirmity, 
and thought that I was still fevered in the 
toind. But I told him, that, for some time, 
feeling myself unable for warlike enterprises, 
I had meditated on a way to perplex our 
gtiilty adversaries, the whieh was to menace 
vdth retaliation, for resistance alone was 
no longer enough. 

We have disowned Charles Stuart as our 
king,” Said I, and we must wage war ac- 
cordin^jr* But go your ways, and execute 
purposes ; and by the time you return 
thtririiy» I shall have a paper ready, the send- 
of which will strike terror into the 
Ifearts of our foes.” 

*T|‘"pei!ceived that he was still dubious of me ; 
btl| nevertheless he promised to call as he 
^ame hack; and having gone away, I set 
myaelf down and drew up that declaration, 
wter^in, after again calmly disowning the 
royal authority of Charles Stuart, we admo- 
nished our sanguinary persecutors, that, for 
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self-preservation, we would retaliate accord- 
ing to our jKJWcr, and the degree of guilt on 
such privy counsellors, lords of justiciary, 
officers, and soldiers, their abettors and in- 
formers, whose hands should continue to be 
imbrued in our blood. ^ And on the return of 
Quintin FulJarton, I gave the paper to bill!, 
that it miglit be seen and considered by Mr 
lien wick and others, previous to offering it to 
the consideration of the meeting. 

He read it over very sedately, and folded 
it np, and put it in the crown of his bomiet 
without saying a word ; but several tbnei, 
while he was reading, he cast his eyes |pifB]:ds 
nu‘ ; and when he rose to go away, he 
llingan Gilhaize, you have endured 
hut verily if this thing can be brought to 
pass, your own 'and aU our sufferings wifl 
soon be richly revenged. 

" Not revenged,” said I ; revenge, 
tin Fullarton, becomes not Christian men; 
but we shall be the executioners of the just 



RINGAN (ilLHAIZE. 


judgments of Him wliose ministers are flaming 
Hres, and pestilence, and war, and storms, 
and perjured kings.'” 

"With these words we parted ; and next 
morning, by break of day, I rose, after tlu* 
enjoyment of a solacihg sleep, such as I had 
not known for many days, and searched my 
way across the* fields toward Laswade. I 
did not, however, enter the clachan, but 
lingered among the woods till the afternoon, 
when, descending towards the river, I walked 
iei»U*<0ly tip the banks, where I soon fell in 
ndth others of the associated friends. 
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CHAP. XXIY 

The place where we \net was a 
tlie scroggy sides whereof were as if rocks^ 
and trees and brambles, with here and fliere 
a yellow primrose and a blue hyacinth be- 
tween, had been thrown by some wild archie 
tect into many a difficult and 
form. Over a ledge of rock fell the 
waters of the Esk, and in the clear 
trouts shuttled from stone and crevice^ 
ing the persecutions of the angler^ dbe 

luxury of liis pastime, heedeth not 
may in their cool element suffer. 

It was then the skirt of the afternpdll) 
al)out the time when the sweet breathing of 
flowers and boughs first begins to fresbch tO 
the gentle senses, and the shadows deepen hi 
the cliffs of the rocks, and darken among the 
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bushes. The yellow sunbeams were still 
bright on the flickering leaves of a few trees, 
which liere and there raised their tufty heads 
above the glen ; but in the hollow of the 
cha^mdije evening had commenced, and tlie 
solH|^of the fragrant twilight was coming on. 

^P^we assembled one by one, we said littlt* 
other. Some indeed said nothing, nor 
hands, but went and seated tlieni- 
to the rocks, round which the limpid 
were swirling with a soft and pleasant 
m if they solicited tranquillity. For 
mfM^9 I had come with the sternest intents, 
J neither noticed nor spoke to any one ; 
j|pkgi^ng to the brink of the linn, I sat my- 
^ if»wn in a gloomy n(X)k, and was sullen, 
the scene was not better troubled into 
fiUieon with the resentful niood of my spirit. 

At last Mr Renwick came, and when he 
ksA descended into the dell, where we were 
gathered together, after speaking a few words 
of courtesy to certain of his acquaintance, he 
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went to a place on the shelvy side of the 
glen, and took his station between two bii:%}}l< 
trees. 

“ I will l)e short with you, friends,’*^ said 
lie ; for here we are too nigh untoi^&g ad* 
versaries to hazard ours^‘lves in any lomHpe- 
bate ; and therefore I will tell you, as 
speaking the honesty that is within him, I 
neither can nor do approve of the paper that 
I understand some among you desire we 
should send forth. I liave, however, aeeord* 
ing to what was exhibited to me in pri- 
vate, brought here a proclamation, such m 
those irfio are most vehement among its 
wish to |>ropound ; but I still leave it wilh 
yourselves to determine ^het^S»r not It 
vshould be adopted — entering, here 4% 

my caveat as an individual against it. TUbi 
paper will cut off all hope of reconciliation— 
we have already disowned King Charles, it k 
true ; but this implies, that we are also re- 
solved to avenge, even unto blood and death, 
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whatsoever injury we may in our own persons 
and friends be subjected to sufter. It pledges 
US to a war of revenge and extermination ; 
and we have to consider, before we wage the 
same, the strength of our adversary — tlu‘ 
craft of his counsellprs — and the malice vvitli 
which their fears and their liatred will insj)ire 
them. For my own part, fellow-sidfcTers, 
Ido doubt if there be any warrandice in the 
Scriptures for such a defiance as this ])aper 
contains, and I would fain entreat you to re- 
flect, whether it be not better to keej) tlu* 
door of reconciliation open, than to shut it for 
ever, as the promulgation of this retaliatory 
e^t will assuredly do.’’ 

'^The earnest manner in whicli Mr lien wick 
tii;^ delivered himself had a powerful effect, 
and many thought as he did, and several rose 
and said that it was not Christian to bar the 
door on peace, and to shut out even the 
chance of contrition on the part of the King 
and his ministers. 

K 2 
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I heard what they said— I listened to what 
they argued — and I allowed them to tell that 
they were willing to agree to more moderate 
councils ; but I could abide no more. 

Moderation ! — You, Mr Ren wick,” said 
I, “ counsel moderation — you recommend the 
door of peace to be still kept open — you 
doubt if the Scriptures warrant us to under-^ 
take revenge ; and you hope that our forbe^ar- 
ance may work to repentance among our ene- 
mies. Mr Renwick, you have hitherto been 
a preacher, not a sufferer ; with you the re^ 
sistance to Charles Stuart’s government has 
been a thing of doctrine — of no more than 
doctrine, Mr Renwick — with us it is 
deration of facts. Judge ye therefore 
tween yourself and us,— I say between y4|l||v 
self and us ; for I ask no other judge to 
cide, whether we are not, by all the laws of 
God and man, justified in avowing, that wt 
mean to do as we are done by. 

And, Mr Renwick, you will call to mind, 
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that in this sore controversy, the cause of de- 
bate came not from us. We were peaceable 
Christians, enjoying the shade of the vine and 
fig-tree of the Gospel, planted by the care and 
cherished by the blood of our forefatliers, pro- 
tected by the laws,^ind gladdened in our ])ro- 
tection by the oatlis and the covenants which 
the King had sworn to maintain. The })res- 
byterian freedom of worship was our pro- 
perty^— we were in possession and enjoyment, 
no man could call our right to it in questioii, 
—the King had vowed, as a condition before 
he vas allowed to receive the crown, that he 
would preserve it. Yet, for more than twenty 
there has been a most cruel, fraudulent, 
and outrageous endeavour instituted, and car- 
riied on, to deprive us of that fyeedom and 
Inrthright. W e were asking no new thing from 
Government, we were taking no step to dis- 
turb Government, we were in peace with all 
men, when Government, with the principles 
of a robber and the cruelty of a tyrant, de- 
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inandcd of us to surrender those immunities of 
conscience M^liich our fathers had earned and 
defended ; to deny tlie Gospel as it is written 
in tile Evangelists, and to accept the com- 
mentary of Charles Stuart, a man who has 
had no res])ect to the most solemn oaths, ai^ 
of James Sliarji, tlie apostate of St Andr^i^ 
whose crimes j)rovokc‘d a deed, that but for 
their crimson hue, no man could have doubt- 
ed to call a most foul murder. The King and 
liis crew, Mr Ken wick, are, to the indubitable 
judginc'ut of all just men, the causers and the 
aggressors in the existing difference betwe^ 
liis subjects and him. In so far, therefore, |f 
blame there be, it lieth not with us tax in Oi|r 
cause. 

‘‘ Ihit, siy, not content with attempting tb 
wrest from us our inherited freedom of reli^ 
gious worship, Charles Stuart and his abettors 
have pursued the (‘ourageous constancy with 
which we have defended the same, with more 
animosity than they ever did any crime. I 
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speak not to you, Mr Itcnwick, of your own 
•outcast condition, — perhaps you delight in the 
perils of martyrdom ; I s])eak not to those 
around us, wlio, in their persons, their sub- 
stance, and their families, have endured t he tor- 
ture, poverty, and yn’emediahle dishonour, — 
tliey may be meek and hallowed men, willing 
to endure. Ihit I call to mind what I am 
and was myself. I think of my (juiet home, 
is all ashes. I remember mv bravt‘ hi’st- 
born, — he was slain at Bothwell-brigg. Wh^ 
need I speak of my honest brotlu‘r ; the* waves 
‘of the ocean, commissioned bv onr ])t'rsecu- 
toifSyhave triumphed over him in the cold si as 
Orkneys ; and as for my wife, what was 
to you ? Ye cannot be greatly disturbed 
thll^ she is in her grave. No, ye, are (juiet, 
calm, and prudent persoijs ; it would lx? a 
most indiscret thing of you, you who liave 
suffered no wrong yourstdves, to stir on her 
account ; and then liow unreasonable I sliould 
be, were I to speak of two fair and inno- 
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cent maidens. — It is weak of me to weep, 
though they were my daughters. O men 
and Cliristians, brothers, fathers ! but ye are 
content to bear witli such wrongs, and I alone 
of all here may go to the gates of the cities, 
and try to discover which of the martyred 
heads mouldering there belongs to a son or a 
friend. Nor is it of any account whether the 
l)ones of those who were so dear to us, be 
exposed with the remains of malefactors, or 
laid in the sacred grave. To the dead all 
places are alike ; and to the slave what sig- 
nifies who is master. Let us therefore for*- 
get tlie past, — let us keep open the dooi^of 
reconciliation, — smother all the wrong«[5|||i» 
have endured, and kiss the proud foot omk 
trampler. We have our lives; we have 
spared ; the merciless bloodhounds have ilot 
yet reached us. Let us therefore be humble 
and thankful, and cry to Charles Stuart, G 
King, live for ever ! — for he has but cast us 
into a fiery furnace and a lion's den. 
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In truth, fiends, Mr Renwick is quite 
right. This feeing of indignation against 
our oppressors is a most iin})rudent tiling. If 
we desire to enjoy our own contempt, and to 
deserve the derision of men, and to merit the 
abhorrence of Heaven, let us yield ourselves 
to all that Charles Stuart and liis sect require. 
We can do nothing better, nothing so meri- 
torious, nothing by which we can so reason- 
ably hope for punishment here and condem- 
nation hereafter. But if there is one man at 
this meeting, — I am speaking not of shajit^s 
and forms, but of feelings, — if there is one 
hero that feels as men were wont to feel, he 

draw his sword, and say with me, Wo 
Ikl the house of Stuart ! Wo to the oppress- 
or® ! Blood for blood 1 Judge and avenge 
our cause, O Lord !” 
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CHAP. XXV. 

The meeting, vviili one accord, agreed that 
tlie declaration should go forth ; and certaixi 
of those who were ready writers, being pro- 
vided with irnpleinents, retired apart to make 
copies, while Mr Reiiwick, with the remain- 
der, joined together in prayer. 

Bv the time he had made an end, the task 
of the writers wjis hnislied, and then lots were 
cast to see whom the Lord would appoint to 
affix the declaration on the trones and 
doors of the towns where the rage of the peat* 
seciitors burnt the fiercest, and He beil^ 
})leased to choose me for one to do the duty^ 
at Edinburgh, I returned in the gloaming 
back to the house of ]\Irs Brownlee, to abide 
tile convenient season which I knew in the fit 
time w ould be prepared. Nor was it long til} 
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the same was broiWlit to pass, as I shall now 
briefly proceed to feet down. 

Heron Brownlee, who, as I have narrated, 
brought me to his mother’s hoiist*, was by 
trade a tailor, and kept his eloth-shoj) in the 
Canongate, some si?., doors lower down than 
St Mary’s Wynd, just after jiassing the 
fleghers’ stocks below the Netherbow' ; for 
in those days, when the court was at 
Holyrood, that part of the town was a place 
of great resort to the gallants, and all siu“h 
aa affected a courtly carriage. And it hap- 
p^ed that, on the morning after tlu‘ niecl- 
a proclamation w^as sent forth, describing 
persons and clothing of the prisoners w ho 
bid escaped from the tolbooth with me, threat- 
mug grievous penalties to all wlio dared to 
berbour them. This Heryn Brownlee seeing 
affixed on the cheek of the Netherbow, came 
and told me; whereupon, after conferring 
with him, it was agreed that he should j)ro- 
vtde for me a suit of town-like clothes, and at 
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the second-hand, that the^ might not cau^ 
observance by any novelty. This was in an- 
other respect needful ; for my health being 
in a frail state, I stood in want of the hale^ 
some cordial of fresh air, whereof I could 
not venture to taste bul^ in the dusk of the 
evening. 

He accordingly provided the apparel, and 
wlien clothed therewith, I made bold to go 
out in the broad daylight, and even ventured 
to mingle with the multitude in the garden 
of the palace, who went daily there in the af- 
ternoon to see the nobles and ladies of the 
court walking with their pageantries, white 
the Duke’s musicants solaced them with 
lodious airs and the delights of sonon^Qlii 
harmony. And it happened on the tllkil 
time I went thither, that a cry rose of ttee 
Duke coming from the garden to the palace, 
and all the onlookers pressed to see him. 

As he advanced, I saw several persons pre- 
senting petitions into his hands, which he 
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gave, without tJfcn looking at, to tlie Lord 
Perth, whom I klew again by liis voice; and 
I was directed, as by a tliought of inspira- 
tion^ to present, in like manner, a copy of 
our declaration, which I always carried alwiut 
with me ; so placing myself among a crowd 
^ petitioners, onlookers, and servants, that 
formed an avenue across the* road leading from 
the Canongate to the Abbey kirk-yard, and 
between the garden yett and the yett that 
opened into the front court of the palace. As 
the Duke returned out of the garden, I gave 
hmi the paper ; but instead of handing it to 
tli0 Lord Perth, as I had hoped he would do, 
It held it in his own hand, by which I per- 
:^oeiv©d that if he had noticed by whom it was 
presented, and looked at it before lie went 
into the palace, I woul^l speedily be seized 
on the spot, unless I could accom})lish my 
escape. 

But how to effect that was no easy thing ; 
for the multitude around was very great, and 
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but three narrow yetts allow'd of egress from 
the enclosure — one leading i ito the garden- 
one to the palaec' — and the other into the 
Canongate. I tliereforc calmly put my trust 
in Him who alone could save me, and re- 
mained, as it were, an ii. different spectator, 
following the Duke with an anxious eye. 

Having passed from the garden into the 
court, the multitude followed him with great 
eagerness, and I also went in with them, and, 
walked very deliberately across the front of 
the palace to the south-east comer, where 
there was a postern door that opened into the 
road leading to the King'’s park from the 
Cowgate-port, along the outside 'of the tow^ 
wall. I then mended my pac'e, but not td 
any remarkable degree, and so returned to 
the house of INIrs Browmlee. 

Scarcely was I well in, when Heron, her 
son, came flying to her with a report that a 
man was seized in the palace garden who had 
threatened the Duke’s life, and he was fear- 
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fill lest it had ll'en me ; and I was much 
grieved by these tidings, in case any Iione.'Nt 
man should be put to the torture on my ac- 
count; but the Lord had mercifully ordained 
it otherwise. 

In the course of llie niglit, Heron Ib'own- 
lee, after closing his sliop, came again and 
^id me that no one had been taken, but that 
some person in the multitude had gi\en the 
Huke a dreadful j)ap(T, which had caused 
great consternation and ])anic ; and tluit a 
council was sitting at tliat late hour with the 
Duke, expresses having arrived witli accounts 
of the same paper having Wen seen on the 
doors of many churclies both in Nitlisdale 
and the shire of Ayr. Tlie alarm indeed 
raged to such a degree among all those wlio 
knew in their consciences flow tliey meriteil 
the doom we had pronounced, that it was 
said the very looks of many were withered as 
with a pestilent vapour. 

Yet, though terrified at the vengeance de- 
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dared against their guilt, n(?ther the Duke nor, 
the Privy Council were lo‘ be deterred from 
their malignant work. The curse of infatua- 
tion was upon them, and instead of changii^ 
the rule which had caused the desperation 
they dreaded, they heated the furnace of pefr 
secution seven-fold; and voted, T\tat wfco- 
soever owned or refused to disown the decla-i 
ration, sliould be put to death in the pre- 
sence of two witnesses, though unarmed wheh 
taken ; and the soldiers were not only order- 
ed to enforce tiie test, but were instructed to 
put such as adhered to the declaration at 
once to the sworfl, and to slay those who re- 
fused to disown it ; and women were order^ 
to be drowned. But my pen sickens with 
the recital of horrors, and I shall pass by the- 
dreadfid things that ensued, with only re- 
marking, that these bloody instructions con- 
summated the doom of the Stuarts ; for 
scarcely were they well published, when the 
Duke hastened to London, and soon after 
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his mansworn brc^her Charles, the great au- 
thor of all our woes, was cut off by jK)is()ti, 
as it was most currently believed, and the 
Duke proclaimed King in his stead. ^Vhat 
chlinge we obtained #by the calamity of liis 
Itooeftsion will not require many sentences tu 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

As soon as it was known abroad that Charles 
tlic Second was dead, tlie Covenanters, wlw 
had taken refuge in Holland from the Perse-^ 
cution, assembled to consult what ought then 
to be done. For the papist, James Stuait, 
on the dee til of liis brother, had caused him- 
self to be proclaimed King of Scotland, with- 
out taking those oaths by which alone he could 
be entitled to assume the Scottish crown. 

At the head of this congregation was the 
Fiarl of Argyle, who, some years before, had 
incurred the aversion of the tyrant to such a 
degree, that, by certain of those fit tools for 
any crime, then in dismal abundance about 
the court of Holyrood, he had procured his 
condemnation as a traitor, and would have 
brought him to the scaffold, had the Earl not 
4 
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^Tftunately cffectecl his c*sca})e- And it was 
resolved by tluit c(|i<]^regati()n, tliat the j)rin- 
cipal personages tlien })resent should form 
themselves into a Coinuil, to eoneert the re- 
quisite measures for the deliveranee of their 
tiative land; the immediate issue of which 
was, that a descent should he made by Argyle 
||mong his vassals, in order to draw' together 
a sufficient Jiost to enable tlunn to wage wm- 
against the Usurper, for so they Lawfully 
and. rightly denominated James Stuart. 

The first hint that I gleaned of this de- 
sign was through the means of ]\Irs brown- 
lee. She was invited 'one afternoon by the 
gentlewoman of the Lady So})hia Lindsay, 
the Earl’s daughter-in-law', to view certain ar- 
ticles of female bravery w hich had hecai sent 
irom Holland by his Lordship to her mistress ; 
and, as her custom was, she, on her return 
home, descanted at large of all tliat she had 
•een and heard. 

The receipt, at that juncture, of such gear 
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from the Earl of Argyll, by such a Judii/ 
of courage and wisdcnn ).s the Lady Sophia 
Lindsay, seemed to me very remarkable, and I 
could not but jealouse that there was something 
about it like the occultation of a graver cor- 
respondence. I therefore began to questiod 
Mrs Brownlee how the paraphernalia had 
come, and what the Earl, 
last accounts, was doing; 
expatiate on many things, though %agii€ 
and desultory, that were yet in concordance 
with what I had overheard the Lord Perth 
say to the Earl of Aberdeen in the Biidicp^s 
house: in the end, I ’gathered that the pnew 
sents were brought over by the skipper c£ b 
sloop, one Roderick Macfarlarie, whom I 
forthwith determined to see, in order to pick 
from him what intelligence I could, without 
being at the time well aware in what manner 
the same would prove useful. I felt myself, 
however, stirred from within to do so; and 
I had hitherto, in all that concerned my 
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«4lGtJging vow, obe’ted cvt'ry instinctive im- 
pulse. 

Accordingly, next morning, 1 went early 
to the shore of lA'itli, and soon found llu' 
Vessel and Roderick Macfarlane, to whom 1 
jdddressed myself, in(|uiring, as if I intended 


[to go thither, wlien he Avas likt‘ly to di'part 
ijl ^iia for Amsterdam. 

’‘While I was speaking to liim, I ol)served 


Upmethi^ in his mien above Ins condition : 
that his hands were fair and delieat(‘, un- 


like those of men inured to maritime labour. 


He perceived that I was particular in my in- 
ispeetion^and his countenance became troubled, 
imd he looked as if he wist not what to do. 

Fear no ill,"' said I to him ; ‘‘ I am one 
in the jaws of jeopardy ; in sooth, I have no 
intent to pass into Holland, l?ut only to learn 
whether there be any hope that the Earl of 
Argyle ar^jl those with him will try to help 
their covenanted brethren at home."" 

On hearing me speak so openly the conn- 
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tcnaiicc of tho man brigRcned, and after 
ing me with a shaip serJstiny, lie invited me 
to eome down into the body of the bark, 
wh(‘re we had some frank communion, hb 
confidence being won by tlie plain tale of whe 
I was and what I had endured. The Lord 
indeed was pleased, throughout that period oj 
fears and tribulation, marvellously to endb;^^ 
the persecuted with a singular and sympathe- 
tic instinct, whereby they were enabled. al 
once to discern their friends ; for the dangers 
and (lifhculties, to which we were subject in 
our intercourse, afforded no time for tlio&e 
testimonies and experiences that in ordinary 
occasions are required to open the hearts q 1 
men to one anotluT. 

After some general discourse, Roderick 
Alacfarlane told me, that his vessel, though 
seemingly only for traflic, had been hired by 
a certain Aladam Smith in Amsterdam, and 
was manned bv Highlanders of a degree 
above the common, for the purpose of open- 
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a correspond enc('' ])ct\vccn Ai’^vlc and liis 
Prieiids in Scotland. ^ Wlicrcaipon I ])rofIt'rcd 
tnyself to assist in cstalilisliini;* a coninuinlca- 
tioii with the heads and leaders of the (’ove- 
nanters in the West Country, and particular- 
iy with Mr Ren wick and his associate's, llu' 
Cameronians, wlio, thoiii>h orievously scatt('red 
hunted, were yet ablef to do oreat things 
in the way of conveying- lettc*rs, or of inte'i- 
pepting the emissaries and agents of tlie Privy 
Council that might he em})loyed to contravene 
the EarPs projects. 

Thus it was that I came to be concerned 
in Argyle’s unfortunate ex]>edltion — if that 
can be called unfortunate, wliich, though In 
itself a failure, yet ministered to m.ake the 
scattered cliildreii of the Ckneiiaiit again co- 
operate for the aclueveineut of their eonunon 
freedom. Doubtless the ex))edition was under- 
taken before the persecuted were sulDciently 
ripened to be of any effeeti\e service. The 
Earl counted overmuch on the spirit w hich the 
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Persecution had raised ;^he thought that'tKie 
weight of tlie tyranny hJ^d compressed us all 
into one body. Put, alas ! it had been so , 
great, tliat it had not only bruised, but 
broken us asunder into many pieces ; and 
time', and care, and much persuasion, were 
all requisite to solder the fragments together^ 
As the spring advanced, being, in the 
ner redated, engaged in furthering the pur- 
poses of tile exiled Covenanters, I prepared, 
tlirough tile instrumentality of divers friends, 
many in the West Country to be in readiness 
to join the lhirl%. standard of deliverance. It 
is not however to be disguised, that the work 
went on hut slowly, and that the people heard 
of tlie intended descent with something like an 
actionless wonderment, in consequence of those 
bv whom it had been jilanned not sending fordi 
any declaration of their views and intents. And 
this iiidis]K)sition, especially among the Gamer- 
ouians, became a settled reluctance, when, after 
tlie Karl had readied Campbelton, he publish- 



RINGAN GILIIAIZE. 


247 


ed that purpose! proclamation, wherein, 
thougli the wrong;^ and woes of the kingdom 
were pithily recited, tlie nature of the redress 
proposed was in no manner manifest. It was 
plain indeed, by many signs, tliat the Lord’s 
time was not yet come for the work to tlirive. 

The divisions in Argyle's councils were 
greater even tlian those among the difltrent 
orders into which the Covenanters had l)een 
long split — the very (/ameronians might have 
been sooner persuaded to refrain from insisting 
on points of doctrine and o])inion, at least till 
the adversary was overthrown, than those who 
were with the ill-fated Earl to act with union 
among themselves. In a word, all aI)out 
the expedition was confusion and pcr})lexity, 
and the omens and auguries of ruin, showed 
how much it wanted the favour that is l)ctter 
than the strength of numbers, or the wisdom 
of mighty men. But to proceed. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Sir John Coohhank, one of those who 
wore witli Ar^yle, had, by some espial of 
own, a e(^rresj3ondcnee witli divers of th§ 
Covenanters in the shire of Ayr; and he 
was so heartened ])y their representations of 
the s])irit among them, that he urged, and 
overeame the Earl, to let him make a trial 
on that coast before w^aiting till the High- 
landers wei’e roused. Accordingly, with the 
three ships and the men they had brought 
from Holland, he went toward Largs, famed 
in old time for a great battle fought there ; 
but, on arriving opposite to the shore, he 
found it guarded by the powers and forces of 
the government, in so much, that he was fain 
to direct his course farther up the river ; and 
weitrhinci anchor sailed for Greenock. 
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It happonc'cl at tins jinicturr, afli r tonirr- 
ring with sevoral <>^^* weight among tlie ('am- 
eronians, tliat I \lent tn Greenoek for tin 
purpose of taking sliipping for aiiv place* 
where I was likely to fijul Arg\l(', in onler 
to represent to him,#that, lmle^s ihei'e was a 
clear account of wliat he and others with him 
proposed to do, he could exju t t no co-o})e‘ra- 
tion from the* societies ; and I rc*aclied tljctown 
just as the tliree sliips were coming in sight. 

I had not well alightt'd from )n\' horse* at 
Dugal M^Vicar the smitlfs public, — the best 
house it is in the town, and slated. It stands 
beside an oak tree on the open shore, below^ the 
Mansion-house-brae, abe)ve the place* whe*re 
the mariners hejil their tar-])ots. As 1 was 
saying, I had iK>t well alighted tlt^re*, when 
a squadron of certain tinie^-serving and {)re‘- 
iatic-inclincd lieriteirs of the shire of Renfrew', 
under the coijjmand of Houston of that ilk, 
came galloping to the town as if they would 
have devoured Argyle, host, and .ships and 

l2 
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all ; and they rode straiglit to tlic minister’s 
^lebe, where, behind tlu‘ kirk-yard dyke, 
they set themselves in ^battle array with 
drawn sw^ords, the vessels having in the 
meanw hile come to anchor forenent the kirk. 

Like tile men of thettmvn I went to be an 
onlooker, at a distance, of what might ensue ; 
and a sore heart it was to me, to see and to 
hear that the Greenock folk stood so much 
in dread of their superior. Sir John Shaw, 
that they durst not, for fear of his black- 
hole, venture to say that day whether they 
were ])apists, prelates, or presbyterians, he 
himself not being in the w ay to direct them. 

Shortly after the ships had cast anchor, 
Major Fullarton, with a party of some ten or 
twelve myn, landed at the burn-foot, near the 
kirk, and having shown a signal for parley, 
Houston and his men went to him, and be- 
gan to chafe and chide him fojj^ invading the 
country. 

“We are no invaders,” said the Major, 
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‘‘ we have come to our native land to ])rc- 
serve the protestant ivli^ion ; and 1 am 
grieved that sleh brave gentlemen, as ye 
appear to be, .should be seen in tlie cause of 
a papist tyrant and usurper.^*' 

Ye lee,*’" cr^^^d II()ustt>iu and (ired his 
pistol at the IVIajor, the like did his mtai ; 
but they were so well and quickly answered 
in 'the same language, that they soon were 
obligated to flee like drift to the hrow of a 
hill, called Kilblain-brae, where tht‘y again 
showed face. 

Those on board the ships set ing what was 
thus doing on the land, jujiuted their great 
guns to the airt where the cavaliers liad 
rallied, and fired them with such ( fleet, that 
the stoure and stones brattled about the lugs 
of the heritors, which .so terrifled tluin all 
that they scampered off; and, it is said, some 
drew not bridle till they were in Paisley with 
whole skins, though at some cost of leather. 

When these tyrant tools were thus discom- 
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fitecl, Sir Jolin (’oclirane came on sliore, and 
tried in vain to jmevail on the inhabitants to 
join in defence of religion ancl* liberty. So he 
sent for tlie baron-l)ailie, wlio was the ruling 
])()wer of the town in the absence of their 
great Sir John, and orderc^^l liim to provide 
forthwith two hundred bolls of meal for the 
shi])s. But the bailie, a shrewd and gausie 
man, niadt‘ so many diflficulties in the gather- 
ing of the meaJ, to waste time till help would 
come, that llu knight was glad to content 
himself with little' more than a fifth part of 
his demand. 

Meanwhile I had made my errand known 
to Sir John Cochrane, and when he went off 
with the meal-sacks to the ships I went with 
him, and we sailed the same night to the 
castle of Allengreg,^ where Argyle himself 
then was. 

Whatever doubts and fears I had of the 
success of the expedition, were all wofully 
confirmed, wlien I saw liow things were about 
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that iinfortiiiiati' iiohleinan. Tho c{)ntr()V('r- 
sies in our councils at tlic Pcntlaiul raid were 
more than reiu'w^l ainono’ thost' wlio were 
around Ar^yle ; and it was ])lain to nii' that 
the sense of ruin was upon his s])ij it ; for, 
after I had told liinf the purport of iiiv mis- 
sion, he said to nn* in a mournful manm'r — 

I can discern no ])artv in this country 
that desire to he relieved ; then' an* some hid- 
.den ones no doiil)t, but only my poor (Vie ndsi 
here in Argyle seem willing; to Ix' free. God 
hath so ordered it, and it must he ior the 
best. I submit myself to liis will.'" 

I felt the truth of wliat he said, that the- 
tyranny had indeed bred distrust amon/r us, 
and that tiie patience of men was so worn out 
that very many were inclined to siJjinit from 
mere weariness of spirit ;-i-but 1 added, to 
hearten him, if one of my condition may say 
so proud a thin^ of so ^reat a person. That 
were the distinct cuds of his intents made 
more clearly manifest, maybe the dispersed 
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hearts of the ('ovenanters w ould yet be knit 
together. ‘‘ Some think, my Lord, ye'^re for 
tlie Duke of Monmoutli t(/be king, but that 
will ne'er do, — the rightful heirs canna be set 
aside. James Stuart may bo, and should be, 
put dow n ; but, aeeordifig to the customs re- 
gistered, as I hae read in llie ancient chro- 
nicles of this realm, Avhen our nation in olden 
times cut off a king for his misdeeds, the next 
lawful heir was ay raised to tlie throne.*” 

To this the Earl made no answer, but con- 
tlmied some' time thoughtful, and then said— - 
“It rests not all with me, — those who are 
with me, as you may wxdl note, take over 
much u})on them, and will not be controlled. 
Tliey are like the waves, raised and driven 
wheresoever any blast of rumour wiseth them 
to go. I gave a ^Ater of trust to one of their 
emissaries, and, like the raven, he has never 
returned. If, however, I could get to Inver- 
ary, I doubt not yet that something might 
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be clone ; for I should then be in the midst of 
some tliat would reverenee Ar^yle."’ 

But why nee^ I dwell on these melancho- 
lious ineidcmts ? Nc*xt day the Karl resolved 
to make the attempt to rc^aeh Inverary, and 1 
went with him ; iTut after the castle of Ark- 
inglass, in the way thither, had been taken, he 
was obligated, by the* ap})earaiice of two ii^ng- 
lish frigates which had been sent in pursuit of 
the expedition, to return to Allengrt‘g ; for the* 
main stores and ammunition brought from 
Holland were lodged in that castle ; the shi])s 
also were lying there; all which in a manner 
were at stake, and no garrison adecjuate to de- 
fend the same from so great a [>ower. 

On returning to Ailengreg, Argyle saw it 
would be a golden achievemeitt, if in that 
juncture he could mast^ the frigates ; so he 
ordered his force, which amounted to about a 
thousand men, to man the ships and four 
prizes which he had, together with about 
thirty cowman boats belonging to his vassals, 



25G 


JUNGAN GILIIATZE, 


and to attack tlic* frigates. But in this also 
he was disa])j)()inled, for tlu^se who were with 
him, and wedth'd to tlie ])iirpose of going to 
the Lowlands, mutinied against tlie scheme as 
too hazardous, and obliged him to give up 
the attempt, and to leave*’ the castle with a 
Aveak and inea])al)le garrison. 

Aeeordingly, reluctant, but yielding to 
these blind councils, after (piitting Allengreg, 
Ave marched for the LoAvlands, and at the 
head of tht* (rareloeli, Avhere we halted, the 
garrison Avhich had been le'ft at Allengreg 
joined us Avlth the* disastrous intelligence^, that^ 
finding themselves unable to Avithstand the 
frigates, they had abandoned all. 

I Avas near to Argyle Avhen the news of 
this Avas broright to him, and I observed that 
he said nothing, but his ehe^ek faded, and he 
hastily Avrung his hands. 

Having erosse*d the* river I^e\em a short way 
above Dumbarton, Avithout suffering any ma- 
terial molestation, Ave halteel few the night. 
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But as we were setting* our \\atclu's a party 
of the g'overunienl force aj)j)eari‘(l, so that, in- 
stead of anv list aiUi* our Inavy 

niarcli, we were ohli^alc'd to think oi' ai^aiu 

rnovinir- 

The Earl won 1(1 l^iin h ave fought with that 
force, his nuinhers l)elno* siijxrioi-, hut lit' was 
again over-ruled ; so that all we could do was, 
during the night, leaving our caniji-firt's burn- 
ing for a delusion, to niake what liaste we 
could toward (ilasgow. 

In this tile iincountenanced fortunes of the 
expedition were again seen. Our guides in 
the dark misled us; so that, instead oiOxing 
taken to (xlasgow, wx* were, after grievous 
traversing in the moors, landed on the lianks 
of the Clyde near Kilpatrick, whctc the whole* 
force broke up, Sir Jolin faK'liranc, licing fiy 
for the West Country, ])ersuadiiig many to go 
with him over tlie water, in order to inal;e for 
the shire of Ayr. 

The Earl seeing himself thus deserted, and 
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but few besides those of his own kin left with 
him, rode about a mile on towards Glasgow, 
with the intent of taking some rest in the 
liouse of one wlio had been Ills servant ; but 
on reaching the door it was shut in his face, 
and barred, and admission peremptorily re- 
fused. lie said nothing, but turned round 
to us witli a smile of such resigned sadness 
that it brought tears into every eye. 

Seeing that his fate was come to such ex- 
tremity, I |)ro])osed to exchange clothes with 
him, that he might the better escape, and to 
conduct liim to the West Country, where, if 
any chance were yet left, it was to be found 
there, as Sir Jolm Cochrane had represented. 
Whereupon he sent his kinsmen to make the 
best of their way back to the Highlands, to 
try what could be done among his clan ; and 
having accepted a }K)rtion of my apparel, he 
went to the ferry-boat witli Major FuUarton, 
and we crossed tlie water together. 

On landing on the Renfrew side the Earl 
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went forward alone, a little before the iVlajor 
and me; but on reaching the ford at Incliin- 
nan he was st()j)j)ed by two soldiers, who laid 
hands upon him, one on each side*, and in the 
grappliiiii; one of them the liarl fell to the 
ground. In a moment, liowevei*, liis Lord- 
ship started u]), and got rid of tliem by pre- 
genting his pistols. But live* otliers at the 
same instant came in sight, anti lirt'd and ran 
in at him, and knocked liim down \\ ilh their 
swords. Alas! unfortunate Argyle,"^ I 
heard him cry as heb‘ll ; and the soldiers were 
so astonislied at having so rudely treated so 
great a man, that they stood still with awe anti 
dropped their swortls, and some of them shed 
tears of sorrow for his fate. 

Seeing what liatl thus hapftened, Major 
Fullarton and I fled and*hid ourselves behind 
a hedge, ft}r wv saw anotlier j)arty of troopers 
coming tow'ards the spot, — we lK‘ard after- 
wards that it was Sir John Sliaw of (Ireenoek, 
with some of the Renfrewshire heritors, hy 
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whom the Earl was conducted a prisoner to 
Glaso-ow. Ihit of the dismal, indignities, and 
tile degradations to whicli he was subjected, 
and of Ills doU'ful martyrdom, tlie courteous 
reader may well spare me the sad recital, as 
they are recorded in all true British histories, 
and he will accejit for the same those sweet but 
mournful lines which Argyle indited in the 
dungeon : 

Thou, passcTi^cr, that shalt have so much tintie 
To view my ^rave, and ask what v^as my crime ; 

No stain of error, no black vice's brand, 

'Was that which chased me from my native land. 

Love to my country — twice sentenced to die — 
Con^traiiiM my Jiands forgotten arms to try. 

More by friends’ fraud my fall proceeded hath 

Than foes, tlioiigli now they thrice decreed my death. 

1 

On my attempt though Providence did frown, 
llis oppress’d people Viod at length shall own ; 
Anotlier hand, by more successful speed. 

Shall raise the remnant, bruise the serpent’s head. 
Though my head fall, that is no tragic story, 

Is^ince, going hence, I enter endless glory. 
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CHAP, xxviri. 

Tin: news of tho fall of Ar^ylc was as glad- 
(loiiin^ wine to the eniel spirit of rJainen 
Stuart. It was trc'ated by him as vittorv 
wa.s of old amoniL>' the eoiHjiurini*’ Homans, 
and he ordained niedals ol‘ brass and of 
silver to Vie made, to eomme-morate*, as a ^lo. 
rious triinn])li, the deed that was a erime. 
But he w'as not content with siicii harmless 
monuments of insensate exultation ; Ik' con- 
sidered the blow as iinai to the pi\*sbytenan 
cau.se, and openly set himseif to elfect the re- 
establi.shnient of the idolatrous «{iboininations 
of the mass and monknt# 

The Lord Perth and his brother, the Lord 
Melford, and a blaok catalo^iu^ of other.s, 
whose names, for the fame of Scotland, I 
would fain cx])unge with tlie waters of ohli- 
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vion, con si do ring Religion as a thing of royal 
regulation, professed themselves papists, and 
got, as the pri(‘e of their apostacy and per- 
dition, certain ])laces of profit in the govern- 
ment. ( doiids of the })a])istical locust were then 
allured into the land, to eaf it up leaf and blade 
again. Schools to teach children the deceits, 
and the frauds, and the sins of the Jesuits, were 
established even in the palace of Holyrood- 
house ; and ihe chapel, which had been cleans- 
ed in the time of Queen Mary, was again de- 
filed with the pageantries of idolatry. 

But the godly people of Edinburgh called 
to mind the pious bravery of their forefathers, 
and all that they bad done in the Reforma- 
tion; and they rose, as it were with one accord, 
and deinolisKed the schools, and purified the 
cha})el, even to ditsolation, and forced the 
papist priest to abjure his own idols. The 
old abhorrence of the abominations was reviv- 
ed ; for now it was clearly seen what King 
Charles and his brother had been seeking, 
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in the relentless perseeiition Nvliieli they had 
so long sanctioned ; and many in cons(‘(jiiene( , 
who had siip])orteh and obeyed tlu' ])relatic 
apostacy as a. thing but of innocent forms, 
trembled at tl)(‘ share which tluyv had taken 
in the guilt of tliat ilggression, and tlu'ir dis- 
may was unspeakable. 

The tyrant, however, soon saw that he had 
over-counted the d(‘gree of the humiliation of 
the land ; and being disturbed by the union 
which his open papistry was causing among 
all denominations of jirotestants, lie changed 
his mood, and from force resorting to fraud, 
publishing a general toleration, — a dc‘\ ice of 
policy which greatly disheartened the prelatic 
faction; for they saw that they had only la- 
boured to strengthen a prerogative, tlie first 
effectual exercise of which directed against 
themselves, every one discerning that the in- 
dulgence was framed to give head-rojie to the 
papists. But the Covenanters made use of 
it to advance the cause of the gosjiel, as I 
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sliall now proceed tc) rehearse, as well as how 
through it I was enabled to ])erform my 
avenging vow. 

Among the exiled Covenanters who re- 
turned with Argyle, and with whom I became 
acc[uainted while Avith him, Avas Thomas 
Ardmillan, Avhen, after my escape at tlie time 
when the Tarl was taken, I fell in again 
witlt at Kirkintilloch, as I was making the 
best of my Avay into the East country, and 
we Avent together to Arbroath, Avhere he em- 
barked for Holland. 

Being then minded to return back; din- 
burgh, and to abide again Avith Mrsi:3Kfowjr- 
lee, in Avhose bouse I had found a safe asy- 
lum, and a convenient place of espial, after 
seeing hin\ on board tlie a cssci, I also took 
shipping, and returned to Leith under an as- 
surance that I should hear of him from time 
to time. It Avas not, howeAcr, until the in- 
dulgence Avas proclaimed that I heard from 
him, about Avliich era he wrote to me a most 
1 
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scriptural letter, by the reverend IVtr Patrick 
Warner, wlio had received a call from the 
magistrates and inliabitants of the covenanted 
to.wn of Irvine, to take upon liiin the niinistry 
of tbeir parish. 

Mr Warner liaving accepted the call, f)n 
arriving at Leith sent to Mrs Pro\vnlc‘t'‘'s this 
letter, with a request that, 11* I was alivo and 
there, he would be glad to see me in his lotlg- 
ing before departing to the st country. 

As the fragrance of Air Warner's sidierings 

o 

was sweet among all the true and faithful, I 
was much regaled with this invitation, and 
went forthwith to Leith, when* 1 found him 
that is clad with oyster-shells, in 
Jire Tod\s-hole Close. He was sitting in a fair 
chamber therein, with that worthy Hailie that 
afterwards was next year, af the time of the 
Revolution, Mr Cornelius Neilsone, and his 
no less excellent compeer on the same great 
occasion, Mr George Samsone, both persons 
of godly re[)ute. Mr Cheyne, the town-eJerk, 
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was likewise present, a most discreet character; 
hut l)eing- a lawyer by trade, and come of an 
('pis<*<opal stock, lie was rather a tliought, it 
was said, inclined to tlie prelatic sect. Divers 
otiiers, douce and religious characters, were 
also tlu re, i's])eciallY Mr Jaddua Fyfe, a mer- 
( hant of women's gear, then in much renown 
for his suaA'ity. Air AVarner was relating to 
tluin manv consolatory things of the >vorth 
and piety of the Prince and Princess of Orange, 
to whom the eyes of all the protestants, espe- 
cially of the })reshyterians, were at that time 
directed. 


Aye, aye,"' said Mr Jaddua Fyfe, nae 
(loot, nae (loot, hut the Prince is a man . 
sweet-sinell>iig odour, — thaPs in the way 
character ; — and tlie Princess ; aye, aye, it is 
well known, tliat *slie'’s a pure snowdrop, and 
a lilv (f the valley in the Ix)rd’s garden,— r 
tliat's in the way of piety."’ 

“ They're the heirs presumptive to tiie 
crown," s\ihioined Air Cheyne. 
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“ TheyVe \vt‘el to tia* rivm'iu'r 

and respect of us adtlod Mr (\)rllcliu^ 

Neilsone. 

. “ When I first ^ot the call from Irvine,'' 
resumed Mr Warner, that (‘xctlleiit lady, 
and precious ^esse^of godliness, the (h)un- 
tess of Sutherland, Ixari^ then at ihi- Jl/ii^ue, 
sought iny allowance t<> let tht‘ Ihinees.s 
know of mv acc(‘]>tarice of tlie call, and 
to inquire if lier Ilioliness had any coni- 
majuis for Scotland ; and t})e Princtss in a 
most graciou^'^ manner si^^rnitied to her that 
the best thing 1, and tliose w})o wt rt* like me, 
could do for her, was to be earnest in j)ray- 
ing that she might be kept firm and faithful 
in the reformed religion, adding many tender 
things of her sincere .s\^m])athy ff)r tilt* p(M)r 
persecuted pcfvple of Sc^Jand, and reca)ni- 
mending that I should wait on the Prince 
l)efore taking my departure. I was not, liow- 
ever, forward to thrust myself into such ho- 
nour ; but at last yielding tf> the exhortiitions 
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of iny friends, I went to the liouse of Myn- 
heer Bentinck, and gave liiin iny name for 
an audience ; and one morning, about eight of 
the clock, liis servant called for me and took, 
me to his house, and he himself conveyed nie* 
into the pn'senee of the Prince, where, leaving 
me witli liim, we had a most weighty and 
edifying conversation/’ 

Aye, ayes” interposed, Mr Jaddua Fyfe, 
it was a great thing to converse wi’ a prince; 
and how did he behave himsel, — that’s in the 
way o’ manners ?” 

Ye need na debate, Mr Fyfe, about that,” 
re])lied Mr Samsone, ‘‘the Prince kens what 
it's to be civil, especially to his friends and I, 
thought, in saving these words, that Mr Sam- 
sone looked 'particular towards me. 

And what passvd?” said the town-clerk, 
in a wav as if he pawkily jealoused something. 
Mr Warne r, however, in his placid and mini- 
ster-like manner, responded — 

“ I told his Highness how I had received 
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the call from Irvine, and thought it my duly 

to inquire if there was any tiling wherein I 

t 

could serve him in Scotland. 

‘‘ To this the Prince re])lied in a benign 
manner — 

‘‘ Aye, aye,^”* ejaculated Mr Jaddiia Fyfe, 
nae doubt it was in a benignant manner, 
and in a cordial manner. Ayi‘, aye, he has nae 
his ell-wand to seek when a customer’s afore 
the counter, — that’s in the way o’ business.” 

^ I understand,’ said his Highness,” con- 
tinued Mr Warner, ‘ you are called Jioine 
upon the toleration lately granted ; lint I can 
assure you, that toleration is not granted for 
any kindness to your party, but to favour the 
papists, and to divide you among yourselves; 
yet I think you may be so wise as* to take good 
of it, and prevent the evtl designed, and, in- 
stead of dividing, come to a better harmony 
among yourselves when you Iiave liberty to 
see and meet more freely.’ ” 

‘‘ To which,” said Mr Warner, ‘‘ I an- 
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sweivcl, that I heartily wished it might prove 
so, and that nothing would be wanting on my 
])art to make it so ; and I added, the presby- 
teriansin Scotland, Great Sir, are looked upon 
as a very des])icable party ; but those who do 
so, measure them by the appearance at Pent- 
land ami ]h)tliwell, as if tlie whole power of 
the presbyterians liad ])een di’awn out there; 
but I can assure your Highness that such are 
greatly mistaken ; for many firm presbyterians 
w ere not satisfied as to the grounds and man- 
ner of those risings, and did not join ; and 
otla rs w'ere borne down by the Persecution. 
In verity I am persuaded, that if« Scotland 
wert' left free*, of thrive parts of the people 
two would be found presbyterians. We are 
indeed a }i6or persecuted party, and have 
Cione under God to*' look to for our help and 
relief but vour Highness, on account of that re- 
lation von and the Princess have to the crown.**" 
That was going a great length, Mr 
Warner,"" said Mr Cheyne, the town-clerk. 
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No ,'j bit, lio a bit,"' cried 1 ; and Air 
Jaddua Fyfc ^avc me an a])pr(>viiig gioom, 
whiJe Air Warner quietly contimu'd — 

1 tlieii urg(‘d many b()j)ijjir that 

the Lord would incline his Ilii^hne^s' liearl 
to espouse Ilis interest in Scotland, and Im - 
friend the persecuted j)resbyti'nans. d’o 
which the Ib'ince rejdicd — 

Aye, aye, I like to hear what his High- 
ness said, lhat\s in the way of C4)unseliing," 
said Mr Jaddua J^^yfe. 

“ The Prince,’*’ replied Mr Warner, dien 
spoke U) me earnestly, saying — 

^ I have been educated a j)resbyterian, 
and I hope so to continue ; and I assure you, 
if ever it be in my j)ower, I shall make the 
presbyterian church-goveminenf the establisli- 
ed cliurch-government •of Scotland, and of 
this you may assure your friends, as in pru- 
dence you find it convenient.’ ” 

Discerning the waaght and intimation that 
were in these words, I said, when Mr W^ana r 
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had made an end, tliat it was a great thing 
to know the sentiment of the IVince ; for by 
all signs the time could not be far off when 
we would maybe require to put his assurance 
and promise to the test At which words “of 
mine there w ere many exchanges of gathered 
brows and significant nods, and Mr Jaddua 
Fyfe, to whom I was sitting next, slyly 
pinched me in the elbow; all which spoke 
plainer than elocution, tliat those present were 
accorded with me in opinion; and I gave 
inward thanks that such a braird of renewed 
courage and zeal was beginning to kithe 


among us. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Besides Mr AVarncr, many otlicM- ministers, 
who had taken refuse in foreli^n countries, 
were called home, and it began ojx'iily to 
be talked, that King James would to a 
surety be set aside, on account of his mal- 
versations in tile kingly oHice in England, 
and the even-down course he was ])ursuing 
there, as in Scotland, to abolish all ])ro])erty 
that the subjects iiad in the ancient laws and 
charters of the realm. But the thing came to 
no definite head, till that jesuit-contrived de- 
vice for cutting out the protestant heirs to the 
crown was brought to maiturity, by palming a 
man^-child upon the nation as the lawful son 
of the Tyrant and his papistical w ife. 

In the meantime I had not been idle in dis- 
seminating throughout the land, by tlie means 
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of the CanK'roiiians, a faithful account of 
Avliat Mr AVanier had related of the pious 
cliaracter aiul ])resbvterian ditspositions of the 
I^rince of Orange ; and throiigli a correspon- 
dence tliat I opened with Thomas Ardmillan, 
Mynheej- Bentinck was kept so informed 
of the growing affection for his master in 
Scotland, as soon eml)oldened the Prince, 
with what he heard of the inclinations of the 
English })eo]>le, to prepare a great host and 
navy for the deliverance of the kingdoms. 
In the midst of tliese human means and stra- 
tagems, the briglit right-hand of Providence 
was shiningly visible ; for by the news of the 
IViiKx's preparations It smote the councils of 
King James with confusion and a fatal dis- 
traction. 

Tliough lie had f.o alienated the Scottish 
liegt s, tliat none but the basest of men among 
us ac know lodged his authority, yet he sum- 
moned all his forces into England, leaving 
his power to he u])held here by those only 
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who were vile onoiijn^h to wish fo^ the con- 
tinuance of slavery. Thus was the way clear- 
ed for. tlie advint of tlie deliverer ; and the 
faitliful nobles and gentry of Scotland, as the 
array was removed, came flocking into Edin- 
burgh, and the Vrivy Council, whicli liad 
been so little slack in any crime-, durst not 
molest them, though tJie jajrpose of tlieir 
being there was a treason which tin- im-in- 
bers could not but all well know. Every 
thing, in a word, was now moving onward t(j 
a great event ; all in the land was as wln-n 
the thaw comes, and tlie ice is breaking, and 
the snows melting, and the waters flowing, 
and the rivers are bursting their frozen fet- 
ters, and the sceptre of winter is broken, and 
the wreck of his domination i» drifting and 
perishing away. 

To keep the Privy Council in the cYinfu- 
sion of the darkness of ignorance, I aincert- 
ed with many of the Cameronians that they 
should spread themselves along tlie highways, 
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and intercept the goAxrnment expresses and 
emissaries, to tlie end that neither tlie King’s 
faction in England nor in Scotland might 
know aiiglit of the undertakings of each other ; 
and wlien Thomas Ardmillan sent me, from 
Mynlieer Bentinck, the Prifice’s declaration for 
Scotland, I hastened into the West Country, 
that 1 might exhort tlie covenanted there to 
be in readiness, and from the tolbooth stair 
of Irvine, yea on the very step where my 
lieart was so pierced by the cries of my son, 
I was the first in Scotland to publish that 
glorious pledge of our deliverance. On the 
same day, at the same hour, the like wa« 
done by others of our friends at Glasgow 
and at Ayr ; and there was shouting, and 
joy, and tlu^nksgiving, and the magnificent 
voice of freedom re^punded throughout the 
land, and ennobled all hearts again with 
bravery. 

When the news of the Prince’s landing at 
Torbay arrived, we felt that liberty was 
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come ; but long oppression luid nYacle many 
distrustful, and from day to day rumours 
were spread b^l the despairing meinbers of 
the prelatic sect, the breathings of their 
wishes, that made us doubt whether we ought 
to band ourselves^into any array for warfare. 
In this state of swithenng and incertitude 
we continued for some time, till I began to 
grow fearful lest the zeal which had bc'cai so 
rekindled would sink and go out if not stirred 
again in some effectual manner. So 1 con- 
ferred with Quiutin Fullarton, who in all 
these providences had been art and ])art with 
me, from the day of the meeting with Mr 
Renwick near Laswade; and as the Privy 
Council, when it was known the Prince [lad 
been invited over, had directed beacons to 
be raised on the tops o^ many mountains, to 
be fired as signals of alarum for the King's 
party when the Dutch fleet should be seen 
approaching the coast, we devised, as a 
mean for calling forth the strength and spirit 
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of the Covenantors, that we should avail our- 
selves of their preparations. 

Accordingly we instructed ?our alert young 
mtm, of the Caincronian societies, severally 
and unknown to each other, to be in attends 
ancc‘ on the night of the tenth of December 
at the beacons on the liills of Knockdolian, 
Lowthers, Blacklarg, and Bencairn, that they 
might lire the same if need or signal should 
so rcx]uire, Quint in Fullarton having underr 
taken to kindle the one on Mistylaw himself. 

The night was dark, but it was ordained 
that the air should be moist and heavy, and 
in that state wlien the light of flame spreads 
farthest. Meanwhile fearful reports from 
Ireland of jiapistical intents to maintain the 
caust‘ of King James made the fancies of 
mem awake and full of anxieties. The prela- 
tic curates were also so heartened by those 
rumours and tidings, that they began to re- 
cover from the dismay with which the news 
of the Prince's landing had overwhelmed 

6 
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<^hein, and to sliot^t out again tlie horns of 
antichristian arrogance. But when, about 
three hours aft(^’ sunset, tlie ])eacon on tlie 
Mistylaw’ was iired, and when hill iil’ter hih 
was lighted up, the whole country was filled 
with such constenifition and })aiiic, thut I was 
myself smitten wdth the ch'ead of some t(*rril)le 
consequencee. Horsemen passed furiously 
in all directions — bells were rung, and drums 
beat — mothers were seen flying with their 
children they knew not whither — cries and 
lamentations echoed on every side. The skies 
were kindled witli a red glare, and none 
could tell where the signal was first shown. 
Some said the Irish had landed and were 
burning the towns in the south, and no one 
knew where to flee from the unlinown and in- 
visible enemy. 

In the meantime, our Covenanters of the 
West assembled at their trysting-plac;e, to the 
number of more than six thousand armed 
men, ready and girded for battle; and this 
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appearaiice was an assurance that no power 
was then in all the Lowlands able to gainsay 
such a force ; and next day, (^vheii it was dis- 
covered til at the alarm had no real cause, it 
was determined that the prelatic priests should 
be openly discarded from tiieir parishes. Our 
vengeance, liowever, was not meted upon them 
by the measure of our sufferings, but by the 
treatment which our own pastors had borno; 
and, consideiing how many of them had acted 
as spies and accusers against us, it is surpris- 
ing, that of two liundred, who were banished 
from the parishes, few received any cause of 
complaint ; even the poor feckless thing An- 
drew Dornock was decently expelled from the 
manse of Quharist, on promising he would 
never return. 

This riddance of |he malignants was the 
first fruit of the exjndsion of James Stuart 
from the throne ; but it was not long till we 
were menaced with new and even greater suf- 
ferings than we had yet endured. For though 
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the tyrant had fled, he had left Claverhoiise, 
under the title of Viscount Dundee, behind 
him ; and in tfte fearless activity of that 
proud and cruel warrior, there was an en- 
gine sufficient to Iiave restored him to his 
absolute throne, as I shall now ])roceed to 
rehearse. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Thk true and faithful of the West, )>y the 
event recorded in the fort‘n(>ing chapter, be- 
ing so instructed with respect to their own 
|X)wer and numbers, stood in no reverence of 
any force that the remnants of the TyranPs 
sect and faction couhl afford to send against 
them. I tlierefore resolved to return to Edin- 
burg! i ; for the longing of my grandfather’s 
spirit to see the current and course of public 
events flowing from their fountatp-head, was 
upon me, and I had not yet so satisfied the 
vearnin*g9 of justice as to be able to look again 
on the ashes of my house and the tomb of 
Sarah Loclirig and her daughters. Accord- 
ingly, soon after the turn of the year I went 
thither, where I found all things in uncer- 
tainty and cx)mniotion. 
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Claverhouse, or, as he was now tilled. 
Lord jJundec, with that Bcorn of* puhlic- o])!- 
nion and defect^of all })rinci|)le, save only n 
canine fidelity, a doo\s love, to liis ])aj)istieal 
master, domineered with his dragoons, ns if 
he himself had been regnant nionareh of Scot- 
land ; and it was plain and probahk*, that 
unless he was &(Km bridled, he would spt'edily 
act upon the wider stage of the kingdom the 
same Mahound-hke part that lu* had played 
in the prenticeship of his cruelties of the shire* 
of Ayr. The peril, indeed, from his cour- 
age and activity, was made to me very evident, 
by a conversation that I had with one David 
Middleton, who had come from Kngiand on 
some business of the Jacobites there, in con- 
nexion with Dundee. 

IProvidence led me to*fall in with this })er 
son one morning, as we were standing among 
a crowd of other onlookers, seeing Claverhouse 
reviewing his men in the front court of Holy- 
rood-liouse. I liap})ened to remark, for in 
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sooth it must be so owned, that the Viscount 
liad a lirave tliougli a proud look, and tliat 
liis voice liad the manliness of one ordained 
to command. 

‘‘ Yes,"" replied David Middleton, he"s a 
born soldier, and if the King is to be restor- 
ed, he is tile man tliat will do it. When his 
Majesty was at Kocli ester, before going to 
France, I was there with my master, and 
being called in to mend the fire, I heard 
Dundee and my Lord, then with the King, 
discoursing concerning the royal affairs. 

“ ‘ The question,’ said Lord Dundee to his 
Majesty, ‘ is, whether you shall stay in Engr 
land or go to France ? My opinion, sir, is, 
that you should stay in England, make your 
stand here, a^id summon your subjects to your 
allegiance. "Tis true, you have disbanded 
your army, but give me leave, and I will un- 
dertake to get ten thousand men of it together, 
and march through all England with your 
standard at their head, and drive the Dutch 
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before you and/" added David Middleton, 
“ let him have time, and I doubt not, that, 
even without thelKing’s leave, he will do as 
much.’' 

Wliethcr tlie man in this did l)nio- of a 
knowledge tliat lieTiad not, the story seenu'd 
so likely, that it could scarcely be (jutstion- 
ed ; so I consulted with my faithful IViend 
and companion, Quintin Fullarton, and othcT 
men of weight among the CanuM'onians ; and 
we agreed, that those of the soeic'ties who 
were scattered along the borders to ititercept 
the correspondence between the Englisli and 
Scottish Jacobites, should be called into Edin- 
burgh to daunt the ram])agi‘ous insolence of 
Claverhouse. 

This was done accordingly ; aad from the 
day that they began to ajfj)ear in the* streets, 
the bravery of those who were with him 
seemed to slacken. But still he carried iiim- 
self as boldly as ever, and persuaded the Duke 
of Gordon, then governor of the castle, not 
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to siirrciider, nor obey any mandate from the 
Convention of tlie States, by whom, in that 
interregnum, the ride of tlie'lcingdom was ex- 
ercised. Stil], hov\ c'ver, the C'aineronians were 
coming in, and their numbers became so mam- 
fest, tliat the dragoons were backward to show 
themselves. Hut their commander affected 
not to value us, till one day a singular thing 
t(x)k place, w hich, in its issues, ended the over- 
awing influence of his presence in Edinburgh. 

I happened to be standing with Quintin 
Fuilarton, and some four or five other Camer- 
onians, at an entry-mouth forenent the Canon- 
gate-cross, when Claverhouse, and that tool 
of tyraimv, Sir George Mackenzie the advo- 
cate, w ere coming up from the palace ; and 
as they passt^d, the Viscount looked hard at 
me, and said to Sir George, 

“ I have some where seen that doure cur 
liefore.’' 

Sir Gt^irgt' turned round also to lcK)k, and 
I said — 
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It's true, (’Javerhouse, — we iiiet al 
Druniclog;" aiul I touelied inv arm that 
he had wounded *there, adding, and the 
t)|ood shed that day lias not yet been j)aid for." 

At thest' words he made a rusli u]M)n hr* 
with his sword, but my friends wert‘ nimbler 
with theirs; and Sir (ieorge Maekenzit' in- 
terposing, drew him off, and they went away 
together. 

The affair, however, ended not lien*. Sir 
George, wdth the subtlety of a L'uvyt'r, tried to 
turn it to s<^)iTie account, and making a great 
ado of it, as a design to assassinate l^ord Dun- 
dee and himself, tried to get tlu^ (k)nvention to 
order all strangiTS to remove from the town. 
This, however, was refused; so that (daver- 
house, setang how tlie spirit of the limes w as 
going among the members, *and the boldness 
with which the Presbyterians and the (a)venan- 
ters were daily ]>earding his arrogance, with- 
drew with his dragoons from the city, and 
made for Stirling. 
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In this retreat from Edinburgli he blew 
tlie trumpet of civil w^ar; but in less than two 
hours from the signal, a reg'iment of eight 
hundred Cameronians was arrayed in tl^e 
Higli-street. Tlie son of Argyle, wlio Ifad 
taken his seat in the Convention as a peer, soon 
after gathered three hundred of tlie Campbells, 
and the safety of Scotland now seemed to be 
secured by the arrival of Mack ay with three 
Scotch regiments, then in the Dutch service, 
and whicli the Prince of Orange had brought 
with him to Torbay. 

Py the retreat of Claverhouse the Jacobite 
party in Edinburgh were so disheartened, 
and any endeavour wEich they afterwards 
niadi* to rally was so crazed v. ith consterna- 
tion, that it was jilain the sceptre had de- 
parted from their master. The capacity as 
well as the jiower for any effectual action 
w as indeed evidently taken from them, and the 
ploughshare was driven over the rviins of 
their cause on the ever-memorable eleventh 
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‘iJay of April, nhrn William and 
])roclaimcd Kin;; and 

4 

lint tliniii;!) Iho ()]ij)rc'.'-;M)r was casl 

down from Ifis l]n’x)iu‘, and tlioiii;!! thus, in 
^^^■otlaiid, tlu' chiol‘ aj;\‘nts in tlu' work oi' dr- 
livcranco ware the oiitlawed C’anieronian , as 
instructed liy nie, the vietory eoultl not he 
complete, nor tlie lroj)hic‘s (mnn; np in tlu' 
hall, w'iiile tlie Tyi'anl possesseil an insti-una nt 
of such edge and temper as Clavc-rliouse. As 
for myself, I felt thai 'vvhiit* the homicide 
lived the debt of justice and of blood dm^ to 
my martyred family coidd nevt*r be satisiitd; 
and I heard of his passing from Stirling into 
the Highlands, and the wonders he w as work- 
ing for the Jacobite cause there, as if nothing 
liad yet been achieved toward thg fuUlhneiit 
of my avcngiitg vow. 
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( IIAP. XXXI. 


WiiKN ('laverlioiise left 'Stirling, he had but 
sixty liorse. In little more than a month he 
^\as at the liead of seventeen hundred men. 
He obtained n'inforeements from Ireland. 
Tlie IVIaedonalds, and tlie Camerons, and the 
Gordons, were all his. A vassal of tlie Mar- 
tjuis of Athol had declared for him even in 
the castle of 11 lair, and defended it against 
tlie clan of liis master. An event still more 
strange was produced by the spell of liis pre- 
sence, — tile clansmen of Athol deserted their 
cliief, and- joined his standard. He kindled 
the hills in liis cawse, and all the life of the 
North was gathering around him. 

IMackav, with the Covenanters, the regi- 
ments from Holland, and the Caineronian.s, 
went from I'ertli to oppose his entrance into 
1 
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the Lowlands. Tlu* inliuls ot‘ men ‘were s\is- 
pended. Sliould he defeat Maekav, it wms 
plain that the er#wn would soon hi* restored to 
Janies Stuart, and the woi's ol‘ Scotland come 
\i^ain. 

In that dismal juneturi* I was aloiu ; for 
Quintin iMdlarton, with all the ( 'ameioiiians, 
was with IVIaekay. 

I was ail old man, vi‘r<»ino: on threesenre. 

1 went to and fro in the streits of Ldin- 
hur^li all day lon^y inipiirin^- of e\erv stranger 
the news; and every answer that I ^ot w;u 
some new triumjih ol* Dundi e. 

No sleep tanu* to my burning jiillow, or if 
indeed my eyelids for very wi'ariness fell 
down, it was only that I nii^ht sutler tlu* 
stings of anxiety in soim* sliar|R*r form ; for 
my dreams were of flaifles kindling around 
me, through which I saw liehlnd the jiroud 
and exulting \isage of Dundee. 

Sometimes in the dejiths of the night I 
rushed into the street, and I listened with 
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o(]y firs, tliliikiny; 1 licarc! thf tniin])linG 
of dragoons and tho iK'avy wliffis of cannon; 
and oft('n in tlic day^ wliei^ I sa^r three' or 
four]K'rsons speaking; toi^clher, I ran towards 
them, and ])roke in ii])on their discourse witl^i 
some wild Interrogation, that made them an- 
s^^'er me with ]>ity. 

Hut tin* haste and frenzy of this alarm sud- 
denly clnmox'd : I felt that I was a chosen in- 
strument ; 1 thought that the ruin Avhich had 
fallen on me and mine was assuredly some 
oreeil nustery of Hrovidence : I remembered 
tiu' jirojilu'cv of my ^’randfather. tliat a task 
was in store' for me, though I knew not what 
it ^\as ; I forgot my old a^e and my infirmi- 
ties ; I hastened to mv eluunher ; I put mo- 
ney in my purse; T spoke to no one; I 
bought a earabine ;*and I set out alone to re- 
inforce' IMaekay. 

As I jKisse'd down tlie street, and out at 
the Wc'^t I'ort, I saw the people stop and 
l(X)k at me with silence and wonder. As I 
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vvunt iiloiiL*' tliu road, sc'voral that wi-rc* passing 
iiKpilrt'd wlu'rc I was so i‘ast r hut I 

Maivcd my iiaiul^and luirrlrd hy. 

I reached the QueeJisierry wilhf)ut as it 

were dravMim' hrealh. I (. luharked ; and lu'u 

^ # 

tile boat arrived at tin* lualiurn side* 1 had 
fallen aslei'p ; and the ferryman, in compas- 
sion, alIowt‘d me t(^ shimix'r unmolested. 
When 1 awoke J fell ittyself refrcslu'd. I 
leayit on sliore, and went a^ain im])atiently 
on. 

But my niiiul was llien somewhat calmer; 
and when I reaclied Kinross 1 hou^hl a little 
bread, and retiring to the i)rink ok the lake 
dipt it in the water, and it was a savoury 
repast. 

As I approached the Hri^^ of Earn 1 
felt a;^^e in iny limbs, ami though the spirit 
was willing the body could not ; and I sat 
down, and I mourned tliat I was so frail and 
so feeble. But a marvellous vigour was sckhi 
again given to me, and I rose? refre.^lied from 
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my resting-place on the wall of the bridge, 
and the same night I reached Perth. I stop- 
ped in a stahler's till the moifning. At break 
of day, having hired a horse from him, 
I hastened forward to Dunkeld, where he 
told me Mackay had encamped the day be- 
h)re, on his way to defend the pass of Killi- 
crankie. 

The road was thronged witli women and 
children flocking into Perth in terror of the 
Highlanders, but I heeded them not. I had 
but one thought, and that was to reach the 
scene of war and Claverlioiise. 

On arriving at the ferry of Inver, the 
held in front of the Bishop of Dunkeld’s 
house, where the army had been encamped, 
was em])ty. «• Mackay had marched towards 
Blair-Athol, to drive Dundee and the High- 
landers, if possible, back into the glens and 
mosses of the North ; for he liad learnt that 
his own force greatly exceeded his adver- 
sary’s. 
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On hearing this, and iny hor^c bcin^ in 
need of bating, I Iniltod at the ferry-hoiist^ 
before crossing tlA‘ Tay, assured by the boat- 
man that I should be a])le to overtake the 
"aVmy long before it could reach the meeting 
of the Tunnnel and the Gary. And so it 
proved ; for as I came to that turn of the 
road where the Tiimmel ])()urs its roaring 
waters into the Tay, I heard the echoing of 
a trumpet among the mountains, and soon 
after saw the army winding its toilsome course 
along the river^ brink, slowly and heavily, 
as the chariots of Pharoah laboured through 
the sands of the Desert ; and the appearance 
of the long array w^as as the many-coloured 
woods that skirt the rivers in autumn. 

On the right hand, hills, aiu^ rocks, and 
trees, rose like the ruins®of the ramparts of 
some ancient world ; and I thought of the 
e|x>chs when the days of the children of men 
were a thousand years, and when giants were 
on the earth, and all were swept away by the 
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Hood ; and I felt as if I beheld the hand of 

the Lord in tlie cloud weighing the things of 

timt‘ in His scales, to see lif the sins of the 

world were indeed become ao;ain so .<i:j*eat, as 

that the cause of Clavcrliouse should be suflef- 
» 

ed to prevail. For iny s})irit was as a Haine 
that blazeth in the wind, and my thoughts as 
the sparks that shoot and soar for a nK)inent 
tov.ards the skies with a glorious splendour, 
and dr<m down upon the earth in ashes. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 

General Mackay halted the host on u s})a- 
cious green plain which lies tat tlie meeting of 
the Tumniel and the Gary, anti which the 
Highlanders call Pascali, because, as the 
name in their tongue signilies, no trees are 
growing thereon. This place is the tIirt‘sl)old 
of the Pass of Killicrankie, tlirough the dark 
and woody chasms of which the impatient 
waters of the Gary come wdth hoarse aiul 
wrathfijl mutterings and murmurs. Tlie hills 
and mountains around are built •ii]> in more 
olden and antic forms tha« those of our Low- 
land parts, and a wild and strange stdernnity 
is mingled there with mucli fantastical beauty, 
as if, according to the minstrelsy of ancient 
times, sullen wizards and gamesome fairies 
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had joined tlieir arts and spells to make a 
c‘oinmon d wellin^-place. 

As the soldiers spread the^iiselves over the 
green bosom of Fascali^ and ])iled their arms 
and furled their banners, and laid their drums 
on the ground, and led ilieir horses to the 
river, the General sent forward a scout 
througli the Pass, to discover the movements 
of Claverhouse, l)aving lieard that he was 
coming from the castle of Blair-Athol, to pre- 
vent liis entrance into the Highlands. 

The officer sent to make the espial, had not 
been gone above half an hour, wlieii he came 
back in great haste to tell that the Highland- 
ers were on the brow of a hill above the house 
of Rinrorie, and that unless the Pass, was im- 
mediately ^aken possession of, it would be 
mastered by Claverhouse that night. 

Mack ay, at this news, ordered the trumpets 
to sound, and as the echoes multiplied and 
repeated the alarum, it was as if all the spirits 
of the hills called the men to arms. The sol- 
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diers looked around as they formed their 
ranks, listening Avith delight and wonder at* 
the universal bravery ; and I thought of tlu‘ 
sight, which KJislia the j)rt)])het gave to the 
young man at Dotlian, of tlu* mountains 
covered with horsPs and chariots of fin*, for 
his defence atjainst the host of the King* of 
Syria ; and I went forward with the confi- 
dence of assured victory. 

As we issued forth from the Pass into the 
wide country, extending towards Lude and 
Blair-Atliol, we saw, as the ollicer had re- 
ported, the Highland hosts of Cdaverhouse 
arrayed along tlie lofty brow of the mountain, 
above the house of llinrorie, their plaids 
waving in the breeze on the hill, and their 
arms glittering to the sun. 

Mackay directed the y*ooj)s, at crossing a 
raging brook called the Girnaig, to keep 
along a flat of land above the house of Rin- 
rorie, and to form, in order of battle, on the 
field beyond the garden, and under the hill 
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where the Highlanders were posted ; the bag- 
‘gage and cam}) equipages, he at the same 
time ordered down into a plain that lies be- 
tween the bank on the crown of which the 
house stands and the river Cary. An an- 
cient monumental stone iii* the middle of the 
lower ])]ain shows, that in some elder age a 
battle had been fought there, and that some 
warrior of might and fame had fallen. 

In takino; his ground on that elevated shelf 
of land, Mackay was minded to stretch his 
left wing to intercept the return of the High- 
landers towards Blair, and, if possible, oblige 
them to enter the Pass of Killicrankie, by 
which he would have cut them off from their 
resoincesin the North, and so perhaps mas- 
tered them without any great slaughter. 

But Claverhouscy discerned the intent of 
his movement, and before our covenanted 
host Iiad formed tlieir aiTay, it w’as evident 
that he was pre])ari ng to descend ; and a 
foretaste of the vehemence wherewdtli the 
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Highlanders were coming, we saw thc'm roll- 
in<r laim; stones to tlie brow of* the hill. 

o o 

In the ineanti^ne the iioiise of liinrorie hav- 
ing been deserted by the family, the lady, with 
her children and maidens, Jiad fled to Lude 
or Struan, Macka^ ordered a party to take 
possession of it, and to j)ost themst'lves at 
the windows wliieli look up the hill. I was 
among those who went into the house, and 
my station was at the easterniosl window, 
in a small chamber which is entered by two 
doors, — the one o[)ening from tin* .stair-head, 
and the other from the drawing-room. In 
this situation we could see but little of the 
distribution of the army or the positiems that 
Mackay was taking, for our view was con- 
fined to the face of the liill wherqm the High- 
landers were busily pre^^aring for their de- 
scent. But I saw Ciaverliouse on horsel)ack 
i-iding to and fro, and plainly inflaming their 
valour with many a courageous gesture ; and 
as he turned and winded his prancing war- 
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horse, his breastplate blazed to the setting 
sun like a beacon on tlie hill. 

When he had seemingly concluded his ex- 
hortation, the Highlanders stooped forward, 
and hurled down the rocks which they had 
gathered for their forerunifers ; and while the 
stones came lea})ing and bounding with a 
noise like thunder, the men followed in thick 
and se])arate bands, and Mackay gave the 
signal to commence firing. 

We saw from the windows many of the 
Highlanders, at the first volley, stagger and 
fall, but the others came furiously down ; 
and before the soldiers had time to stick their 
bayonets into their guns, the broad swords of 
the Clansmen hewed hundreds to the ground. 

Within a^few minutes the battle was ge- 
neral between the two armies ; but the smoke 
of the firing involved all the field, and we 
could see nothing from the windows. The 
echoes of the mountains raged with the din, 
and the sounds were multiplied by them in 
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SO many different places, that we could not 
tell where the fight was hottest. The whole 
country around )^‘sounded as with the uproar 
of a universal battle. 

I felt the passion of iny sjhrit return ; I 
^Kould no longer ri^strain myself, nor remain 
where I was. Snatching up niy caral)ine, I 
left my actionless post at the window, and 
hurried down stairs, and out of the house. 
I saw by the flashes through tlK‘ smoke, that 
the firing was spreading down into the plain 
where the baggage was stationed, and by this 
I knew that there was some movement in tiu* 
battle; but whether the Highlanders or the 
Covenanters were shifting their ground, 1 
could not discover, for the valley was filled 
with smoke, and it was only at, times that a 
sword, like a glance of Jightning, could be 
seen in the cloud wherein the thunders and 
tempest of the conflict were raging. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

As I stood on the brow of the bank in front 
of Ilinrorie-liouse, a gentle breathing of the 
evening air turned the smoke like tlie travel- 
ling mist of the hills, and opening it here 
an(i there, I had glimpses of the fighting. 
Sometimes I saw the Highlanders driving the 
Covenanters down the steep, and sometimes 
I beheld them in their turn on tlie ground 
endeavouring to protect their unbonnetted 
heads with their targets, but to whom the 
victory was».to be given I could discern no 
sign ; and I said oto myself, the prize at 
hazard is the liberty of the land and the 
Lord ; surely it shall not be permitted to the 
champion of iKmdage to prevail. 

A stronger breathing of the gale came rush- 

2 
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in^ alon^, and tho skirts of ihv smoke wIutc 
the Img^a^i* ^t(MKl wen* blown asidi‘, and I 
befuld many of t4c lli^r lilaiiders ainon^ the 
wa"< 4 ‘on.s ])lunderino- and tt^arin^. Tlu*n 1 
li«ard a great shouting on tlu* right, and look- 
ing that wav, I saw the eluldren of the (\na-. 
nant Heeing in remnants across flic hi wit 
plain, and making toward the n>er. IVe- 
sently I also saw' Mackuy with two regiments, 
all that kept the order of disci] )rme, also in 
the plain. He liad lost the batik*, (’iaver- 
house had won; and the jH*atten*d firing, 
which was continued by a few, wan to iny 
ears as the rivctting of the shackles on the 
arms of pixir Scotland for ever. My grief 
was unspeakable. 

I ran to and fro on the brow of the hill— 
and I stanipt with niy I’e^— and I beat iny 
breast — and I rubbed iny hands with the 
frenzy of desjiair — and I threw myself on the 
ground — and all tlie sufferings of which I have 
written returned upon me — and I started u{> 
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and I cried aloud the hlasphemy of the fool. 
There is tk) God.’^ 

But scarcely liad the dreadful words es- 
caped my profane lips, when I heard, as it 
were, thunders in the lieavens, and the voiecr 
of an oracle crying in the ears of my soul^ 
Tlie victory of this day is given into thy 
hands !'*'* and strange wonder and awe fell 
upon me, and a mighty spirit entered into 
mine, and I felt as if I was in that moment 
clothed with the armour of divine might. 

I took up my carabine, which in these 
transports had fallen from my hand, and I 
went round the gable of tlie liouse into the 
garden — and I saw Claverhouse witli several 
of liis officers coming along the ground by 
which our hosts had marched to their posi- 
tion — and ever and anon turning round and 
exhorting his men to follow liim. It was evi- 
dent he was making for the Pass to intercept 
our scattered fugitives from escaping that way. 
The garden in which I then stood was sur- 
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rounded by a low wall. A small ;r(M)M*-pool lay 
on the outside, l>etwei'n whieli and tlu' garden 
1 perceived that ('k\ erhouse would pass. 

I j)repared my /liiK anil e\amined my tire- 
hxk, and I walked ^towards tlu* top of tlie 
^amen with a hrm step. 'J'hi grountl was. 
buoyant to my tread, and the vigour of youtli 
was renewed Mn my a^ed limbs: I thou;^ht 
that tho.se for whom I Inul so mourned walk- 
ed before me — that they smiled and beckoned 
me to come on, and that a glorious light 
shone around me. 

Claverhouse wa.s coming forward — stweral 
officers were near him, but his men were still 
a little behind, and .seemed inclined to go 
down the liill, and he chided at ilieir reluc- 
tance. I rested my canihinc on the garden- 
wall. I bent my knee amt knelt upon the 
ground. I aimed and fired, — but wlien the 
smoke cleared away I beheld t]K‘ oppressor 
still proudly on his war-horse. 

I loaded again, again I knelt, and again 
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rested my carabine upon the wall, and fired 
a second time, and was a^ain disappointed. 

Then I remembered th^tt: I liad not implor- 
ed the help of Heaven, and I j)repared for 
the third time, and wlien all was ready, aijd 
Claverhouse was coming forward, 1 toolf off 
my bonnet, and kneeling with the gun in my 
hand, cried, “ Lord, remember David and 
all his afflictions;” and having so prayed, I 
took aim as I knelt, and Claverhouse raising 
his arm in command, I fired. In the same 
moment I looked up, and there was a vision 
in tlu‘ air as if all the angels of brightness, and 
the martyrs in their vestments of glory, were 
assembled on tlie walls and battlements of 
heaven to witness the event, — and I started up 
and cried, I have delivered my native land 1*^ 
But in the same instant I remembered to 
whom the glory was due, and falling again on 
my knees, I riiised my hands and bowed my 
head as I said, “Not mine, O Lord, but thine 
is the victory !” 
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hen the smoke roilod mvny 1 h(‘fi('l(l 
Claverhouse in llie arms of his olliciTs, sink- 
Higfrom his liorscu gnd tht' blood llowinfr jVom 
a wound between the breast *j) la tt' and tfu* arm- 
pit., The same nii^ht he was summoiu'd to the 
ailUit of Iiis crimes. 

It was not obs(‘rved hj the offictrs from 
wl)at quarter tlie summoning’ bolt of justua' 
came, but thinkinj^ it was from tin* liouse, every 
window was instantly attacked, while 1 delibe- 
rately retired from the spot, — and, till the* 
protection of the darkness enabkd mt' to make 
iny escape across the Gary, and over tin* hills 
in the direction I saw IMackay and the ri rn- 
nants of the flock taking, I concealed myself 
amon^ the ])ushes and roc‘ks that overhung 
the violent stream of the (iirnaie. 

Thus was my aven^in;i ytm fulfilled, — and 
thus was my native land delivered from Ixmd- 
age. For a time yet then* may be ru- 
mours and bhx)dslj(*(], but they will prove as 
the wreck which tl)e wave-, roll to the shore 
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after a. tempest. The fortunes of the papistical 
Stuarts are foundered forever. Never again 
in this land shall any king, of his own caprice 
and ])rerogative, dare to violate the conscience 
of the people. 


Quharistf 5th November 1696. 
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It doew not seem to be, an yet, very /tfenerally 
undersbMxl by the critics in the South, tfiat, 
independently of j)braHeolu|^y, there is sueli un 
idiomatic diflerence in the structure of the na- 
tional dialects of En/^rland and Scotland, that 
very ^ood Scotch mi^ht I>e couched in th<‘ 
purest English terms, and witliout the emj)loy- 
ment of a single Scottish word. 

In reviewing the iMein(»ir.s of that worshipful 
personage, Provost Pawkie, some objection liat 
been made U) tlie style, a.s being neither Scotch 
nor English, — not Scotch, l>ecause ihf words are 
English, — and not English, ♦)ecaiiHe the ft»rm« 
of speech are Scottish. What has bc*en thus 
regarded as a fault by some, others accpiainted 
w'ith the peculiarities of the language may be 
led to consider as a beauty. 
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Hut however ])roper the Scottish dialect may 
liave l)eeo in a (’omposition so local as The 
Provost/’ it may be ur<vcd^that, in a work like 
the present, wliere somethino' of a liistorical 
character is attempted, tlu* English language 
would Jiave been a more dignified vehicle. Why 
it should be so is not very obvious ; at all events, 
the Author thinks the style lie has adopted, in 
expressing sentiments and feelings entirely Scot- 
tish, ought not to be objected to in point of good 
taste. Should the objection, however, be made, 
he has an answer in the words of the celebrated 
Titian : — 

It happened one day, says Antonio Perez in 
his iVIemoirs, that Francisco de Vargas, aml^as- 
siidor from Charles V. to the Republic of Venice, 
remonstrated with the painter against his broad 
and coarse pencilling, so unlike the delicate 
touches of the gr«rit artists of that time Se- 
nor/' replied Titian, yo desconfie de llegar a 
la delicadeza y primor del pinzel de Michael 
Angelo, Urbino, Corregio, y Parmisano, y que 
(juando bicn llegasse, seria estimado tras ellos, 6 
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tenidopor iniitador dellos ; y la anibi<j i()n natural, 
no menus a mi Arte que a las otras, nu‘ hiz<» 
echar por eamino niicvo, que me hiziesse eelebre 
en al^Oj como los (*ros lo lueron j>or el (jue 
nieron.” 

* Anotlier miseonce|>tion also prevails in tlie 
South, witli respeet to the Scottisli politieal ( iia- 
racter. From the time of* the North Jiriton of 
the unprinei])led Wilkes, a notion has been en- 
tertained that the moral sj)ine in Seotland is 
more flexible than in Phiftland. The truth how- 
ever is, that an elementary difference exists in 
the public feelings of the two nations (juite as 
great as in the idioms of their respective dia- 
lects. Tlie Fnglish are a justice-loving people, 
according to cliarter and statute ; the Scotch 
are a wrong-resenting race, according to right 
and feeling; and the character of lib^Tty among 
them takes its aspect from th^t peculiarity. 

Colonel Stewart, in his curious and complete 
work on the Ilighlandh, has shown, that even 
the clans, among wliom the doctrines and iiffec- 
tiona of liereditary right are still cherished more 
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than ever they were in England at any period, 
hold themselves free to change their chieftains. 
It is so with the nation in general. Monarchy is 
an indestructible principle in our notions of 
civil government ; and though we anciently ex- 
ercised the right of changing our kings prefty 
freely, Cromwell found it necessary to overrun 
the kingdom with an army to obtain the grudged 
acquiescence which was yielded to the Anglo- 
Republican phantasy of his time. But in our 
natural attachment to monarchy and its various 
gradations, and in the homages which we in con- 
sequence freely perform, it does not follow that 
there should be any unmanly humility. On the 
contrary, servile loyalty is comparatively rare 
among us, and it was in England that the 
Stuarts first darbd to broach the doctrine of the 
divine right of kings. 

The two most iq^portant public documents ex- 
tant show the difference between the national cha- 
racter of the Scotch and of the English people in 
a very striking light. In dictating Magna Charta 
to the tyrant John, the English barons implied. 
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that if he observed the conditions, they would 
obey him in all things else. Ibit ^le Scottish 
nobles, in tlieir Remonstrance to the Pope, de- 
clared, that they considered e\'en their great 
and glorious Robert Bruce to Jjt* his good 
behaviour. 

The Remonstrance not being generally known, 
a translation is subjoined, of the time of Ringan 
Gilhaize — the siicred original is in the Register 
Office. 


TRANSLATION. 

To our most holy Fatlier in Christ, and our 
Lord, John, by the divine provideJice, Chief 
Bishop of the most Holy Roman and UniverHal 
Church, your humble and devoted sons, Duncan 
Earl of Fyfe, Thomas Randolj>h K^rl of Mur- 
ray, Lord Mannia and Anijandale, Patrick de 
Dumbar Earl of March, Malisius Earl of Strath- 
em, Malcolm Earl of Lennox, William Earl of 
Ross, Magnus Earl of Caithness and Orkney, 
William Earl of Sutherland, Walter Steward of 
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Scotland^ William de Soules Buttelarius of 
Scotland, James Lord Doii|[rlas, Roger de Mow- 
bray, David Lord Brechin, David de Grahame,, 
Ingleramus de Umfraville, John de Monteith 
Warder of the county of Monteith, Alexander 
Frazer, Gilbert de Hay Oonstable of Scotland, 
Robert de Keith Marishal of Scotland, Henry 
de Sancto Claro, John de Graham, David de 
Lyndsay, William Oliphant, Patrick de Graham, 
John de Fenton, William de Abernethie, David 
de Weyms, William de Mon to fixo, Fergus de 
Ardrossan, Eustachius de Maxwel, William de 
Ramsay, William de Monte-alto, Allan de Mur- 
ray, Donald Cam})bel, John Camburn, Reginald 
le Chene, Alexander de Seton, Andrew de Les- 
celyne, and Alexander Straton, and the rest of 
the Barons and J"reeholders, and whole Commu- 
nity, or Copimons of tlie kingdom of Scotland, 
send all manner of filial Reverence, wdth devout 
kisses of your blessed and happy feet. 

Most holy Father and Lord, we know^ and 
gather from ancient Acts and Records, that in 
every famous nation, this of Scotland hath been 
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celebrat w ith many praises : this nation having 
come from 8 c 3 rthia the greater, througli the 
Tuscan Sea, and by Hercules Pillars, and haN ing 
for many ages taken its residence in Sp;iin in 
the midst of a most fierce people, could never 
be brought in sulye^tion by any people, how 
barbarous soever : And having remo\ ed from 
those parts, above 12 (K) years ;ifter the coming 
of the Israelites out of Eg^'pt, did by many 
victories and much toil, obtain the parts in the 
West, which they still possess, having exjx lled 
the Britons, and intirely rooted out tlu‘ Piets, 
notwitli standing of the frequent assaults and in- 
vasions they met with from the Norwegians, 
Danes, and English ; and these j)arts and pos- 
sessions they have alw^ays retiiined free from all 
manner of s€‘rvitude, and subjection, as ancient 
histories do w itiiess. 

This kingdom hath been govern'd by an unin- 
terrupted succesriion of ] 13 kings, all of our ow n 
native and royal sUK’k, without the intervening 
of any stranger. 

The true nobility and merits of these our 
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princes and people are very remarkable, from 
this one consideration, (tho’ there were no other 
evidence for it,) that the King of kings, the Lord 
Jesus Clirist, after his passion and resurrection, 
honored them as it were the first (though living 
in the utmost ends of the^earth,) with a call to 
his most holy Faith ; neither would our Saviour 
have them confirmed in the Christian Faith, by 
any other instrument than his own first Apostle 
(tho’ in order the second or third,) St Andrew, 
the most worthy brother of the blessed Peter, 
whom h“ would always have to be over us, as 
our patron or ])rotector. 

Upon the weighty consideration of these things, 
the most holy Fathers your predecessors did, with 
many great and singular favours and privileges, 
fence and secure this kingdom and people, as 
being the peculiar charge and care of the brother 
of St Peter ; so that our nation hatli hitherto 

t 

lived in freedom and quietness under their pro- 
tection, till the magnificent King Edw^ard, father 
to the present king of England, did under the 
colour of friendship, and allyance, or confedera- 
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cie, with innumerable opprenHituis, infest us w ho 
minded no fraud or deceit, at a time wlien we 
were without a kin^ or head, and when the 
people were unacqtiaiuted with wars and inva- 
sions. It is impossil>le for any whose own ex- 
perience hath not informed him to describe, or 
fully to understand, tlie injuries, blood, and 
violence, tlu‘ dejiredations and fire, the im])ri.son- 
ments ol‘ prelates, the burning, slaughter, and 
robberie committed uj)on holy persons aiui reli- 
gious liouses, and a vast multitude of other bar- 
barities, which tliat king execute on this people, 
without sparing of any sex, or age, religion, or 
order of men w hatsoever. 

But at length it pleased God, who oidy can 
heal after wounds, to restore us to libertie, from 
these innumerable calamities, hy our most Se- 
rene Prince, King and Lord, Hobert, who for the 
delivering of his people and his own rightful 
inheritance from the enemies hand, did, like 
another Josua, or IVlaccal)eus, most cheerfully 
undergo all manner of toyle, fatigue, liartlsliip, 
and hazard. The Divine Prov hleiiee, the right 
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of succession by the laws and customs of the 
kingdom (which we will defend till death,) and 
the due and lawful consent, and assent of all the 
people, made him our king and prince. To him 
we are obliged and resolved to adhere in all 
things, both upon the account of his right and 
his own merit, as being the person who hath 
restored the people’s safety, in defence of their 
liberties. But after all, if this prince shall leave 
the principles he hath so nobly pursued, and 
consent that we or our kingdom be subjected to 
the king or the people of England, we will im- 
mediately endeavour to expel him, as our enemy, 
and as the subverter both of his own and our 
rights, and will make another king, who will 
defend our liberties : for, so long as there shall 
but one hundred of us remain alive, we will 
never subject ourselves to the dominion of the 
English. For it is not glory, it is not riches, 
neither is it honour, but it is libertie alone that 
we fight and contend for, which no honest man 
will lose but with his life. 

For these reasons, most Reverend Father and 
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Lord, we do with most earnest prayers; from our 
bended knees and hearts, hvfr and entreat your 
Holiness, that you ^nay I)e pleased Avith a sincere 
and cordial piety to consider, that with Him, 
whose Vicar on earth you are, there is no respect 
nor distinction of Jl*w nor Greek, Scots nor 
English, and that with a tender and fatherly eye 
you may look upon the calamities and straits 
brought upon us and the Church of G(k 1 by the 
itnglish, and that you may admonish, and ex- 
hort tlie king of England (wlu) may well rest 
satisfied with his own jiossessions, since that 
kingdom of old used to be sufficient for seven 
or more kings) to suffer us to live at peace in 
that narrow spot of Scotland, lieyond which we 
have no habitiition, since we desire nothing but 
our own ; and we on our parts, as far as we arc 
able, with respect to our own condition, shall 
effectually agree to him in e^g.*ry thing that may 
procure our cjuiet. 

It is your concernment, most Holy Father, U> 
interpose in this, when you see how far the vio- 
lence and barbarity of tfie Pagans is let loose 
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against Cliristendom for punishing of the sins of 
tlie Christians, and how much they dayly en- 
croach upon the Christian Territories : And it is 
your interest to notice, that tliere be no ground 
given for reflecting on your memory, if you 
should suffer any part of the cliurch to come 
under a scandal or eclipse (which we pray God 
may prevent) during your time. 

Let it ‘therefore please your Holiness, to ex*' 
hort the Christian princes, not to make the wals 
betwixt them and their neighbours a pretext for 
not going to the relief of the Holy Land, , since 
that is not the true cause of the impediment: 
The truer ground of it is, that they have a much 
nearer prospect of advantage, and far less oppo- 
sition, in the subduing of their weaker neigh- 
bours. And God (who is ignorant of nothing) 
knows, wi^h how much cheerfulness both our 
king and we woij^d go thither, if the king of 
England would leave us in peace, as we do 
hereby testify and declare to the Vicar of Christ, 
and to all Christendom. 

But, if your Holiness shall be too credulous of 
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the English rn i sr c] > resen tiiti on s, and not give firin 
credit to what w(‘ liave said, nor desist to favour 
•jhe English to our destruction, we must believe 
that the JMost High wdll lay to your eliarge all 
the blood lost of souls, and other calamities that 
sh&ll follow on either hand, betwixt us and them. 

Your Holiness in granting our just desires, 
will oblige us in everie case, where our dutie 
A^l require it, to endeavour your satisfaction, 
as l)ecomes the obedient sons of the Vicar of 
Christ. 

We commit the defence of our cause to him 
who is the Sovereign King and Judge ; w(‘ cast 
the burden of our cares upon him, and hope for 
such an issue as may give strength and courage 
to U8, and bring our enemies to nothing. The 
Most High God long ])reserve your Serenity and 
Holiness to his holy Church. 

Given at the ^lonasterie o^ Al>erbrothock in 
Scotland, the sixth day of April, in the year of 
Grace M.CCCXX. and of our said king's reign, 
the XV. year. 


THK EK1>. 
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